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PREFACE. 



Condensing the narrative of the Gospels and the Acts of 
the Apostles into a work of the present size is not an 
easy task; but I Have attempted to give a clear, broad 
outline of the leading features of the history in an inter- 
esting manner, and not a mere bald abridgment of the 
text. I have not scrupled to employ the Bible words, 
where they came ready to hand, feeling certain that if I 
had changed them, the change would have been for the 
worse. J have not in every case supplied the reference 
to the text, as a large number of such references take up 
a great amount of space, and as a matter of experience, 
are not often made use of. I have endeavoured to con- 
dense the narrative on a uniform scale, so that the latter 
portion has not been unduly abridged, to make up for the 
greater fulness of the first part. , 

As regards the events in the Gospel History, I have 
generally followed the table of Gospel Harmony ^prefixed 
to this work, which arranges the events of our Lord's 
life and ministry in the order which is generally followed 
in this country. 

ft 

0. IVBNS. 

* 

January t 1876.' 
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NEW .TESTAMENT HISTOKY. 



PART I. 

Our Lord's Life and Mtoistry. B.C. 4 to A<D. 30. 



CHAPTEK I. 



Yisionof Zacharias — The Annunciation — Birth of John the Baptist 
— Birth of Jesus — An Angel appears to the Shepherds — The 
Circumcision of Jesus and His presentation in the Temple — 
Visit of the Wise Men — Flight mto Egjrpt and murder of the 
Innocents — Return to Nazareth — The child Jesus in the 
Temple with the Doctors. 

1. Vision of Zaoharias in the Temple.— In tHe closing 

passage of Malachi, the last of the Jewish prophets, it 
was announced, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet, before the coming of the great and terrible day 
of the Lord." This prophecy referred to John the Baptist, 
the forerunner of our Lord, who went before Him "in the 
spirit and power of Elias." One day, as an aged priest, 
named Zacharias, of the course of Abia, was burning 
incense in the temple, the angel Gabriel appeared to him, 
and told him that a son was granted him in answer to his 
prayers, who was to be named John. The child was 
to be a Nazarite from his birth, drinking neither wine 
nor strong drink, and he should be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother's womb. Zacharias, doubting 
of the truth of the prophecy, himself and his wife Elizabeth 

B 
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beinff very old, was struck dumb until the time of its ful- 
filment; the dumbness being both a sign that it was true, 
and a punishment for disbelieving it. 

2. The Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus. — Six 

months after this event, the same angel, Gabriel, was 
sent from God to the Virgin Mary at Nazareth, who 
was espoused to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
King David. The angel addressed her in the following 
terms: — "Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord 
is with thee; blessed art thou among women. '*^ Mary, 
being disturbed in her mind at the meaning of so strange 
a greeting, was quickly reassured by the angel, who said, 
"Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with Grod. 
And thou Shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call His name Jesiis. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord 
God shall give to Him the throne of His father David. 
And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 
and of His kingdom there shall be no end." Filled with 
wonder at so glorious a revelation, the Virgin proceeded 
to inquire how she should become a mother, who as yet 
had no husband; but the angel replied that the Son who 
should be bom of her, should have no earthly father, but 
be the Son of God. Then to the whole message, Mary 
meekly replied: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it unto me according to thy word." Shortly afterwards, 
the Virgin left Nazareth to pay a visit to her cousin 
Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias, in the hill country of 
Judsea. Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Ghost, greeted 
her with the salutation, "Blessed art thou among wAnen, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb." Mary responded 
in that glorious hymn of praise, which has from the first 
ages been simg in Christian worship, called, from the first 
word in ihe Latin version, the Magnificat "My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour," etc. 

3. Birth of John the Baptist — In due course of time, 
according to the angel's announcement, a son was bom 
to Zacharias and Elizabeth, who, when he was eight 
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days' old, was brought, according to the law of Moses, 
to receive the rite of circumcision. They were proceeding 
to call him Zacharias, after the name of his father, when 
his mother interposed, stating that he was to be named 
John. It was naturally objected that none of the child's 
relations were called by this name, and to settle the 
point, they made signs to his father, who, on being 
furnished with a writing-table, wrote, " His name is 
John.'*^ His power of speech was then restored to him, 
and he praised and glorified God, saying, "Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed 
His people." This psalm of praise is known as the 
BenedictuSy because that is the first word in the Latin 
version of it. All that we know of the infancy and 
youth of John is told us by St. Luke, who states that 
"the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was 
in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel." 

4. The Birth of Jesus Christ. — The time was now 
drawing near when Jesus must be bom, and Mary had 
returned from visiting her cousin, and was in her homo 
at Nazareth. But the sure word of prophecy had declared 
that Christ should be bom at Bethlehem (Micah v. 2), 
and this was brought to pass in the following manner. 
A decree was issued by Augustus Caesar, the Roman 
emperor, that a census should be taken of all the in- 
habitants of his empire, and every one was directed to 
proceed to their native place to be enrolled. Joseph, 
therefore, having been bom at Bethlehem, went there, 
wiUi Mary, whom he had espoused to be his wife; but 
the inn being full, they were compelled to seek shelter 
in the stable. While they were there, Jesus was bom, 
and as, in such a place, there was no cradle, they laid 
Him in a manger. 

6. An Angel announces Christ's Birth to the Shep- 
herds. — The same evening, an angel appeared to some 
shepherds, near Bethlehem, and, after assuring them they 
had nothing to fear from his presence, announced that he 
had to tell them tidings of great joy, which should be to 
them, and to all people. "For unto you," he said, "is 



bom tills day in the city of David, a Saviour wliicli is 
Christ the Lord." As a proof of the truth of this state- 
ment, they were bidden to proceed to Bethlehem, where 
they should see the Babe, wrapped up in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a manger. The angel, having 
delivered his message, was suddenly joined by a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host, who sang a song of praise to 
God, saying, "Glory to Gtxi in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill to men." Another translation of this 
passage would render it ^^ Glory to God in the highest^ 
and peace to men of goodwill." After the angelic host 
had departed, the shepherds repaired to Bethlehem, where 
they found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in the 
manger. On their return, they made known abroad the 
saying that was told them concerning this Child, and 
thus became "the first apostles of the Saviour's name." i 
6. The Circumcision of Jesus, and His Presentation 
in the Temple. — On the eighth day after His birth, in 
accordance with the Mosaic law, the Holy Child was 
circumcised, and received the name of Jesus, a Greek 
word answering to Joshua in Hebrew, and meaning 
^'God the Saviour." On the fortieth day, Joseph and 
Mary presented Him in the temple, when Mary offered 
for her purification the offerings appointed for the poorer 
class of people, "a pair of turtle doves, or two young 
pigeons" (Lev. xii. 8). At this ceremony, a holy man 
named Simeon was present, who was living in constant 
expectation of the appearing of the Messiah, the Holy 
Ghost having revealed to him that he should not die till 
he had seen the Lord's Christ. He took the child Jesus 
in his arms, and blessed Crod in the hymn, which from 
the first two words in the Latin version is known as the 
NwncDimUtiaf "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 
in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 
Thy salvation," etc. Joseph and Mary wondered to hear 
such glorious things predicted of the Child as that He 
should be "a light to lighten the GentUes, and the glory 
of Crod's people, Israel." The aged Simeon blessed them 
bothy and, directing his speech to Mary, told her that her 
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Babe was set ''for the &11 and rising again of many in 
Israel, and for a sign to be spoken against.'' So much 
honour should not come to her without being mingled with 
bitterness, for on account of her relationship to this Child, 
a sword should pierce through her very soul; a prophecy 
which was fulfilled when she sat beneath His cross^ and 
heard His loud cry of agony when He yielded up His 
spirit to God. A prophetess, also, named Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, who during 
the 84 years of her widowhood had been constant in her 
attendance at the temple, serving God with fastings and 
prayers night and day, returned thanks to God for the 
advent of tiie Messiah, and ''spoke of Him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.'' 

7. The Visit of the Wise Men from the East— 

The Holy Child who had already been revealed to Jewish 
shepherds, was now to receive the homage of the Gentile 
world. For of Jew and Gentile, He alike is Lord. A 
number of men, living in Arabia or Persia, belongiug to 
a class called the Magi, a term denoting superior wisdom 
and knowledge, had seen a new star in the heavens, which 
they found rdTerred to the birth of a king of mighty name 
and renown. Following the star in its westward journey, 
they arrived at Judsea, and sent to Herod, the king of 
the country, inquiring the birthplace of the great stranger. 
Such a question at once aroused the jealousy of Herod, 
who knew that the whole Jewish nation lived in constant 
expectation of the appearance of a king named Messiah, 
who they believed would restore to them the glories of 
David's kingdom. He therefore obtained from the Chief 
Priests, the information that Messiah must be bom at 
Bethlehem, according to prophecy (Aficah v. 2); and then 
summoning the wise men to his presence, bade them go to 
Bethlehem, and £nd the young child, and afterwards bring 
hiTfi word again, (that he miffht also go and worship Him. 
But on leaving Herod's palEu^e gates, their former guide 
was restored to them, and the fervour of their feelings 
is seen in the statement that ''when they saw the star 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy." On being 
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admitted to the presence of the H0I7 Child, th^ tror- 
Bhipped him, and preaented him with gifts, gold, frank- 
tncenae, and mynh, 

' ' Sacred gifta of mystic meaning, 
lacenae doth their God diadotie. 
Gold, the king of kings procUimeth, 
Myrrh, Hia sepulchre foreBhowa." 

When they had ended their interview, being warned of 
God in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back 
to their own country another way. 




8. The Flight into Egypt, and Harder of the Inno- 
OSntB. — On the departure of the wise men, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, directing him. 
to take the young Child and His mothei', aud flee into 
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Egypt, for Herod would immediately seek to destroy 
Hun. The holy family fled into Egypt, and dwelt there 
during the remainder of the life of Herod. The cruel 
tyrant, finding the wise men had deceived him, deter- 
mined he would yet not be baulked of his purpose, so he 
ordered that all the young children of Bethlehem should 
be slain from two years old and under, thinking the infant 
Christ would surely be amongst the number. 

9. The Return to Nazareth. — On the death of Herod, 
Joseph was directed in a dream to return with the young 
child and His piother to the land of Israel. But hearing 
that Archelaus, Herod's son, reigned in Judaea, he was 
afraid to risk the safety of the ^infant MessiaJi in his 
dominions, so he repaired with Him to his former home 
at Nazareth. The history of Jesus from this time till 
His twelfth year is given in one verse of St. Luke's 
gospel, ''And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
and the grace of God was upon Him." 

10. The Child Jesus in the Temple with the Doctors. 

—It was the custom of every pious Jew to attend the 
great feast of the Passover, as it was celebrated once a 
year in the temple at Jerusalem. When the child Jesus 
was twelve years old, Joseph and Mary took Him with 
them to the celebration of the Passover; but as they 
were returning, they missed Him from their company. 
Thinking that He had joined one of the numerous bands 
of worshippers, like themselves travelling homewards, 
they sought Him for a whole day among their kinsfolk 
and acquaintance. Finding no trace of Him here, they 
returned to Jerusalem seeking Him, and at last found 
Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them and asking them questions. All that 
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and 
answers. Joseph and Mary were exceedingly surprised 
to find Him in such a place; yet for the trouble and 
anxiety He had caused them, they spoke to Him in words 
of sorrowful reproof, "Son, why hast Thou dealt thus 
with usi behold Thy father and I have sought Thee 
Borrowing." But thus early in His life, the Holy Child 
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was full of the thought of His future life-work, and so 
He replied, "How is it that ye sought Mel wist ye not 
that I must be about My Father's business 1 " So far, 
however, was this assertion of His Divine origin and 
mission from indicating a spirit of insubordination to 
His earthly relations, that in the next verse, we are 
informed, "He went down with them, 'and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject to them." The history of 
the succeeding eighteen years of His life is. summed 
up in the single verse, "and Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man" (St. Luke 
ii 52). 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTEE L 

1. What Old Testament prophecy declared that John the Baptist 
should appear before the Messiah? Under what name was he 
spoken of ? 

2. What sign was given to Zachanas as a confirmation of th& 
message of the angel Gabriel? 

3. On what occasions, and by whom were j;he songs of praise 
Benedicttis, Magnificat, and Nunc DimUtia, uttered ? 

4. Who were ** the first Apostles of the Saviour's name ? " In 
what terms was the birth of Jesus revealed to them ? Repeat the 
angel's song on this occasion. 

5. What did Simeon prophecy concerning the Virgin Mary? 
How was this prophecy afterwards fulfilled ? 

6. What incident is recorded of the Child Jesus when He waa 
twelve years old ? What verse sums up His history for the next 
eighteen years ? 



CHAPTER II. 

John the Baptist baptises — Baptism of Jesus — ^Temptation of 
Jesus— John declares Jesus to be the Christ — Call of the 
J^t Disciples— The First Miracle at Cana in Galilee. .,. 

1. John the Baptist baptises. — ^About six months 

before Jesus began His ministry, John the Baptist 
appeared in the wilderness of Judea^ preaching the 
baptism of repentance. Baptism was already in use 
among the Jews as a means of admitting heathens, as 
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proselytes, to their religious privileges. The appearance 
of the new teacher was strongly calculated to excite 
attention; he vaa dressed in a garment iroTeu of camel's 
hair, bound round his loins wiUi a leathern girdle. Hia 
diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. In his preach- 
ing, he spake the truth with great boldness, sparing 
neither persons nor parties. The place where he baptised 
was a, small fording place on the banks of the river 
Jordan, named Bethany, or Bethabara. Hia preaching 




was of a strongly practical nature, aiming to produce in 
his hearers not only a change of mind, but a change of 
life; and he was careful to impress upon them that he 
was not Imnself the Christ, but that his mission was to 
prepare and make ready "Ffw way. When the Christ 
appeared, he said Ho would baptise them with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, a prophecy which was literally 
fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost Although St 
Matthew tells us that many of the Pharisees came to 
his baptism, .we are informed in St Luke's gospel that 
as a dass, they " frustrated the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptised of him " (St Luke vii. 30). 
S. Baptism of Jeans.— Our Lord had now completed 
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His thirtietli year, which was the age at which the 
Levites, under the law of Moses, commenced their minis- 
try (Num. iv. 3). When all the people had been 
baptised, Jesus also came to submit to this rite. John 
at first forbade Him, saying, " I have need to be baptised 
of Thee, and comest Thou to me ? " But Jesus replied, 
" Sufier it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness." As He came out of the water after 
His baptism, the heavens were opened, and the Holy 
Ghost, descended upon Him, in a bodily shape like 
a dove. A voice from Heaven was also heard, saying, 
" This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'' 
S. The Temptation of Jesus. — Jesus was now, under the 
guidance of the Spirit, led into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. He was in this dreary solitude 
forty days, and St. Mark informs us, that during that 
time He was with the wild beasts. The following verse 
well describes His case : — 

'* Sunbeams scorching all the day, 
• Chilly dew-drops nightly shed; 
Prowling beasts about Thy way, • 
Stones Thy pillow ; earth Thy bed. " 

At length, after His forty days' fast, He was seized with 
the pangs of hunger, and the devil approached Him, as 
he did Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, with a 
temptation from the appetite. " If Thou be the Son of 
God," he said, '^command that these stones be made 
bread." Our Lord repelled the attack of the tempter 
with the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
" It is written," He replied, " Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God" (Deut. viii. 3). Foiled in this 
attempt, Satan proceeded to his second temptation, in 
which he sought to make Jesus fall through spiritual 
pride^ as he had made Adam and Eve in Eden, when he 
said to them, ^' Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
eviL" So, taking our Lord into the Holy City of 
Jerasalem, he set Him on a pinnacle of the Temple, and 
said to Him, " If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself 
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down : for it is written, He shall give His angels charge 
concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee 
up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone/' 
(Ps. xci. 11, 12). The devil here attempted to mak«» 
Jesus fail, by quoting Scripture in support of his tempta- 
tion; but our Lord still meets him with the same weapon. 
He replied, " It is written again, * Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God* " (Deut. vi. 16). The evil one, in his 
last temptation, placed before Jesus his strongest bait. 
Taking Him to the top of an exceeding high mountain, 
he showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them. "All these things," he said, "will I give 
Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me." The 
third time our Lord defeated him out of the same Book 
of the Law. " Get thee hence, Satan," He replied; " for 
it is written, * Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve*" (Deut. vL 13). Then the 
devil left Him, and angels came and gave Him food. By 
resisting the evil one, fiierefore, as the hymn says ;— 

" So shall we have peace divine, 
Holier gladness ours shall be ; 
liound us, too, shall angels shine, 
Such as ministered to Thee.'' 

4. John Declares Jesus to be the Christ — ^While 

John continued his work of preaching and baptising on 
the banks of the Jordan, a deputation of priests and 
Levites was sent to him from Jerusalem, demanding in 
what character he appeared, whether as the Christ, or as 
Elijah, or as the prophet of whom Moses wrote (Deut, 
xviii. 15), whom the Jews did not identify with the 
Messiah. John replied that he was none of these, but 
" the voice of one crying in the wilderness, * Make straight 
the way of the Lord,' " spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
(chap. xl. 3). 

6. Call of the First Disciples. — ^After His temptation, 
Josus again visited John, as he was baptising beyond 
Jordan. The Baptist, seeing Him approaching, pointed 
Him out to his followers in words foreshadowing His 
future sacrifice for sin, " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
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taketh away the sin of the world." The next day, John 
again declared Him to be the Lamb of Grod to two of his 
own disciples, one of whom was Andrew. These two 
disciples then followed Jesus, and spent in His company 
the remaining part of the day. Andrew then went in 
search of his brother Simon, and brought him to Jesus, 
from whom he received a new name, that of Cephas, or 
Peter. Cephas is a Syriac word answering to Peter in 
Greek, and they both mean a stone, or rock. Simon, 
then, was the family name of the apostle; Cephas or 
Peter was added by our Lord to describe his character, 
which was rocklike. The next day, Jesus prepared to go 
into Galilee, and finding Philip, engaged Kim in His 
service with the summons, only given to those who were 
to be apostles, " Follow Me." Philip, like Andrew and 
Peter, was a native of Bethsaida, in Gkililee. As Andrew 
brought his brother Simon to Jesus, so Philip proceeded 
to summon his friend Nathanaal, telling him that prophet 
had appeared of whom Moses wrote, and whom the 
prophets foretold, Jesus of Nazareth, l^e son of Joseph. 
Nathanael expressed a doubt whether a person so exalted 
could proceed from Galilee; but Philip bade him come 
and judge of the claims of the new prophet for himself. 
He who knows what is in man, read at once the character 
of Nathanael, saying, '< Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile." Philip's Mend, greatly astonished, 
demanded from what source this information had been 
obtained. Jesus answered, ^'Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee." 
This statement was most probably a reference to some 
incident in Nathanael's life that he supposed known only 
to himself. Therefore, the eye that had seen him then, 
when he thought himself unseen by any, must be Divine, 
and so he confessed with awe and astonishment, ''^Eabbi, 
Thou art the Son of God ! Thou art the King of Israel ! " 
There are many reasons for believing that Nathanael, 
who by this name is only mentioned by St John, is the 
apostle whom the other Evangelists allude to under the 
name of Bartholomew. 
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6. Christ's First Miracle at Cana in Oalilee.— On 

the tliird day after Jesus departed into Galilee, there was 
a marriage at Cana. St. John expressly mentions that 
the mother of Jesus was there, and as there is no men-* 
tion of Joseph, and he is never afterwards alluded to in 
the Gospel History, he was probably now dead. Jesus 
and His disciples were invited to the marriage feast, and 
the wine being early exhausted. His mother brought the 
matter under His notice. He replied to her in language 
conveying a gentle reproof for the solicitation implied in 
her statement; but she, still having faith that He could 
supply the need, directed the servants to do whatever He 
bade them. Six waterpots of stone stood near, contain- 
ing two or three firkins apiece (amounting altogether to 
more than a hundred gallons); so Jesus told the servants 
to fill these vessels with water, and they, heeding well 
their instructions, filled them up to the brim. He then 
bade them draw out a portion of their contents, which 
had suddenly been changed into wine, and carry it to the 
governor of the feast. The master of the feast especially 
commended the bridegroom for having saved such excel- 
lent wine until the end of the feast, reversing the common 
practice) which was to give the good wine first, the bad 
wine afterwards. This was our Lord's first miracle, and 
it strengthened the faith of His disciples. After this, 
Jesus, " His mother, and His brethren, and His disciples, 
went down to Capernaum, and they continued there not 
many days" (St. John ii. 12). 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER II. 

'1. How was baptism employed by the Jews before the time of 
Christ? 

2. What precedent did Jesus follow in commencing His 
ministry at the age of thirty years ? 

3. From what Book of the Law did onr Lord quote the 
passages of Qod*B word with which He resisted the temptations 
of Satan ? 

4 What apostle of Jesus was formerly a disciple of John the 
Baptist? 

5. What new name did Jesus give to Simon? 

6. Where did Christ work His first miracle, and what was its 
result? 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Our Lord'B First Passover : He Purgeth the Temple— His Dis- 
course with Nicodemus — Further Testimony of John the 
Baptist — Herod Imprisoueth John the Baptist — Christ talk- 
eth with a Woman of Samaria. 

1. Our Lord's First Passover: He Purgeth the 

Temple. — As the Feast of the Passover was now at 
hand, Jesns left Capernaum, and went to Jenisalem to 
keep it. In the court of the temple, He found groups of 
oxen, sheep, and doves, placed there to be sold to those 
who came from a distance to sacrifice. The money- 
changers also sat at their tables to change the various 
coins current in the neighbouring provinces for the half 
shekel that was to be paid in the ancient money of the 
Jews, as an offering to Jehovah, by every Israelite who 
had reached or passed the age of twenty, whenever the 
nation was numbered (Ex. xxx. 13-15). Making a 
scourge of small cords. He drove out the sheep and oxen; 
scattered the changer's money, and overthrew their 
tables; and bade those who sold doves, "take these 
things hence; make not My Fathers house an house of 
merchandise." Some of the Jews remonstrated with 
Him for so bold a proceeding; and demanded a sign to 
shew He possessed the authority He claimed. He gave 
them a sign which they did not underatand then, but 
which received its fulfilment in His resurrection from the 
dead. " Destroy," He said, " this temple; and in three 
days I will raise it up." The astonished Jews replied 
that the yet unfinished temple had been already 46 years 
in building, not perceiving that it was of the temple of 
His body He was speaking (John ii. 13-22). 

2. Christ's Discourse with Nicodemus. — ^At this Pass- 
over, many believed in the claims of Jesus, convinced, for 
the moment, by the miracles which He worked. But He 
who knew what was in man did not commit Himself to 
them, in other words, did not trust to any great extent 
in the strength of their attachment to Him. One sincere 
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soul there was, however, who was drawn to the Lord in 
this Passover, Nicodemus, a Pharisee, and a member of 
the Sanhedrim. Too timid to brave the censures of his 
order by approaching Jesus openly by day, he came to 
Him secretly by night, to learn of Him the doctrines 
which He taught. Two great truths Christ confided to 
him; the first, in language clear and explicit, the necessity 
of the new birth of the life of Christ in the soul ; the 
second, in language veiled and suggestive, that the 
Messiah of the prophets was to terminate His life by a 
death of sufiering, "as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up." 
This Nicodemus afterwards defended Jesus in the San- 
hedrim (John vii. 50), and at His death brought the 
spices to wrap round His body upon laying it in the 
sepulchre (John xix. 38). 

3. Further Testimony of John the Baptist. — John 
was now baptising in another place, -^non, near to 
Salim, in Samaria. Somewhat lower down the river, 
Jesus, by the hands of His disciples, administered the 
rite of baptism, and multitudes flocked to Him. The 
Jews remarked to John that Jesus baptised, and drew to 
Himself the crowds that formerly hung on* his own 
teaching; but the Baptist meekly replied that Jesus 
must increase, while he himself must decrease. Christ 
was the Bridegroom that had the Bride; he was only the 
friend of the Bridegroom, who rejoiced to hear His voice, 
and in this joy was fully satisfied. 

4. Herod Imprisoneth John the Baptist. — About this 
time, John the Baptist incurred the displeasure of Herod 
Antipas, for a rebuke administered to that vicious king. 
Herod had put away his own wife, and married the wife 
of his brother; and John declared the adulterous union 
unlawful. Enraged at the Baptist for daring to condemn 
his conduct, Herod shut him up in the castle of Machaerus, 
a fortress on the eastern shore of the Dead Sea. He did 
not venture as yet to put him to death for fear of arousing 
popular clamour, for the multitude believed John to be 
a true successor of the ancient prophets. 
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& (Suiat TUtetli witb a Woman of Bamaria.— Jesaa, 
having keiuil how the Pharisees had attempted to excite 
the fe^Uugs of John the Baptist against Him, to prevent 
aar rivalTT between the Baptist's followers and His own, 
delenuiiied to leave Judtea, and go into Galilee, "And 
lU must needs go through Samaria." As Ho passed 
throti^ the central city of Samaria, anciently called 
Shevhem, but now known as Sychar, He halted by a 
fiunous well, termed Jacob's well. Here, sending Kia 
disciples into the city to buy food, He remained some- 
time alone, till a woman of Samaria came to draw -water 
At the well. The woman was greatly surprised to £nd a 
Jew condescend to ask her te give him drink; but she 
was perplexed how to understand TTih meaning when He 
told her, in answer to her remonstrance, that had she 
known whom He was, she would have asked of Him, and 
He would have given her living water. It was evident 
bow completely she mistook the purport of- His words, 
when she requested to be fnmished with this living 
water, so that she might no longer have the trouble of 
coming to that well to draw. Therefore Jesus abruptly 
changed the subject of the discourse by bidding her fetch 
her husband, and return to Him. The woman confessed 
with a half truth that she had no husband, to which the 
great searcher of hearts added the whole truth, that she 
had had five husbands, but that he with whom she now 
lived wa^ not her husband. The hombled woman, finding 
the guilt of all her past life laid bare, now recognised the 
Jewish stranger as a prophet, and asked His decision as 
to the point in dispute between the rival nations. " Our 
fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in 
Jerusalem. is the place where men ought to worship." 
Oar Iiord decided this controversy in favour of the Jews, 
but proceeded to announce that in a few years all merely 
local worship should be swept away, for " God is a spirit, 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth." This prophecy received its fulfilment at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, about 40 yeara later, when 
the Temple services were abolished, and have never 
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since been restored. The Samaritan woman, marvelling 
at the unfolding of such high mysteries in her hearing, 
alluded to the coming of the Messiah, or Christ, who 
should declare all things. Jesus at once declared that He 
was the person prophesied of under those names. The 
disciples now returned from the city with food; and the 
woman, leaving her waterpot, went back to her home, 
and summoned her neighbours to see a man, who was 
certainly a prophet, and most probably the Christ. Jesus 
remained with the Samaritans two days, and at His 
departure, many believed on Him, and confessed, " This 
is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER HI. 

1. What sign did our Lord give the Jews as a proof of His 
authority for cleansine the Temple ? How did they understand 
it ? How was it rightily understood ? 

2. What two creat truths did our Lord impart to Nicodemus ? 
On what two other occasions does he appear in the history ? 

3. Why did Herod imprison John the Baptist ? What motive 
deterred him, at this time, from putting him to death ? 

4. What particulars of her private mstory did Christ disclose 
to the Samaritan woman? What great truth concerning the 
necessity of spiritual religion did He announce in His conversa- 
tion with her ?^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

• 

Jeras Teaches Puhlicly in Oalilee — Second Miracle at Cana of 
Galilee — His Rejection at Nazareth — Call of Peter, Andrew, 
James, And John — ^A Sabbath Day's work at Capernaum. 

1. Jesus Teaches Publicly in Oalilee. — Having now 
arrived in Galilee, Jesus began to proclaim His message 
to the people. The Galileans were a population half 
Jewish and halC foreign; and it was on this account 
called Galilee of the Gentiles. Hundreds of years 
previously, the prophet Isaiah had foretold that on these 
people; not the most favoured ^ regards their spiritual 

9 
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privileges, a great light should shine (Isa. ix. 1, 2); and 
St, Matthew states that this prophecy was fulfilled when 
Christ began His ministry among them (Matt. iv. 14-16). 
The subject of His preaching was the exhortation already 
familiar to them from its constant repetition by the 
Baptist, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." Concerning the phrase " kingdom of heaven," we 
may remark, that pious Jews, who had carefully studied 
the prophecies of Daniel, would receive as a notion with 
which they were already familiar, tidings concerning a 
heavenly kingdom, exceeding in power and duration the 
greatest dynasties of earth (Dan. vii. 14, 27). 

2. Second Miracle at Cana of Galilee. — Jesus now 
came the second time to Cana of Galilee, where He made 
the water wine. While here. He was accosted by a man 
of high rank, one of Herod's courtiers, who besought Him 
to come down (i.e., from Cana to Capernaum), and heal 
his son, for he was at the point of death. Jesus, having 
made some trial of his faith, bade him return to his home, 
for that his son was restored to health. The courtier 
believed in the reality of the cure performed at so great a 
distance from its object, and on his arrival at Capernaum 
the next day, was informed by his servants that the fever 
left his son at the exact time when the words of healing 
were spoken by Christ. St. John notices expressly that 
this was the second miracle that Jesus did when He was 
come out of Judaea into Galilee. 

S. Jesus Preaches in the Synagogue at Nazareth^ 
and is Rejected by the Inhabitants. — Jesus now came 
to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and, enter- 
ing into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, applied to 
Himself the most distinct of the prophecies relating to 
the Messiah in the book of Isaiah. " The spiiit of the 
Lord," He read, " is upon Me, because He hath anointed 
Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord."_ Closing the roll, and handing it to tho 
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attendant, He proclaimed to the audience, " This day is 
the Scripture fidfilled in your ears." But ike inliabitanta 
of Nazareth could not believe that the carpenter's son 





-MtJi 1 


■'ij-^- 




^t^^ 


^^^^gg^- _^St|. 




g^- """^^/P^l^B^ 




fe^- 


•^^W^-i 




im'tmirBmri/ — '-- — 


-__* 


g^fc^^^ 


^JPIjpfiiy 


■ */- 


T ^^W ' (3 


-*''•' aJ^ 






^3 


; y^^^^^ 


"^^i^ 



was called to so high a mission, and they taunted Him 
with Hia humble origin. He replied by declaring a 
truth that has passed into a proverb, "no prophet is 
accepted in hia own country," In answer to their expec- 
tation, that in the place where His youth and childhood 
had been Bpent, He would work as great miracles as He 
had performed in Capernaum, He reminded them that 
Bome of the greatest miracles of the old prophets had been 
wrought upon people living at a distance, aliens in race, 
giving as instances, Elijah's succour of the widow of 
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Zarephatli, and Elisha's healing of the leprosy of Naaman. 
Perceiving in this an argument why they should not 
share in the new prophet's gifts, they were filled with 
anger, and thrust Him out of their city, leading Him to 
the brow of the hill whereon it was built, with the 
intention of hurling Him from the summit. " But He, 
passing through the midst of them, went his way." 
After this, we read of only one other visit of our Lord to 
Nazareth (Matt. xiii. 54-58). Henceforth, as far as any 
place was His home in the three remaining years of His 
wandering life, it was Capernaum, and not Nazareth. 
At Nazareth "He was brought up," but Capernaum was 
" His own city." 

4. Call of Peter, Andrew, James, and John, — 

Andrew, Peter, and John, had already become disciples 

of Jesus ; for John was, in all probability, the unnamed 

follower of the Baptist, to whom, in company with 

AndreWj he pointed out Jesus as the Lamb of Grod. 

This first attachment, however, did not make it necessary 

for them to give up their ordinary occupation, which was 

that of fishermen. Consequently, we find them at this 

time fishing on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, where 

our Lord met them, and called them to the higher office 

of " fishers of men." Jesus was walking by the shores of 

the Sea of Galilee, when the people pressing upon B!im 

to hear the word of God, He entered into an empty 

vessel, and requested its owner, Simon Peter, to push it 

out a little distance from the land. He then sat down, 

and taught the people out of the ship. When He had 

finished His discourse. He instructed Simon to launch 

out into the deep, and let his net down for a draught of 

fishes. He replied that all night he had been fishing 

without success, though night was the most favourable 

time for plying his craft; " nevertheless," he added, " at 

Thy word, I will let down the net." The net was no 

sooner thrown into the water than it enclosed a great 

multitude of fishes, which so overweighted it that it was 

on the point of breaking it. On this, Andrew and Peter 

beckoned to their partners, James and John, who wei-e 
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in a neighbouring isliip, to come to their aid, and they 
filled both the vessels, so that they began to sink. Simon 
Peter was so impressed by this miracle, that he fell at 
JesTis' feet saying, " Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord." But Christ bade him not to fear; hence- 
forth he should catch not fish but men. From this time, 
these four disciples forsook their ordinary occupation, and 
followed Jesus; though they were not for some time yet 
called to the high rank of apostles. 

5. A Sabbath Day's work in Capernaum. — ^The next 
Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue at Caper- 
naum, and taught the people, who were astonished at 
His manner of teaching,- "for He taught them as one 
that had authority, and not as the Scribes." Among the 
audience was a man with an unclean spirit. The evil 
spirit, uneasy at its nearness to the Son of God, cried 
out, " Let us alone; what have we to do with Thee, Thou 
Jesus of Nazareth 1 art Thou come to destroy us ? I know 
Thee, who Thou art, the Holy One of God." A double 
command to the wicked spirit to hold his peace, and come 
out of the man, was the only notice our Lord took of this 
tempestuous outbreak of fear and hate. After tearing 
the man, and throwing him in the midst, to do him all 
the harm he might during the few moments his power 
lasted, the imclean spirit obeyed. The astonished con- 
gregation went home from the synagogue that Sabbath 
morning exclaiming : " What thing is this 1 what new doc- 
trine is this 1 for with authority commandeth He even 
the unclean spirits, and they do obey Him." 

But this work of mercy was not the only one wrought 
by Jesus on this memorable Sabbath. Proceeding from 
the synagogue to Simon's house, He found that disciple's 
mother-in-law suffering from a severe attack of fever. 
Coming to her bedside, He took her by the hand, and 
lifted her up, and the fever left her. So complete and 
instantaneous was her cure, that she arose from her sick 
bed, and brought her deliverer food. 

The report of these great miracles rapidly circulated 
through the town and district. While the Sabbath. 
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remained, all labour was forbidden, but when the sUn had 
set, the Sabbath was over. Then, in the expressive 
phrase of the Evangelist, " all the city was gathered 
together at the door" of Peter's house. They brought 
Him all that were diseased, and possessed with de^s, 
and He healed them alL 

' At even, ere the snn was set, 
' The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay; ' 
Ob, in what divers pains they met ! i 
Oh, with what joy they went away ! " 

Wearied with so much exertion, one would have 
thought that Jesus would have devoted the night follow- 
ing to rest; but we read that " in the morning, rising up 
a great while before day. He went out, and departed into 
a solitary place, and there prayed." 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IV. 

1. What prophecy of Isaiskh was fulfilled when our Lord began 

His preaching in Galilee ? 

2. What two miracles did Jesus work when He was at Cana of 

Gahlee? 

3. When Jesus refused to work miracles in Nazareth, among 

His former associates, what precedents from the old pro- 
phets did He quote in illustration of His conduct ? 

4. Nazareth was the home of our Lord's boyhood and youth, 

what place did He reside in during the three years of His 
ministry? 

5. State the miracles Christ worked on a Sabbath day in Caper- 

naum. What took place "at even when the sun did set ? " 
How did He spend the night following ? 



CHAPTER V. 

Jesus Freacheth throughput Galilee — He Heals a Leper — Hd 
Heals one Sick of the PaLsy — The Call of Matthew. 

1. Jesus Freaoheth throughout Oalilee. — Here occurs 

one of those numerous gaps in the Gospel narrative, 
which are so little heeded by the general reader. Just 
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as d, sitigld verge in St. Luke's Gospel gives us all that is 
known of our Lord during twenty-eight years of His 
early life, so a single verse here sums up what took place 
in several months of active exertion in His ministry. 
" He preached in all the synagogues of Galilee, casting 
out devils, and healing all manner of sickness and disease 
among the people." A full record of all that took place 
in this His first circuit in Gulilee, would of itself require 
a book equal in bulk to one of our present gospels to 
relate it. This may serve to illustrate the remark of St. 
John that "there are many other things which Jesus did, 
the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written." 

S. He Heals a Leper. — Leprosy was a disease accounted 
by the Jews almost incurable. In Old Testament history, 
Naaman, the Syrian, was cleansed of his leprosy by Elisha, 
and this was considered one of the most striking of the 
miracles of this great prophet. A leper now came to 
Christ aa he was passing through one of the cities of 
Galilee, kneeling down to Him, and beseeching Him, 
saying, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." 
Moved with compassion, Jesus put forth His hand and 
touched Him, saying, "I will; be thou clean;" and his 
leprosy immediately departed from him. To touch a leper 
was, as a general rule, to partake of his defilement; Jesus, 
by touching him, cleansed him of his leprosy, But He 
who came not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it, gave 
orders that in this instance, its instructions should be 
followed. " Go thy way," He said to the newly-cleansed 
leper, "show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy clean- 
sing those things which Moses commanded for a testimony 
unto them." He also bade the man keep his cure a secret, 
but he went about publishing it in every direction, so that 
Jesus, to escape the wondering crowd that thronged Him, 
had to depart into desert places. Even here, they came 
to Him from every quarter. 

3. He Healeth one Sick of the Palsy. — After some 
time; Jesus came again into Capernaum; and it being 
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known that He was in a certain house, ^'many were 
gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to 
receive them, no, not so much as about the door. Under 
these circumstances, a man stricken with paralysis was 
brought to the house, lying on a bed, carried by four 
persons. It being impossible for them to penetrate the 
dense crowd that blocked up the entrance, the bearers 
uncovered the roof of the house, and let the sick man 
gently down, placing him thus before Jesus. The Saviour, 
seeing theii* faith, said to the sick man, '^Son, thy sins 
are forgiven thee." Certain of the Scribes and Pharisees 
that sat near, though not venturing to object openly to 
this claim of authority, yet said within themselves, "Who 
is this that speaketh blasphemies ? who can forgive sins 
but God only]*' Jesus, as God, reading their thoughts, 
replied to their unspoken objection. If His word was 
attended with power in things open to their sight, might 
they not believe it equally potent in things that were 
invisible? It was as easy for Him to say, "Arise and 
walk " as, " Thy sins be forgiven thee." If He claimed 
authority in spiritual matters where they could not follow 
Him, He would prove His power by a miracle in the 
natural world, where their eyes should be their witnesses. 
So calling to the man sick of the palsy with a voice of 
authority, He bade him arise, take up his bed, and go 
unto his house. The result is given in the majestic 
simplicity of the gospel narrative, "And he arose and 
departed to his house." Well might the astonished mul- 
titude glorify God, exclaiming, " we never saw it on this 
fashion," and " we have seen strange things to-day 1 " 

4. The Call of Matthew.— After the healing of the 
paralytic, as our Lord was walking down the streets of 
Capernaum, He saw Matthew, sitting at the receipt of 
custom, and attached him to His service by the command 
"Follow me." Matthew at once arose, left all, and 
followed S[im. He afterwards made a great feast at his 
house, which was attended by many other publicans or 
tax-gatherers like himself. The Pharisees censured the 
conduct of the Saviour to His disciples, in thus eating and 
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diinking with publicans and sinners ; but Jesus replied 
that He came as a physician to heal those who were sick 
and broken in their spiritual health, not those who, by 
proclaiming themselves to be well, put it out of His power 
to benefit them. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER V. 

1. How did Jesibs show his respect for the law in cleansing the 

leper? 

2. How did the man sick of the palsy gain admittance to the 

presence of Christ ? 

3. By what means did JesUs prove to the Scribes and Pharisees 

that He had power on earth to forgive sins ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

Our Lord's Second Passover at Jerusalem — He heals an Infirm 
Man at the Pool of Bethesda^The Disciples pluck ears of 
Com on the Sabbath Day— The healing of a Man with a 
Withered Hand — Christ Chooseth His Twelve Apostles. 

1. Our Lord's Second Passover at Jerusalem. — A 

year had now elapsed since Christ had purged the temple 
at the first Passover of His ministry. To attend the second 
Passover, He left Galilee, and went up to Jerusalem. An 
importent point maybe mentioned here, which should be 
borne in mind in the study of the gospels. The three first 
evangelists, St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, are most 
full in relating the events of our Lord's ministry in Galilee; 
the last evangelist, St. John, devotes nearly the whole of 
his gospel to the history of our Lord's miracles and teach- 
ing in Jerusalem* 

2. He heals an Infirm Man at the Pool of Bethesda. 

— ^"Ihe Pool of Bethesda was situated near the Sheep 
Gate in Jerusalem (Neh. iii. 1). It had five porches, and 
waa famous for the healing properties of its waters, which 
were more especially salutary at certain seasons when an 
angel went down and troubled them. "Whosoever then 
first after the troubling of the water, stepped in, was made 
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nrliole of whatsoever disease he had." A poor wretch lay 
in one of these porches, who had been in a state of pro- 
stration thirty-eight years. Jesus, seeing him lie there, 
approached him with the inquiry, " Wilt thou be made 
whole 1" The infirm man, mistaking the meaning of the 
Saviour, proceeded to explain, that, owing to his weakness, 
he had not been hitherto able to get into the pool soon 
enough, after its disturbance, to experience its healing 
qualities. The reply of Christ to this confession of utter 
helplessness was a command to rise up, take his bed, and 
walk. No sooner were these words uttered than the man 
did as he was bidden; and the stricter class of Jews were 
scandalised by the sight of a man carrying his bed through 
the streets of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. Some of 
them stopped him with the severe remonstrance, " it is 
the Sabbath day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy 
bed." The man naturally explained that He who had 
made him whole, had instructed him to do the act they 
so strongly censured; and, finding out afterwards the 
name of his benefactor, he told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who told him to carry his bed. 

* And now broke out an angry controversy between 
Jesus and the Pharisees concerning the observance of the 
Sabbath day. This charge of Sabbath breaking was 
brought against Him again and again during the whole 
course of His ministry. On this occasion He defended 
His conduct by alleging the ceaseless action of God in 
nature. "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." 
But this did not convince the Pharisees, who complained 
the more vehemently that He " had not only broken the 
Sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making 
Himself equal to God" (John v. 17, 18). 

3. The Disciples pluck Ears of Corn on the Sabbath 
Day. — Jesus now left Jerusalem, and proceeded with His 
disciples on His way back to Galilee. As the little band 
were passing through the corn-fields on the Sabbath day, 
the disciples plucked ears of com in order to satisfy theii 
hunger. This furnished a pretext for the Pharisees to 
bring a fresh charge of Sabbath breaking against the 
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Saviour. He defended the conduct of His disciples by 
various arguments and illustrations, such as David eating 
hallowed bread when in a state of distress; the necessary 
work of the priests in thjB temple on the Sabbath day 
(He being greater than the temple, His attendants might 
work too). He quoted the prophet Hosea (vi. 6) to show 
how emphatically God prefers mercy to sacrifice; the 
strong Hebrew expression makes sacrifice, when it clashes 
with mercy, a thing utterly forbidden, "I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice." Mercy, therefore, to men's hungry 
bodies would be more acceptable to God than the sacrifice 
of a perfect Sabbath. He ended with laying down two 
principles relating to the observance of the Sabbath: 
(1) ''The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath ; (2) The Son of Man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath " (Mark ii. 27, 28). 

4. The Healing of a Man with a Withered Hand.— 

The same controversy, concerning the observance of the 
Sabbath day, was revived a short time afterwards in one 
of the synagogues of Galilee. Having proceeded there on 
a Sabbath day to teach. He saw a man before Him who 
had a withered hand. The assembled Scribes and Phari- 
sees watched Him whether He would dare to heal this 
man on a day in which, according to the letter of the 
law, all manner of work was forbidden. Knowing their 
thoughts, Ghiist bade the man stand forth in the midst, 
that by an appeal to their human sympathies. He might 
subdue their narrow prejudices. He then demanded which 
of them having a sheep fallen into a pit on the Sabbath 
day, would not immediately lift it out, and not suffer it to 
perish? was not a man then much better than a sheep? As 
they made no answer to these questions, Jesus, regarding 
them with anger, bade the man "stretch forth thine hand." 
The hand that a moment before hung shrunken and life- 
less by his side, was now stretched out whole as the other. 
After this incident, our Lord laid it down, su3 a general 
rule to be observed by His followers, "wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath day." The Pharisees, 
however, were filled with madness against Him, and held 
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a coTincil to consider hovr they might destroy Him. But 
He departed from that neighbourhood, followed by great 
multitudes, concerning whom St Matthew tells iis that 
" He healed them all. The numerous sick and crippled 
persons who left Him whole and well, He charged not to 
make Him known, thus fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy of 
Jehovah's chosen servant, who "shall not strive, nor cry, 
neither shall any man hear His voice in the streets; a 
bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall 
He not quench, till He send forth judgment unto victory" 
(Isaiah xlii 1-3). 

5. Christ Choosetli His twelve ApostleB.— The night 

before this solemn event was spent by Jesus in prayer to 
God. Most of the persons now ordained to be Apostles, 
were already disciples of Jesus. Though the number of 
His disciples during His ministry was counted by hundreds 
(1 Cor. XV. 5), yet the list of the Apostles never exceeded 
twelve. " Going unto a mountain, and calling unto Him 
whom He would. He ordained twelve that they should 
be with Him, and that He might send them forth to 
preach, and to have power to heal sickness, and to cast 
out devils." The following is a list of the twelve Apostles, 
with a brief notice of each : — 

(1). Simon Peter is placed first in all the catalogues 
of Apostles. He was brought to Jesus by his brother 
Andrew (John L 41). He is famous for lus memorable 
confession that Jesus was " the Christ, the son of the 
living God," and also for his denial of Jesus in the High 
Priest's palace. He preached the sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, recorded in Acts iL, after which 3000 converts 
were added to the Church. He is stated to have suffered 
martyrdom at Bome by being crucified with his head 
downwards* 

(2). Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter. He had 
been formerly a disciple of John the Baptist. 

(3). James, one of tho two sons of Zebedee, was by 
occupation a fisherman. He was called, while catching 
fish on the sea of Galilee, to the higher office of ^'.fisher 
of men." James and John were sumamed by our Lord 
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*' Boanerges," or " the sons of thunder." Peter, James, 
and John, formed the inner circle of our Lord's Apostles, 
being specially privileged to be with Him on three occa- 
sions; (1) at the raising of Jairus* daughter; (2) at the 
Transfiguration; (3) at the agony in the garden. In a.d. 
44, Herod Agrippa I. " killed James the brother of John 
"with the swoi*d" (Acts xiL 1, 2). 

(4). John, brother of James, was specially distinguished 
"as the disciple whom Jesus loved." He wrote the gospel 
of St. John, three epistles, and the Bevelation. He out- 
lived all the other Apostles, and died a.d. 120. 

(5). Philip was a native of Bethsaida, in Galilee. Little 
is recorded of him in the gospels. His call is related in 
St. John's gospel (i. 43), and other incidents are there 
mentioned in which his name occurs (John vi. 5-9; xii. 
20-22; xiv. 8). 

(6). Bartholemew is supposed to be Nathanael, whose con- 
versation with Jesus isrecordedinSt. John'sgospel (145-51). 

(7). Matthew, a publican, or tax-gatherer, was called by 
our Lord as he sat at the receipt of custom in the streets 
of Capemaimi. The chief collectors of the Boman tribute 
were generally Bomans by birth, but in conquered pro- 
vinces they usually employed under them inferior officers, 
natives of the district, and to this class Matthew probably 
belonged. 

(8). Thomas was sumamed Didymus, a word meaning 
" the twin." He was of a low desponding temperament, 
strongly prone to doubt and disbelief. The most striking 
incident in his life was his unbelief in the resurrection of 
Christ, which was only removed by a minute inspection 
of the five wounds. 

(9). James, the son of Alphseus, otherwise called "James 
the less," and " the Lord's brother," was most likely the 
cousin of Jesus, as the Greek word translated " brother " 
may also signify " cousin." St. James is mentioned with 
great distinction in the Acts of the Apostles, and appears 
there on a level with the greatest of the Apostles. He 
took a leading part in the deliberations of the council of 
Jerusalem (Acts xv. 13). 
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(10). Judas, the brother of James, was known also as 
Lebbseus and Thaddeus. This Apostle is only mentioned 
once in the gospel history (John xiv. 22) . It is not certain 
whether he is the author of the Epistle of Jude. 

(11). Simon the Canaanite is elsewhere called "Simon 
Zelotes." "Canaanite" is a Syriac word rendered in 
Greek by "■ Zelotes." It indicates that Simon formerly 
belonged to the Jewish faction known as the Zealots, 
who were distinguished for their fiery zeal for the Mosaic 
law. 

(12). Judas Iscariot; so called probably from being a 
native of Kerioth in Judah, is not mentioned in the 
gospels^ till his name occurs in the catalogue of Apostles. 
He kept the purse for the little band of Christ and His 
Apostles, and St. John tells us he was unfaithful to hia 
trust (John xii. 6). He betrayed his master to the Jews 
for thirty pieces of silver, but stung with remorse after 
hearing he was condemned, he returned the money, and 
committed suicide by hanging, 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VI. 

1. What part of our Lord's ministry is related most fully by 
the first three Evangelists ? To what part of it does St. «fohn 
chiefly confine himself ? 

2. What charge did the Jews bring against Jesus when he 
healed the infirm man at the pool of Bethesda ? By what argu- 
ments did Christ defend the conduct of His disciples in plucking 
the ears of com on the Sabbath day ? 

3. What act of devotion did Jesus perform before choosing Hia 
twelve Apostles ? 

4. What three Apostles belonged to the inner circle of our 
Lord's Apostles? On what three occasions were they present 
when the other nine were excluded ? 

5. What does the term ''Simon the Canaanite " inform us as 
to the views of the Apostle, before he was called by Jesus ? 

6. What special trust was committed to Judas Iscariot ? 
What does St. John tell us of his character before he betrayed 
his Master ? 



THE HEALING OP THE CENTURION'S SERVANT. 47 



CHAPTER VIL 

The Sermon on the Mount — ^The Healing of the Centurion's 
Servant — The Baising of the Widow's Son at Nain — John 
the Baptist sends Disciples to Jesus — A woman who is a 
Sinner anointeth Jesus' feet. 

1. The Sermon on the Mount. — Having chosen His 
twelve Apostles, Christ proceeded to a mountainous 
district, from a level part of which He delivered His 
" sermon on the Mount." The law was given by God in 
old time from Mount Sinai, so now, Christ, from a moun- 
tain, sets forth in detail the great truths of the gospel, 
The sermon on the Mount begins with eight blessings, 
called from a word of Latin origin, the eight beatitudes. 
This discourse produced on the audience a feeling of 
astonishment, for "He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the Scribes." 

2. The Healing of the Centurion's Servant. — ^When 

He had come down from the mountain, Jesus returned to 
Capernaum where the elders of the Jews met Him to 
prefer a request on behalf of a Koman officer. This person, 
who was of the rank of a centurion (i.e., the commander 
of about 100 men), had a slave stricken with paralysis, 
for whose recovery he was very anxious. The Jewish 
elders entreated Jesus to heal the servant of the Roman 
officer, saying, " that he was worthy for whom He should 
do this, for he loveth our nation, and hath built us a syna- 
gogue." The Saviour, therefore, proceeded to accompany 
them, but as they were approaching the house where the 
sick slave lay, the centurion sent messengers to Jesus, 
saying he was unworthy of the presence of so exalted a 
person, and only desired that He should pronounce the 
word of healing. Being himself a man under authority, 
he inferred that as his own word was attended with obedi- 
ence in the military duties he had to perform, so the word 
of Christ, though spoken at a distance from the object, 
would be obeyed in the world of nature, over which Hg 
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had proved himself Lord. Jesus marvelled at such strong 
faith being found in a Gentile, and declared that it was 
greater than any He had witnessed in Israel. He took 
the opportunity to declare that salvation was not confined 
to the Jews, but that " many shall come from the east, 
and from the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven." Jesus 
then spoke the word of healing, and the messengers 
returning, found the servant whole that had been sick. 

S. The Raising of the Widow's Son at Nain.— The 
day after the healing of the centurion's servant, Jesus 
went towards a village called Nain, accompanied by His 
disciples, and followed by a crowd of people. As He 
approached the gate of the village. He met a funeral 
procession. A young man was being carried out for 
burial, "the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow." The Lord of Life being thus brought into 
sudden contact with death proved Himself its conqueror. 
Filled with compassion for the sorrowing mother, by this 
terrible blow deprived at once of comfort and support. 
He bade her "weep not." Then He approached and 
touched the bier, at which the bearers, awed by His 
presence, stood still. In the midst of the expectation 
which this act had created, Jesus called out to the dead, 
"Yoimg man, I say imto thee, arise." "And he that was 
dead, sat up, and began to speak, and He delivered him 
to his mother." This wonderful miracle produced a 
sobering influence on the crowd that witnessed it. A 
great fear fell upon the people, and the conviction was 
loudly expressed that a great prophet had risen up in 
their midst, and that God had visited His people. This 
miracle is only recorded by St. Luke. 

4. John the Baptist sends Disciples to Christ. — John 

the Baptist was now shut up in the fortress of Machoerus. 
He was allowed to communicate with his disciples, and 
they brought him tidings of the miracles of Jesus. Still 
the Saviour had not come forth openly as the Messiah, 
nor had He been accepted as such by the chief men of 
the nation. The Baptist was, therefore, perplexed as to 
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the tnie character in which Jesus appeared; and to resolve 
his doubts, sent two of his disciples to Him with the 
pointed inquiry, "Art Thou He that should come, or do 
we look for another ] " Christ's answer to this question 
was a direction to the two disciples to tell John what they 
had seen and heard : " The blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them." These, surely, were ample proofs of His redeeming 
power, and He declared those blessed who were satisfied 
with these signs, and did net take offence at His not ful- 
filling their own favourite though fallacious theories of 
the Messiah's mission. Oh the departure of John's 
messengers, Jesus addressed the multitude on his char- 
acter and mission. He was not a reed shaken with the 
wind, this stem denouncer of sin, and vindicator of right- 
eousness; very far was he, in his austere living, from being 
clothed in soft raiment, and accustomed to delicacies of 
food. What was he then] a prophet, more than a prophet, 
the greatest of all the prophets ; that prophet Elijah which 
Malachi had foretold should come before the day of 
the Lord. Nevertheless, as a proof of the superiority of 
the new dispensation over the old, the least in the kingdom 
of heaven was greater than he. 

6. A Woman who was a Sinner Anointeth Jesus' 

Feet. — A Pharisee, named Simon, having invited our 
Lord to a repast. He was followed into the room by a 
woman who had led. an unchaste life. While He was 
reclining over the table, she " brought an alabaster box 
of ointment, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping, 
and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them 
with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment." This man, thought 
Simon, if He were a prophet, would know that the 
woman who is touching Him is a sinner, and would 
shrink with abhorrence from any contact with her. 
Jesus proved Himself a prophet by reading the thoughts 
of His host, and rebuked him in the touching parable of 
tho two clebtorQ, The Pharisee readily acknowledged 

V 
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that the debtor who was forgiven the largest sum would 
love his benefactor the most, and then our Lord applied the 
illustration to the case before them. The self-righteoua 
Simon, who felt his^ins no burden, had, in the little love 
he bore his guest, denied E[imsomeof the mostordinaryrites 
of Eastern hospitality; but his defect had been abundantly- 
supplied by the overflowing love of this unhappy woman. 
^'I entered into thine house,'' said our Lord to lam in gentle 
rebuke, " and thou gavest Me no water for My feet; but 
she hath washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; but this 
woman, since the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss 
My feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but 
this woman hath anointed My feet with ointment. 
Wherefore, I say unto thee, her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven her, for she loved much; but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth littla" This com- 
passionate and reproving speech excited the anger of the 
other Pharisees, who, not daring to utter their thoughts 
within His presence, said withm themselves, '^ Who is 
this that forgiveth sins also ? " But Jesus, turning to the 
penitent woman, consoled her with the assurance of 
pardon. '* Thy faith hath saved thee/' He said to her, 
" Go in peace." 

Li the heading to St. Luke viL (the chapter in which 
this narrative appears), this woman is declared to be 
Mary Magdalena There is no authority for this state- 
ment; and there are many excellent reasons for believing 
that this woman was not Mary Magdalene. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIL 

1. What inferenoe did the Centurion draw from the obedience 
rendered to his own orders ? 

r 2. What great trath concemin^ the salvation of the Gentiles 
did our Lord amioimce at the healing of the Centurion's servant ? 

3. What character, as a prophet, did our Lord give to the 
multitude of John the Baptist ? 

4. By what parable did Jesus rebuke the uncharitable thoughts 
of Simon the f harisee ? 
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CHAPTEK VIIL 
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Jesns, with the Twelve, makes a Second Circuit in Galilee — The 
Healing of a Demoniac — The Pharisees seek a Sign — Christ 
Declares who are His Nearest Eelatives — ^The Smughter of 
Certain Galileans, and Parable of the Barren Fig-tree — A 
Series of Parables. 

1. Jesus, with the Twelve, makes a Second Circuit 

in Galilee. — Jesus now proceeded to make a second cir- 
cnit of Ckililee. St. Luke tells us, " He went throughout 
every city and village," showing the thoroughness with 
which the gospel message was made known in Northern 
Palestine. And here a light is afforded us as to the 
source from which oui* Lord and His apostles obtained 
their maintenance during the remaining years of His 
ministry. They were accompanied by "certain women 
-which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities; 
Mary, called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils; 
Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward; Susanna, 
and many others which ministered unto Him of their 
substance" (Luke viii. 1-3), Joanna, the wife of Herod's 
steward, was evidently a woman of rank and wealth. It 
is probable that to this period of His ministry the 
attempt of His kinsmen to confine Him as an insane 
person must be referred (Mark iiL 20, 21). St. John 
tells us they refused to believe in Him as the Messiah 
(John vii 6). 

2. The Healing of a Demoniac who was Blind and 

Dumb. — ^A man, possessed with a devil, who was 'both 
blind and dumb, was next brought to the Saviour to be 
healed. This poor wretch, with two of his outward 
senses closed, and his spirit debased and tormented by 
constant association with the devil, must have seemed to 
the assembled crowd a hard subject for treatment, even 
for one who had shown so signally His power over evil 
spirits and infirmities. What, then, was their wonder 
when " the blind and dumb both spoke and saw? " With 
fimazement they demanded whether any longer a doubt 
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could be possible that this was the Son of David, the 
Messiah promised through all the ages. But the 
Pharisees were ready with a theory of their own, by 
which such wonders could be otherwise accounted for. 
" He hath Beelzebub," they declared, " and by the prince 
of the devils. He casteth out devils." Our Lord easily 
laid bare the shallowness of such a theory, based, as it 
was, on the supposition that Satan would knowingly be a 
party to his own defeat and discomfiture. Then, in more 
solemn tones. He declared that those who thus resisted 
the clearest proofs of His Messiahship, and turned the 
very evidence that should convince them into a most 
malicious accusation against Him, were in danger of 
committing the dreadful sin of blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost, which "hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation." 

3. The Pharisees seek a Sign from Jesus.— A number 
of the Scribes and Pharisees now came to Jesus, request- 
ing Him to show them a sign from Heaven in proof of 
His Messiahship. Well knowing that those who had 
attributed to Satanic agency His greatest miracles would 
be satisfied with no sign that could be given them. He 
refused to work a miracle for the idle purpose of estab- 
lishing faith in minds resolutely set against conviction. 
Still a sign should be ofiered them, not indeed from 
Heaven, but from one of their ancient prophets; a sign, 
the full import of which should be seen in the events 
that were coming. " As Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.'' 
Then He contrasted their unbelief and impenitence under 
His Ministry, with the repentance and faith of Gentiles 
under the ancient prophets and kings — ^the repentance of 
the men of Nineveh, the love of wisdom that animated 
the Queen of Sheba. A greater than Jonah was in their 
Ynidst, and they refused to repent; they listened to the 
wisdom of a greater than Solomon, yet it failed to attract 
and convince them. 

f , Cbrif^t PQClar^s Yfho are Hi§ Nearest ^^latives,-? 
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While life tvas delivering the discourse alluded to in the 
last paragraph, one of the audience informed Him that 
His mother and His brethren stood without, desiring to 
speak with Him. Jesus seized the opportunity to declare 
that in the kingdom He was founding, righteousness 
constituted the title to eminence, and not natural relation- 
ship. Stretching out His hand towards His disciples, 
He said, " Behold My mother and My brethren ! For 
whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in 
Heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother " 
(Matt, xii 46-50). 

5. The Slaughter of certain Galileans —Parable of 
the Barren Fig-tree. — ^About this time, our Lord was 
told of certain Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. This incident probably took plac9 
at Jerusalem, at one of the great yearly feasts, when these 
Galileans, by their turbulence, brought upon them the 
swift vengeance of the Roman procurator. Jesus em- 
ployed this incident to teach His hearers that the 
disasters which visited men were not always sent on 
them as a punishment for special sins, and that, in this 
particular case, these Galileans were no greater sinners 
than many of their fellow-countrymen. He proceeded to 
warn them that unless they repented, a similar fate 
awaited themselves; a prophecy that received abundant 
fulfilment in the destruction of Jerusalem, and the fre- 
quent insurrections of the Jews, that were repressed with 
merciless severity. A similar lesson oiu* Lord conveyed 
from the death of eighteen men on whom the tower of 
Siloam fell. He then related the parable of the fruitless 
fig-tree. The three years mentioned in this parable 
correspond very closely to the duration of our Lord's 
ministry. The Jewish nation, still bearing no fruit, in 
spite of time added to arouse it to righteousness, its 
probation came to an end; and the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, in A.D. 70, followed as a direct consequence of the 
crucifixion in a.d. 30. 

6. A Series of Parables. — A series of parables are next 
found in the Gospel History, consisting of the following: 
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(1) The Sower; (2) the Candle under a Bushel; (3) the 
Seed growing secretly; (4) the Wheat and the Tares; 
(5) the Mustard Seed; (6) the Leaven; (7) the Hid 
Treasure; (8) the Pearl; (9) the Draw Net. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIIL) 

1. What does St. Luke say as to the thoroTLeimess with which 
Jesus preached in His second circuit through Galilee ? 

2. what led our Lord to warn the Pharisees against conunitting 
the unpardonable sin ? 

3. What is the sign of the prophet Jonah ? What comparison 
did Jesus draw between the conduct of the inhabitants of Nineveh 
and the Queen of Sheba on the one hand, and the generation, 
which had witnessed His teaching, on the other ? 

4. What truth did our Lord declare from the instance of the 
Galileans whom Pilate slew, and the eighteen men on whom the 
tower of Siloam fell ? 



CHAPTER IX. 

Christ Stilleth a Tempest on the Sea — The Two Demoniacs o£ 
Gadara — He Healeth a Woman with an Issue of Blood, and 
Baiseth Jairus' Daughter — Two Blind Men Healed, and a 
Dumb Spirit cast ou^ 

1. Christ Btilletii a Tempest on the Sea. — On the 

evening of the day when the parables enumerated in the 
last chapter were spoken, Jesus instructed His disciples 
to accompany Him to the other side of the Sea of GalUee. 
" And when they had sent away the multitude, they took 
Him, even as He was, into the ship." Wearied with Hia 
day's teaching, He lay down on a pillow in the hinder 
part of the vessel, and fell asleep. A great tempest 
suddenly arising on the sea, the ship was filled with water, 
so that it was in danger of sinking. The terrified apostles 
thereupon hastily awoke their Master, imploring Him to 
save iiiem from the destruction which threatened them. 
€(ently checking them for their weak faith, Jesus '* arose, 
rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
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calm.'' The fear for their safety in the violent storm 
was now changed into a feeling of deepest awe. '^ They 
feared exceedingly, and said one to anothei", what 
manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey Him?" 

2. The Two Demoniacs of Oadara. — When Jesus 

landed on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, there 
met Him two persons possessed with devils, " exceeding 
fierce, so that no man might pass that way.^' The one, 
whose condition is more particularly described^ was 
utterly naked, and every effort to secure him had proved 
fruitless. " He had been often bound with fetters and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, 
and the fetters broken in pieces." The fierceness which 
had made him such a terror to other travellers, was 
changed into abject fear at the approach of Jesus. 
«* What have I to do with Thee ? " he said, " Jesus, Thou 
Son of the most high God, I adjure Thee by God that 
Thou torment me not." So closely was this unhappy 
wretch associated with the evil spirits that possessed him, 
that when our Lord, to recall him to consciousness, 
enquired his name, he gave their name instead of his 
own, — " My name is Legion; for we are many." But the 
great power of the Son of God could restore this wreck 
of humanity to health and moral sanity, and so the com- 
mand was given, " Come out of the man, thou unclean 
spirit." Unable to resist the word of power, the devils 
yet intreated that they might be permitted, on leaving 
the man, to enter into a large herd of swine feeding near. 
Jesus granted their request, and the swine, in number 
about 2000, ran violently down a steep place into the 
sea, and were drowned. The herdsmen fled in dismay^ 
carrying the tidings to the nearest inhabited place, the 
dwellers in which soon came thronging to the spot, view- 
ing with amazement and fear the man formerly so violent 
and fierce, now '< sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind." More impressed apparently by the loss of the 
swine than the recovery of the demoniac, they " began 
to pray Him to depart out of their coasts." As He 
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was returning to the shore^ the restored man begged 
to be allowed to accompany Him, but Jesus would not 
grant his desire. " Go home," He said, " to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee." The man 
obeyed, and so throughout that wild district resounded 
the fame of the great prophet of Galilee. 

3. He Healeth a Woman with an Issue of Blood, 
and Baiseth from the Dead Jairus' Daughter. — On 

arriving at the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 
found a large crowd of people expecting Him. One man 
was there whose errand would not brook delay. Jairus, 
one of the rulers of the synagogue of Capernaum, whose 
faith had doubtless been strengthened by witnessing 
many of Christ's mighty works, had one only daughter, 
about, twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. 
Anxiously, therefore, making his way to Jesus, Jairus 
" fell at His feet, and besought Him greatly, saying, 
*My little daughter lieth at the point of death; come and 
lay thy hands on her that she may be healed.' " Jesus 
proceeded to accompany the ruler, according to his wish, 
and in the midst of a constantly increasing multitude. 
He made His way with difficulty to the sick child's 
dwelling. 

Among the crowd was a poor woman who had suffered 
from an issue of blood twelve years. She had not neg- 
lected the ordinary means of recovery, but had spent her 
whole living upon physicians without any result, except 
for the worse. At last she came to the great Physician, 
and so strong was her faith, that she thought if she 
could but touch the hem of His garment, she should .be 
made whole. Pushing through the crowd to approach 
His person, she at last, with eager, outstretched hands, 
touched the hem of His garment, and immediately " she 
felt in her body that she was healed of that plague." And 
now she would have stolen away, and returned to her 
home, but Jesus, turning quickly round, demanded, 
" who touched Me 1 " Peter naturally replied that such 
an inquiry seemed unreasonable^ when the crowd on all 
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sided were thronging Him. But the answer came, 
"somebody hath touched Me, for I perceive that virtue 
is gone out of Me.'' The poor woman, fearful lest she had 
offended, now came forward, and falling at His feet, 
related before all the people the history of her disease, 
and of its miraculous cure. The Saviour dismissed her 
with words of consolation and peace : " Daughter," He 
said, "be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee 
whole; go in peace." 

At the close of this incident, messengers came from 
Jairus' house, announcing that the child was dead, and 
therefore the master need not proceed further. Jesus, 
anxious that the unbelief of the messengers should not 
extend to the ruler, confirmed his wavering faith by the 
assurance, " Fear not; believe only, and she shall be 
made whole." Having arrived at the house. He pro- 
ceeded to the chamber of the sick child, now occupied by 
hired mourners, who filled the house with their mournful 
cries. Having put these out, He selected three of His 
apostles — Peter, James, and John — to witness the miracle, 
with the father and mother of the maiden. Then taking 
the dead child by the hand. He said to her in Aramaic, 
"Talitha, cumi," which is,, being interpreted, "Maid, 
arise." The girl instantly arose, and walked; and, as a 
proof that her recovery was real. He commanded that 
something should be given her to eat. St. Mark remarks 
that the people " were astonished with a great astonish- 
ment," and both St. Mark and St. Luke state that a 
strict command was given for the miracle to be kept secret. 

4. Two Blind Hen Healed, and a Dumb Spirit cast 
out. — Having left the ruler's house, Jesus was followed 
by two blind men, crying after Him, "Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on us." Having come into a house, 
Jesus asked them if they believed He had" the power to 
heal them. They answered, " Yea, Lord." The Saviour 
replied, "according to your feith be it unto you." Their 
eyes were opened; and, as they departed, Jesus bade them 
keep their cure a secret, but " they spread abroad His 
feme in all that country." 
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On leaving this house^ a dumb man possessed with a 
devil was brought to Jesus. The devil having been cast 
out, the dumb spake, so that the crowd, in great astonish- 
ment, proclaimed that such a wonder had never been 
seen in Israel. As for the Pharisees, they were ready 
with the impious objection they had previously urged, 
" He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils." 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IX. 

1. To what district was Christ proceeding when the tempest 
on the Sea of Galilee took place ? 

2. What answer did Christ give to the petition of the healed 
demoniac that he might accompany Him ? 

3. How long had the woman our Lord healed on His way to 
Jaims* house suffered from the issue of blood ? By what means 
was she made whole ? 

4. Who were the witnesses of the raising of Jairus' daughter ? 
What were the exact words spoken to the dead child by Jesus ? 
How old was she ? 



CHAPTER X. 

Second Visit of Christ to Nazareth — Third Circuit in Galilee-^ 
The Mission of the Twelve — John the Baptist Beheaded^- 
Christ Feedeth Five Thousand — He Walks upon the Sea— 
Jesus Heals the Sick at Gennesareth— ^Discourse in the 
Synagogue at Capernaum. 

i. Second Visit of ChriBt to N&zareth. — Leaving 

Capernaum, our Lord now proceeded for the second time to 
Kazareth, where the early years of His life had been 
spent. On the Sabbath day, He taught in the synagogue 
with such power as to call forth the astonishment of His 
hearers. But again, His humble origin, and the years 
He had spenf familiarly in their midst, proved a 
stumbling-block in the way of their faith. While 
admitting His wisdom, and His mighty works, they 
i*efused to believe that " the carpenter, the Son of Mary, 
the brother of James and Joses, and Simon and Judas," 
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could be the Messiah that all the prophets foretold. This 
title of " the carpenter " being applied to our Lord fur- 
nishes a proof that before the commencement of His 
Ministry- — 

** Jesus wrought with Joseph, 
With chise^ saw, and plane." 

The result of this visit is summed up in a verse of St. 
Mark; " and He could do there no mighty works, save 
that He> laid His hands on a few sick folk, and healed 
them" (Mark vi. 5). It is worthy of remark, that 
though so many notable miracles were performed in 
Capernaum, we have no record in the gospels of auy 
mighty work being done at Nazareth. 

2. Third Circuit in Galilee. — ^No details are given in 
the gospels of this preaching tour. St. Matthew tell us 
" Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing every sickness, and every disease among the 
people." Moved with compassion at the multitudes who 
resorted to Him for instruction, He resolved to send His 
apostles in six companies, consisting of two each, on a 
more thorough mission. 

3. Hission of the Twelve. — Accordingly, the twelve 
apostles were sent out " two by two," on a special mission 
to the Jews. They were directed to (1) preach the gos- 
pel; (2) cast out devils; (3) and heal the sick. They 
were forbidden to provide themselves with money, or 
changes of raiment, as the workman should be considered 
worthy of his meat. When they entered a house, they 
were to give it the salutation of peace; and on departing 
from a city which refused to receive them, or hear their 
words, they were to shake off the dust from their feet as 
a testimony against the inhabitants. Having set forth 
on their mission, St. Mark tells us they went forth 
preaching " that men should repent." It is also stated 
** they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many 
that were sick, and healed them" (Mark vi 12, 13). 

4. John the Baptist Beheaded. — While the twelve 
apostles were occupied in their missionary labours, Herod 
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ordered the execution of John the Baptist. The fam6 of 
Jesus had extended to Herod's court, and the remorseful 
king gave it as his opinion that the worker of these 
mighty wonders was John the Baptist, the guilt of whose 
death hung heavily on his conscience. In this way the 
evangelists are led to record the execution of the Baptist* 
It has already been stated that Herod shut him up in the 
castle of Machoerus, for his courageous censure of the 
king's adulterous union with Herodias, his brother's 
wife. This wicked woman was therefore constantly on 
the watch to compass his death. At a festival held in 
celebration of Herod's birthday, the daughter of Herodias 
so pleased Herod with her dancing, that he vowed to give 
her whatever she should ask, even to the half of his king- 
dom. Having been previously instructed by her mother, 
she at once replied, " Give me here John Baptist's head 
in a charger." The king was exceedingly sorry, for 
though angry with the Baptist for daring to censure his 
wickedness, he had no wish to add to his other crimes 
the murder of so just and holy a man. But out of regard 
for his oath, so solemnly pledged in the midst of such an 
honourable company, he felt compelled to comply with 
her request. An executioner was therefore sent to the 
Baptist's dungeon, and soon afterwards his head was 
brought in a dish, and given to the daughter of the cruel 
queen. John's disciples "took up the body and buried 
it, and went and told Jesus." f 

5. Christ Feedeth Five Thousand. — The apostles, 
having concluded their missionary enterprise, returned, 
and told Jesus " both what they had done, and what they 
had taught." With that thoughtful kindness which 
extended even to their temporal welfare, the Saviour 
now invited them to accompany Him to a desert place, 
where they might rest after such fatiguing labours. They 
therefore took ship privately, and went to Bethsaida- 
Julius, on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. But 
even here, desert place as it was, the multitude followed 
Him. Moved with compassion at their condition, as 
sheep having no shepherd, "He began to teach them 
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many things/' Evening drawing nigh, the apostles saw 
with concern the presence of so great a multitude in a 
region but scantily supplied with food. They therefore 
urged Jesus to send the people into the neighbouring 
villages that they might buy themselves victuals. The 
Saviour rejected this proposal, advising rather that they 
should be supplied with food. Notwithstanding Philip's 
objection, that two hundred pennyworth of bread would 
not be sufficient to give every man a little in so vast a 
multitude, the Lord commanded that they should be fed 
with the food that was at hand, viz., five loaves and two 
fishes. The people, numbering five thousand men, besides 
women and chHdren, were instructed to sit down on the 
green grass in companies of fifty each. Then, when 
Jesus had blessed the loaves. He broke them, and dis- 
tributed them by the hands of His apostles to the multi- 
tude. When they had all eaten, and were well filled, 
twelve baskets full of the fragments were taken up. The 
astonished multitude rose up from their repast, exclaim- 
ing, " This is of a truth that prophet that should come 
into the world " (John vi. 14). 

6. Christ walks on the Sea. — There being now a 
design to seize Jesus by force, and proclaim Him king. 
He "constrained" His disciples to take ship, and cross 
over to the western shore of the sea, while He dismissed 
the multitude. Then He proceeded to a mountain alone, 
where He spent the greater part of the night in com- 
munion with His Father. At the fourth watch of the 
night (i.e., from three to six in the morning), the dis- 
ciples, toiling in their rowing against a contrary wind, 
saw a figure approaching them, walking on the water, 
and making as though it would pass by them. Supposing 
it to be a spectre, they cried out for fear; but, to their 
great comfort, they heard the welcome voice of Jesus 
assuring them — " Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid." 
The ever venturesome Peter requested permission to walk 
over the water to meet his Lord, and being bidden to 
come, he proceeded safely some little distance. But when 
he BQfVf the win4 boisterous, hip faith begai^ to waver, iwi4 
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he sank in the water, crying, "Lord, save me." The 
outstretched arm of Jesus quickly caught him, the Saviour, 
at the same time, gently chiding him for his weak faith. 
" Then they willingly received Him into the ship," and it 
came immediately to the shore where they wished to land. 

7. Jesus Heals the Sick at Oennesaret — ^The district 
in which they landed is called " the land of Gennesaret," 
and here the healing powers of the Saviour were exerted 
in an extraoidinaxy manner. Wherever He appeared, 
the mhabitants carried to Him sick people in beds; as 
He passed down the streets and lanes, sick people lined 
the way, content to touch even the hem of His garment, 
for the healing of their diseases and infirmities. Such 
abundant faith met with its full reward, "as many as 
touched were made perfectly whole." 

8. Discourse in the Synagogue of Capernaum.— The 

next day, the multitude that had been fed with the five 
loaves followed Jesus across the sea to Capernaum, 
expressing great surprise how He could have crossed the 
lake, and great anxiety to wait on His ministry. Jesus 
rebuked them for the selfish motive that had prompted 
them to follow Him, seeking Him, as they did, because 
they expected to be sustained by miracles similar to the 
one they had witnessed. In a long discourse, given in 
St. John's Gospel (vL 22-71), He exhorted them not to 
labour for the bread that perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth for everlasting life," and pointed to Him- 
self as " the bread of life." " From that time many of 
His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him," 
but the twelve remained steadfast in their faith and 
loyalty. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER X. 

1. What was the result of Christ's second visit to Nazareth ? 

2. What instructions did Jesus give the twelve when He sent 
them forth ? 

3. State the occasion of John the Baptist's death. 

4. In what part of the night does the fourth watch occur? 
Which of the apostles met his Master on the water ? 

5. Why did the multitude which had been suraculously fed 
follow our Lord to Capernaum ? 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Ghxist jnatifies His Diaciples for Eating with Unwashen Hands 
— He Healeth the Daughter of a Woman of Canaan — ^A Deaf 
and Dumb Man is Healed — Christ Feedeth Four Thousand 
Men — ^The Jews again re(]^uire a Sim — Jesus opens the eyes 
of a Blind Man at Bethsaida — St. Peter's Confession — First 
Prediction of the coming Sufferings of Jesus, 

L Christ justifies His Disciples for Eating with 
Unwashen Hands. — At this period, a deputation of 
Scribes and Pharisees approached our Lord from Jerusa- 
lem, demanding, " Why do Thy disciples transgress the 
traditions of the elders ? for they wash not their hands 
when they eat bread/' Jesus, in reply, convicted His 
questioners of a far more serious offence, being nothing 
less than open disobedience to the written law of Godregard- 
ing obedience to parents. He then proceeded to enforce the 
great truth that inward purification is of greater import- 
ance than outward cleansing; that keeping the hands 
clean will avail but little, while from the impure heart 
come " evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, blasphemies." " These are the things," said our 
Lord, "that defile a man; but to eat with unwashen 
hands defileth not a man." 

2. He Healeth the Daughter of a Woman of Canaan. 

— Jesus now left the dominions of Herod, as the hostility 
of that wicked king had probably been stirred up against 
Him, after the death of John the Baptist. He pro- 
ceeded first to the region of Tyre and Sidon, next to 
Decapolis, and lastly to Caesarea Philippi, over which 
parts Herod's rule did not extend; his mission being 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. When He 
arrived at the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, He sought 
retirement; but St. Mark informs us " He could not be 
hid." A woman of Greek extraction, probably a heathen 
in religion, hearing of His presence, sought Him, and fell 
at His feet, imploring Him to heal her young daughter, 
who was grievously vexed with a devil. In the wondrous 
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trial of her faith that followed, Jesus at first coldly 
repelled her with the remark, " I am not sent but unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel." A further entreaty- 
called forth the harsher observation, " It is not meet to 
take the children's bi*ead, and to cast it to dogs." Even 
from this rebuke, however, the poor woman drew an 
argument for her daughter's deliverance; allowing that 
herself and her family were but dogs, " The dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their master's table." A 
faith that had struggled through such difficulties called 
forth the admiration of the Saviour. " O woman," He 
said, "great is thy faith; be it even unto thee as thou 
wilt." 

3. A Deaf and Dumb Han is Healed. — Leaving the 
region of Tyre and Sidon, our Lord now came to 
Decapolis, still keeping out of the dominions of Herod. 
Here they brought to Him a deaf man that had an 
impediment in his speech. Taking him aside from the 
multitude, Jesus put His fingers in his ears, spat, and 
touched his tongue, " and, looking up to heaven, sighed, 
and said to him, 'Ephphatha,' that is, *be opened.'" 
Immediately his hearing was restored to him, and the 
impediment in his speech removed, so that he could 
speak with ease. The witnesses were " beyond measure 
astonished, saying, ' He hath done all things well ; He 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 
speak.' " 

4. Christ Feedeth Four Thousand Hen. — A large 

multitude having assembled to witness such wonders, 
Jesus took pity on their famished condition, haviug been 
three days with Him, without anything to eat. Finding 
that His disciples had with them seven loaves, and a few 
little fishes. He directed the multitude to sit on the 
ground. Then He gave thanks, broke the bread, and 
distributed it to the people through the hands of His 
disciples. Four thousand men, besides women and 
children, were fed on this occasion by our Lord, and 
seven baskets full of fragments were taken up at the close 
pf the repast. (The Gre^k -vford here used for " feftsket " 
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refers to a vessel considerably larger than the one 
indicated in the former miracle). 

5. The Jews again require a Sign. — Jesus now took 
tehip, and came into the district of Slagdala, where some 
Pharisees and Sadducees met Him, desiring Him to give 
them a sign from Heaven. He answered them in words 
of reproof, since though they could readily discern the 
signs of the weather, they were unable to read the signs 
of the times. No sign, He declared, should be given to 
that generation, but the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
Then leaviug them. He departed with His disciples, and 
came to the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, the district 
of Bethsaida- Julius. 

6. Christ Healeth a Blind Han at Bethsaida.— This 
miracle is remarkable from the gradual way in which 
the sight was restored to the sufferer. Taking the blind 
man out of the town, Jesus spat upon his eyes, put His 
Lands on him, and asked him if he could see anything. 
He replied that he saw " men as trees walking." After 
that Jesus again touched his eyes, and this time he could 
see all things clearly. 

7. St. Peter's Confession. — Jesus now departed into 

the neighbourhood of Csesarea Philippi, and while there, 
put the faith of the apostles in His mission to the test. The 
first question, "Whom do men say that I am ? "was readily 
answered; and the various rumours that He was John 
the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the old prophets 
were specified. But when the more pointed inquiry, * * Whom 
say ye that I am ? " was made, all voices were silent, save 
the voice of Peter, which proclaimed in no faltering accents, 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." For 
this great confession of faith, a special blessing was 
invoked upon St. Peter; while the whole band were 
charged to keep it a profound secret that their master 
was the Christ. The secrecy was necessary from motives 
of prudence, for the Jewish notions concerning the 
Messiah savoured so strongly of earthly dominion, that, 
had Jesus allowed His followers to proclaim Him as the 
Son of David, the multitude would have insisted on His 

E 
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proving the truth of H!is title, by expelling the Komans, 
and seating Himself on David's throne. We may well 
believe that He who restored sight to the blind, and 
raised the dead, could have driven out the Eoman legions, 
and re-established the ancient monarchy of Israel; but 
this was no part of the Divine scheme for the world's 
redemption; the kingdom which Messiah came to found 
is an everlasting kingdom, great and powerful, but it is 
" not of this world " (John xxiiL 36). 

8. First Prediction of the Coming Sufferings of 

Jesus. — ^The Messiahship of Jesus being thus acknow- 
ledged by St. Peter, and acquiesced in by the other 
apostles, it became necessary, to prevent the raising of 
false expectations, at once to point out the course which 
Messiah would take. So St. Matthew tells us, "from 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples 
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things, and be killed, and be I'aised again the third day." 
But that apostle who had so fully confessed his Master 
to be the Messiah, was not satisfied with so mournful a 
career for Messiah to take. Peter, ever bold and daring, 
began to rebuke his Master for opening up such a future 
of worldly contempt and suffering; but with a sharp 
rebuke, the Saviour warned him that such conduct was 
prompted by the author of all evil, and that he was 
attempting to cast a stumbling-block in His way. The 
Messianic glory was higher than any earthly splendour; 
but the way to it lay through self-denial, suffering, and 
death. Then calling some of those standing near, Jesus 
proclaimed that His followers must submit to a daily 
course of self-denial; and that thus losing their lives for 
His sake in this world, they should save them for a more 
glorious existence hereafter, when the Son of Man shall 
come in the glory of His Father with His angels (Matt. 
xvL 23-27). 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XI. 

1. What commandment did our Lord convict the Pharisees of 
disobeying ? State His conclusion as to what things really defile 
men. 
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2. Wliat ar^ment for relief did the woman of Canaan draw 
from our Lord s statement concerning the diildren'a bread ? 

3. Compare the miracles of the feeding of the ^ve thousand 
with that of the four thousand. What was the number of the 
loaves on each occasion, and how many baskets full of fragments 
were taken up ? 

4. Why did our Lord not proclaim Himself as the expected 
Messiah of the Jews ? 

6. In what neighbourhood did St. Peter confess Jesus to be 
the Messiah? What solemn announcement as to His future 
career followed this confession ? 



CHAPTER XII. 

The Transfiguration— Christ Healeth the Lunatic — Second Pre- 
diction of the Passion — Jesus Payeth Tribute — Contention 
among the Disciples who should be greatest — Jesus goes up 
to Jerusalem to the Feast of Tabernacles — Incidents in 
Samaria — Mission and Return of the Seventy — Ten Lepers 
are Cleansed. 

1. The Transfiguration. — Having declared to His 
apostles that no career of earthly glory awaited Him 
whom they had rightly acknowledged as the Chiist, Jesus 
proceeded to reveal to the three that enjoyed a closer 
imtimacy with Him than the others, a glimpse of the 
true glory that was all His own. Accordingly, taking 
Peter, James, and John to "a high mountain apart," 
He commenced praying to His Father, and while so 
occupied, that wonderful change in His outward appear- 
ance took place, known as His Transfiguration. " His 
face did shine as the sun; His raiment became shining 
exceeding white as snow, so as no fuller on eai-th can 
white them." Then, as the awestricken apostles gazed 
on in bewilderment, other figures were seen conversing 
with the Redeemer, Moses and Elijah, "who appeared 
in glory, and spake of His decease, which He should 
accomplish at Jerusalem." The three apostles were 
stupified with fear and wonder at the sight of so tran- 
scendent a vision; but the usual boldness of Peter not^ 
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forsaking him, he stated his conviction that continuance 
in such blessed society would be desirable, and therefore 
proposed that three tents should be erected for their 
Master and His distinguished visitors. A bright cloud 
now overshadowed them, of which we read, " they feared as 
they entered into the cloud." From it a voice proceeded, 
prilaiming, "This is My beloved Son, in w£,m I am 
well pleased; hear ye Him." The terrified apostles fell 
to the earth with consternation; but Jesus touched them, 
bidding them arise and not be afraid, and "when they 
had lifted their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus 
only " (Matt. xvii. 8). On coming down from the moun- 
tain, the three apostles received a strict command not to 
disclose what they had seen until after the resurrection, 
a direction which gave rise to a keen debate among them, 
as to what the rising fix)m the dead should mean. Elijah's 
appearance on this occasion prompted the apostles to ask 
their Master for a solution of the difficulty raised by the 
Scribes against acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah, that 
Elijah must come first (Mai. iv. 5). Jesus replied that 
Elijah had already come without being recognised in the 
person of John the Baptist, and they had done to him 
" whatsoever they listed." 

2. Christ Healeth the Lunatic. — ^As the Saviour and 
His three apostles were descending the mountain, they 
were confronted by a distressing scene at ihe bottom. A 
man had brought his lunatic son to the nine apostles to 
be healed; but they were not able to eject the devil iiiat 
was the cause of his insanity. The Scribes, excited at 
finding some apparent check to the power of the new 
teacher, took a lively interest in the proceedings. With 
a rebuke to the people for their want of faith, Jesus 
directed the father to approach with his son, who, even 
as he stood before Him, was torn by the evil spirit, so 
that "he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming." 
After kindling some feeble sparks of faith in the father's 
heart (the unhappy man exclaiming, "Lord, I believe, 
help Thou mine unbelief"), Jesus spake to the devil: 
" Thou deaf and dumb spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
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him, and enter no more into him." No spirit, however 
malignant, might resist that word, and so the devil 
suddenly obeyed, after so rending its victim in the act of 
separation, that it left him apparently lifeless on the 
ground. But the Saviour's power restored the feeble 
frame to vigour, and delivered him healed to his father. 
The multitude, when they departed to their homes, " were 
all amazed at the mighty power of God " (Luke ix. 43). 

S. Second Prediction of the Passion.— From the 
period of His transfiguration, the most public part of 
our Lord's ministry was at an end. Henceforth, for the 
most ' part. His teaching was chiefly directed to the 
instruction of His disciples. Accordingly, St. Mark tells 
us that Jesus, after His transfiguration, passed through 
Galilee, " and He would not that any man should know 
it" (Mark ix. 30). Then, to the select circle of His 
disciples, Jesus the second time revealed the sad details 
of His approaching sufferings. St. Mark tells us " they 
understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask Him " 
(Mark ix. 32); St. Matthew mentions that on hearing it, 
" they were exceeding sorry " (Matt. xvii. 23). 

4. Jesus Payeth Tributa— Jesus again coming into 
Capernaum, the collectors of the yearly tax in support of 
the temple applied to the Apostle Peter for payment on 
behalf of his Master. Peter unwittingly acknowledged 
the liability, for which afterwards our Lord gently 
rebuked him, showing him that as the temple was His 
Father's house. He, as the Son of His Father, was exempt 
from payment towards its maintenance. Nevertheless, 
lest offence should be given by a seeming dis^egaixl to 
religious claims, Jesus directed the apostle to open the 
mouth of the first fish he caught in the sea, and he should 
find a sufficient sum to pay the rate for both of them. 
The money required from each householder as the temple 
rate, was a didrachm^ or two drachms, equal to about 
fifteen-pence of our money; the coin St. Peter found in 
the fish's mouth was a stater, which was equal to four 
drachms, and sufficient, therefore, to pay the rate for both 
Jesus and Peter. • 
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5. Conteiition among the Disciples wlio should be 

Greatest. — Oar Lord now finally left Galilee, and pro- 
ceeded towards Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. In one of these day's journeys, Jesus being 
probably some distance in front, the apostles had been 
warmly contending who should be the greatest in their 
Master s kingdom. When they were all assembled in 
a house, the Saviour inquired the subject of their dispute, 
but for very shame they were all silent. He then, by the 
example of a little child, exhorted them to be lowly and 
forbearing, more anxious to hasten the progress of that 
kingdom than to attaia high dignities within it. At the 
same time, St John stating that he had forbidden a man 
who worked miracles in Christ's name to continue such a 
coui-se, Jesus reversed the decision of the too zealous 
apostle, sa3ring, ''there is no man which shall do a 
miracle in My name, that can lightly speak evil of Me." 
Then our Lord gave a solemn warning to His apostles of 
the terrible fate that awaited those who became stumbling- 
blocks in the paths of othei-s, and by the parable of the 
talents, exhorted to the cultivation of a spirit of forgive- 
ness of injuries, unlimited in extent or number. 

6. Jesus goes up to Jerusalem to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles : Incidents in Samaria. — In their journey towiCrds 
Jerusalem, our Lord and His apostles were discourteously 
refused hospitality in a Samaritan village. James and 
John, whom Jesus had sumamed " Boanerges," or " Sons 
of Thunder,'* proved the tmth of the appellation by ask- 
ing permission to invoke fire from Heaven, after the 
example of Elijah, to summarily destroy these inhospitable 
Samaritans. But the Saviour told them they knew not 
the manner of spirit they were of. The motive which 
actuated Him in His ministry was to save men's lives, 
not to destroy them. 

7. Mission and Return of the Seventy. — At this 

period of His ministry, Jesus appointed seventy disciples, 
inferior in rank to the twelve apostles, and sent them, 
two by two, to preach the gospel in places which He 
himself had designed to visit. The directions given to 
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tliem are, for the most part, similar to those previously 
addressed to the twelve. The choice of the number 
seventy seems to indicate that the evangelization of the 
heathen was now in the mind of Christ, for the Jews> at 
that time, reckoned that there were seventy nations. If 
the seventy were sent forth during our Lord's passage 
through Samaria, as many authorities hold, then the 
place from which they were sent would also be suggestive 
of this design. At the end of their mission, the seventy 
returned with joy, exclaiming that through the name of 
Jesus, even the devils were subject unto them. Our Lord 
replied that He could see the kingdom of Satan as 
ah'eady broken up; but still the highest joy was not 
concerning the destruction of evil, but the ac(^uisition of 
good. St. Luke is the only evangelist that narrates the 
mission of the seventy. 

8. Ten Lepers are Cleansed. — In His journey to 

Jei*usalem, ten lepers, "standing afar off," assailed the 
Saviour with their cries, exclaiming, "Jesus, Master, 
have mercy upon us." Jesus directed them to go and 
show themselves to the priests, and as they were obeying 
His instructions, they found themselves cleansed. But 
one only had sufficiently strong feelings of gratitude to 
return and thank his benefactor, and he was a Samaritan. 
"Were there not ten cleansed?" remarked the Saviour; 
"but where are the nine'} There are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, save this stranger." This 
incident is only narrated by St. Luke. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XH. 

1. What three apostles were chosen to witness our Lord's 
glory in His transfiguration ? What Old Testament characters 
talked with Him there, and what was the subject of their con- 
versation ? 

2. How did the apostles receive the second intimation of our 
Lord's approacldng sufferings ? 

3. Why did Jesus claim exemption from the payment of the 

temple tribute ? * What was its amount ? 

4. What apostles werepBumamed" Sons of Thunder?" What 

instance is recorded in this chapter of their too fiery zeal ? 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

^ • 

Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles— The Woman taken in Adultery 
—Jesus in the house of Martha and Mary — ^The Disciples 
again taught how to Fray — ^A Man bom Blind is Healed on 
the Sabbath — Jesus in Jerusalem at the Feast of Dedication 
— He retires beyond Jordan — ^The Eaising of Lazarus — ^The 
Council of Caiaphas against Jesus. 

1. Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles. — ^The popular 

feeling having now been wrought up to an excitable state 
concerning Jesus, His appearance in the temple called 
forth much comment. It was the custom on the eighth 
and concluding day of the feast, to pour water, d^wn 
from the well of Siloam, on the altar, the people mean- 
while giving vent to loud rejoicings. On this day, there- 
fore, " Jesus stood and cried, saying, * If any man thirst, 
let him come imto Me and drink. He that believeth on 
Me, as the Scriptures have said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water/" The chief priests and 
Pharisees sent certain of their officers to arrest Jesus, but 
they returned without executing their errand, alleging as 
their excuse, " never man spake like this man." 

2. The Woman taken in Adultery. — Jesus came early 

the next morning to teach in the temple, and while there 
the Scribes and Pharisees attempted to entrap Him into 
making a statement in condemnation of the law. There- 
fore, bringing in a woman convicted of the crime of 
adultery, they stated that, according to the law of Moses, 
she ought to be stoned (Lev. xx. 10), but they wished to 
learn His decision on the subject. Stooping down, Jesus 
wrote on the ground, probably to imply how sad a thing 
it was that God*s law should be written on such stony 
and earthly hearts as theirs. Then, in answer to their 
repeated calls. He replied, *' He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her." Again resuming Hib 
former occupation. He continued writing for some time, 
when, lifting Himself up. He found that the Scribes and 
Pharisees, convicted by their consciences, had retired. 
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Now that her accusers were gone, the merciful Saviour 
declined to condemn her, and bade her ''go and sin no 
more." — 

S. Jesus in the house of Martha and Uary. — St. Luke 
gives us the first glimpse of the life of our Lord at 
Bethany, and the different characters of Martha and 
Mary. Martha was the elder sister, and she is stated to 
have received Him "into her house." "Mary sat at 
Jesus' feet and heard His word, Martha was cumbered 
about much serving." Martha, jealous that so much of 
her guest's time should be taken up with her sister, com- 
plained that all the household duties were thrown on 
herself, but Jesus replied, "Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things : but one thing 
is needful : and Mary hath chosen that good part which 
shall not be taken away from her." 

4. The Disciples again taught how to Pray. — ^About 
this time, the disciples seeing our Lord engaged in prayer, 
asked Him, when He had ceased, to teach them to pray, 
as John also taught his disciples. Jesus, in reply, taught 
them what is known as " the Lord's Prayer," which was 
given previously in the sermon on the Mount. He pro- 
ceeded to enforce by various examples the duty of earnest- 
ness and importunity in prayer. 

5. A Man bom Blind is Healed on the Sabbath. — ^As 

Jesus was walking through Jerusalem, the disciples called 
His attention to the case of a man sitting by the roadside 
begging, who, they learned, had been blind from his birth. 
The Jewish theory that suffering is the result of sin 
seemed unreasonable in this instance, unless, indeed, the 
man was afflicted for the sins of his parents. But Jesus 
set this question at rest by declaring that neither for his 
own sins, nor for the sins of his parents was this poor 
man afflicted, but that through his weakness the power 
of God might be made known. Then, spitting on the 
ground, He made clay with the spittle, and rubbed it on 
the eyes of the blind man, telling him to go and wash 
in the Pool of Siloam. When he had washed his eyes in 
this pool, sight was given to him, and thus, for the first 
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time in his life, he was able to see the many things with 
which by touch and hearing he was familiar. The atten- 
tion of his neighbours was excited by the altered appear- 
ance of the beggar, who was no longer blind, and had 
ceased to beg, and some doubt existed as to his identity. 
His cure being reported to the Pharisees, they made a 
searching inquiry into the truth of his story, and finding 
no flaw in it, informed him that the person who had healed 
him was not of God, because he had broken the Sabbath. 
In the discussion that followed, the man who had beea 
healed urged that a sinner would not have had the power 
to perform such a stupendous miracle, the like of which 
is not recorded in Old Testament history; but, enraged 
at his presuming to teach them, they cast him out of the 
synagogue. Jesus, finding him after he had thus been 
deprived of his religious privileges under the old dispen- 
sation, sought to engraft him into the dispensation He 
was Himself founding, by the question: "Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God 1 " Having learned that his 
questioner was that Divine being, he answered, " Lord I 
believe," and worshipped Him. -Asa rebuke to the false 
shepherds who had thus driven a sheep from the fold, 
our Lord delivered a discourse concerning the Good 
Shepherd, who takes care of His sheep, and is known by 
them. At the end of this discourse, some urged that he 
had a devil, and was mad; others objected that such 
language was far removed from madness, and it was 
utterly out of the power of a devil to open the eyes of 
the blind. 

6. Jesus in Jerusalem at the Feast of Dedication — 
He Retires beyond Jordan. — Jesus remained in 
Jerusalem from the Feast of Tabernacles to the Feast of 
Dedication, a festival, instituted by Judas Maccabeus, to 
commemorate the purification of the temple, and the 
renewal of its services after its three years' defilement 
by Antiochus Epiphanes. As He walked in Solomon's 
Porch, the Jews came about Him, eagerly endeavouring 
to extort from Him either a confession or a denial of 
His Messiahship. Our Lord answered them by asserting 
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His poBition as Soa of God, for -whicli they took up Btones 
to atone Him for blaspliemy. As the discussion coQ' 
tinned, Ihey attempted again to take Him, but He escaped 
out of their hands and retired beyond Jordan, to the 
district in which the Baptist commenced his ministry, 
followed by many people. The popular verdict conceni- 
ing Him at this time was, "John did no miracle, but aU 
things that John spake of this man were true." 




7, The Baisin^ of Lazoms. — While Jesus was still 
absent from Judsea, tidings vreia brought to Him that 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was danger- 
ously ill. Jesos at once declared that this sickness was 
not nnto death, but appointed for a manifestation of the 
glory of God; so apparently heedless of the summons, He 
remained two days in the same place where He was. 
Then He proposed to His disciples that they should pro- 
ceed to Judea again, saying that T^iazaros was sleeping, 
an expression which He afterwards explained to them as 
referring to his death. The melancholy Thomas, ever 
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looking on the dark side of things, expressed a wish that 
they might all go, and share Lazarus's fate. 

On arriving at Bethany, they found that Lazarus had 
been buried four days previously. Both Martha and 
Mary, on meeting Him, gave expression to the same 
belief, that had the Saviour been with them, their 
brother would have been preserved to them. To our 
Lord's assurance that Lazarus should rise again, Martha 
replied that she well knew this would take place at the 
Resurrection, at which Jesus gave expression to the 
glorious truth, " I am the Resurrection and the life; he 
that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 
never die." Seeing the weeping Mary, and the Jews 
also weeping with her, our Lord showed the true 
sympathies of His human nature, He groaned in spirit, 
and was troubled, and wept with them. 

Our Lord then enquired the place where Lazarus was 
buried, and, coming to the spot, in spite of the remon- 
strances jof Martha, ordered the stone to be removed 
from the mouth of the cave. Then, after a solemn 
thanksgiving to His Father, Jesus cried with a loud 
voice to the four days' dead, " Lazarus, I say unto thee, 
arise." The dead man instantly came forth, bound hand 
and foot with grave-clothes, and a napkin covering his 
face. "Loose him," said the Saviour, "and let him 
go." This stupendous miracle produced different impi-es- 
sions on different minds; " many believed on Him, but 
some went their way to the Pharisees, and told them 
what things Jesus had done " (John xi 46). This miracle 
is only recorded in the Gospel of St. John. 

8. The Counsel of Caiaphas against Jesus. — ^This 
miracle exciting great interest in Jerusalem, the Sanhed- 
rim was called together to consider what action should be 
taken* Caiaphas, the high priest, speaking by an inspira- 
tion proceeding from his office, and not his personal 
character, pronounced it to be expedient that Jesus 
should die, in order to save the nation from destruction. 
Doubtless, he meant that Jesus as Messiah would 
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inyolve the nation in a dreadful conflict with Borne, which 
wotdd end in its ruin; but his words are capable of the 
higher meaning which St. John places upon them, *' this 
spake he not of himself, but, being high priest that year, 
he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation, and 
not for that nation only, but that also He should gather 
together the children of God that were scattered abroad " 
(John xi. 63). From that time, the Sanhedrim was 
constantly on the watch to seize a stdtable occasion for 
putting Him to death. Jesus, therefore, ceased to 
appear openly among the Jews, and withdrew to a place 
called Ephraim, about sixteen miles north of Jerusalem. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XIII. 

1. State m the language of St. Luke the characters of Martha 
and Mary. 

2. For what cause did our Lord declare the beggar He healed 
had been bom blind ? 

3. How lonff had Lazarus lain in the grave when Jesus raised 
him from the dead ? In what gospel is this incident recorded ? 

4. What was the counsel of Caiaphas against Jesus ? What 
action had the Sanhedrim determined to take against Jesus after 
the raising of Lazarus ? 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Jesus beyond Jordan is followed by Multitudes— The Healing 
of the Infirm Woman on the Sabbath— Jesus, going towards 
Jerusalem, is warned against Herod — Our Lord Dines with 
a Chief Pharisee on the sabbath, and Heals a Dropsical Man 
— A Series of Parables and Discourses — Jesus blesses Little 
Children — Incident of the Kich Youth — Jesus a third time 
foretells His Death and Besurrection — James and John 
make their Ambitious Bequest — ^The Healing of two Blind 
Men near Jericho—The Visit of Zacchaeus — Jesus arrives at 
Bethany six days before the Passover — Mary Anointeth the 
Feet of Jesus. 

1. Jesus beyond Jordan is followed by Multitudes— 
The Healing of an Infirm Woman on the Sabbath. — 
JesuB, being now in Persea^ was followed by great multi- 
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I 

tades, wlio brought to Him their sick to be healed. It 
was probably while He remained here that He healed the 
infirm woman on the Sabbath recorded in St. Luke xiii. 
10-17. This poor creature for eighteen years had been 
bent together, and had never once been able to raise 
herself up. Jesus, noticing her as He was teaching in 
the synagogue, called her to Him, and told her she was 
loosed from her infirmity. He then laid His hands upon 
her, and she immediately became straight, and gave 
thanks to God. The ruler of the synagogue, incensed at 
what he considered a breach of the Sabbath, called out 
to the people that there were six days of the week set 
apart for work, and therefore on one of these they ought 
to come to be healed. Our Lord indignantly replied that 
as horses and asses on the Sabbath day were loosed from 
their stalls and led to the water, much more this " daugh- 
ter of Abraham," whom Satan had bound eighteen years, 
should be loosed from her infirmity. His adversaries 
were ashamed at their uncharitable motives being thus 
laid bare, " and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious 
things that were done by Him." 

2. Jesus^ going towards Jerusalem^ is warned 

against Herod. — ^As Jesus was proceeding on His last 
journey towards Jerusalem, some of the Pharisees, pro- 
fessing an interest in His welfare, warned Him to flee, 
for Herod had determined to kill Him. This was pro- 
bably a device of the Pharisees to hasten our Lord's 
departure, and so He replied to their fox-like craft that 
He was aware how long a time His period for work 
would last, and thafc a prophet could not perish out of 
Jerusalem. Then, rising into strains of sublime tender- 
ness, He exclaimed, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her 
wings, and ye would not " (Luke xiiL 34). 

S. Our Lord Dines with a Chief Pharisee on the 
Sabbath, and Heals a Dropsical Man.— Our Lord again 

vindicated the principle of the lawfulness of merciful 
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'Work on the Sabbath, when dining at the house of a 
Pharisee of high rank. A dropsical man was placed 
before Him, and, on their refusing to state whether it 
was lawful to heal on that day, He took him, and healed 
him, and let him go. To His question concerning what 
they would do to save their own cattle from bodily 
suffering and danger on the Sabbath, they had no 
answer; knowing full well that if they gave any reply 
not glaringly false, it would tell against themselves. In 
order to rebuke the pride and ostentation of the Pharisees, 
the Saviour then proceeded to show, by an illustration, 
how much better it was to be advanced from a low 
place to a higher seat, than by taking a high position at 
first to be thrust back afterwards. The parable of the 
Great Supper was also narrated at this meeting in the 
Pharisee's house. 

4. A Series of Parables and Discourses. — ^A number 

of parables and discourses were given by our Lord at this 
period of His Ministry, though it is impossible to state 
where or when they were delivered. The parables, which 
are chiefly recorded in St. Luke's Gospel, are the follow- 
ing: The Lost Sheep (Luke xv. 3-10); the Prodigal Son 
(Luke XV. 11-32); the Unjust Steward (Luke xvi 1-13); 
the Bich Man and Lazarus (Luke xvL 19-31) ; the 
Importunate Widow (Luke xviii. 1-8); the Pharisee and 
Publican (Luke xviii. 9-14); the Labourers in the Vine- 
yard (Matt. XX, 1-16); the Ten Pounds (Luke xix. 11-27). 

5. Jesus Blesses Little Children.— Little children 
being brought to the Saviour " that He should put His 
hands on them and pray," His disciples rebuked those 
who brought them. But Jesus was much displeased at 
a proceeding so contrary to His mind and will, and said, 
" Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." He 
then proceeded to show the blessed example of childhood 
to all Christians, and that those who enter the heavenly 
kingdom must do so with childlike faith, love, and obedi- 
ence. " And He took them up in His arms, put His 
bands upon them, and blessed them" (Mark x. 13-16). 
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6. Incident of the Rich Youth. — ^A virtuous young 
man, impressed by our Lord's miracles fend teaching, 
approached Him with the enquiry, " Good Master, what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life ? " Our Lord 
disclaimed the title of " good " in the sense in which the 
young man used it; there is only one good, that is Grod, 
and He, the Son of God, would not, by His silence, lead 
the youth to suppose that He was merely a good man. 
Then Jesus directed him to the Ten Commandments as 
the rule of a virtuous life, to which the young man 
replied, "all these have I observed from my youth." 
Seeing such evidences of virtue and sincerity in the 
mind of this enquirer, Jesus loved him, and told him 
that but one thing now he lacked; if he went his way, 
sold his possessions, and gave the proceeds to the poor, 
he should find treasure in heaven; and, for the remainder 
of his earthly life, must be content to take up his cross 
and follow his Master. When he heard that sayinfi^, the 
young man went away sorrowful, for he had greTt i^'sses- 
sions. Our Lord hence took occasion to warn His 
disciples against cherishing a love of riches, remarking, 
"It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God" (Mark X. 17-31). 

7. Jesus a Third time Fortells His Death and Resur- 
rection. — As the Apostles drew nearer to the Holy City, 
on Christ's last journey towards it. He took them aside, 
and proceeded with great solemnity to reveal to them the 
particulars of His passion and death, including the 
resurrection at the third day. The disciples were struck 
with terror and fear, and "understood none of these 
things, and this saying was hid from them, neither 
knew they the things which were spoken " (Luke xviii, 
31-34). 

8. James and John make their Ambitions Beqnest. 

— ^Visions of earthly glory still filling the hearts of 
the Apostles, James and John, accompanied by their 
mother Salome, approached the Saviour, requesting that 
they might sit, one on His right hand, and the other on 
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I. 

His left, when He entered into Ills kingdom. Jesus 
gently explained to them that those who sought to enter 
His kingdom must drink His bitter cup, and be baptised 
with the baptism of suffering that was perfecting His life. 
As they shrunk not from the contemplation of these 
affictions in their devotion to their Lord, Jesus promised 
them that such a lot lay indeed before them, but that 
still the highest posts of His kingdom were not to be 
gained in the same manner as earthly prizes, they were 
the heritage of those for whom the Father had specially 
designed them. This incident is beautifully and clearly 
explained in a poem in the Christian Year, 

** Seek ye to sit enthroned by Me? 

Alas I ye know not what ye ask, 
The first in shame and agony, 

The lowest in the meanest task — 
This can ye be ? and can ye drink 

The cup that I in tears must steep, 
Kor from the 'whelmins waters shrmk 

That o'er Me roll so dark and deep ? 

** We can — ^Thine are we dearest Lord 

In glory and in agony. 
To do and suffer all Thy word; 

Only be thou for ever nigh. — 
Then be it so — ^My cup receive, 

And of My woes baptismal taste :'' 
But for the crown that angels weave 

For those next Me in glory placed, 

'* I mve it not by partial love ; :. 

^ut in My Father's book are writ 
What names on earth shall lowliest prove, » 
That they in Heaven may highest sit." 

9. The Healing of Two Blind Men near Jericlio.--At 

a short distance from the ancient city of Jericho, Jesus 
was met by two blind men, one of whom was named 
Bartimeus, who sat by the wayside begging. Hearing 
the tramp of a great multitude, they enquired what it 
meant, and on hearing that '' Jesus of Kazareth passeth 
by," they cried out loudly and incessantly, imploring 
Him by His title as Son of David to have mercy upon 
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them The crowd rebuked ihem ftnd bade tbem be 
Bileut bat they cned out with the more vehemence, 
piteouslf beseeching mercy At length the Saviour stood 
etiU, and called them to Him When they reached the 
spot where He stood He enquired their need, and 
granted their prayer touching their eyes, so that they 
instantly received their sight 




10. The VlBit to Zaoohteos. — As our Lord -was passing 
through Jericho, a rich man named Zacchsus, chief of the 
publicans or tax-collectors, was very dcHirouB to see Him. 
Afl he was of short stature, he climbed up into a sycamore 
tree, and waited there till the great prophet should 
approach. As Jesus was passing by, He looked up into 
the tree, and saw Zacchteus, aJid told him to make haste, 
and come down, for that day He must apend at his house. 
ZaochsBus thereupon joyfully received his guest; but the 
bystanders murmured, saying, " that He waa gone to be 
guest with a man who is a sinner." Though a rich man, 
Zacchnus was not ensnared with the love i^ riches, for he. 
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made before the Saviour this noble declaration, " Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I 
have taken anythin&r from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold." Jesits assured him that salvation 
"was that day come into his house, since he was a son of 
Abraham, and that He had come *' to seek and to save 
that which is lost" (Luke xix. 1-10). 

11. Jesus Arrives at Bethany Six Days before the 
Passover. — The Pharisees were anxiously discussing 
whether Jesus would come up to this feast, ajs they had 
fully determined on putting Him to death. They had 
even issued an order that if any person knew where He 
was staying, he was to reveal it, that they might send 
and arrest Him. But the Saviour having openly braved 
their malice three and a half years, was not about to hide 
Himself as a common malefactor, who had broken the 
laws of his country. Accordingly, six days before the 
Passover, i.e., on Friday, the 8th day of the month Nisan, 
the eve of the Sabbath, He arrived at Bethany, and spent 
the Sabbath day in the society of the two sisters and 
Lazarus. Many of the Jews came to Bethany from 
Jerusalem, attracted not only by the wish to see Jesus, 
but also Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 
The Pharisees, therefore, consulted how they might 
destroy Lazarus, as he had now become the means of 
leading many to believe on Jesus. 

12. Mary Anointeth the Feet of Jesus. — It was pro- 
bably on lie evening of Saturday, the 9th Nisan (April 
1st), when our Lord was entertained at supper at the 
house of Simon the leper. Martha served, and Lazarus 
was one of the guests. "Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard very costly, and anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the odour of the ointment." Judas 
Iscariot was indignant that the ointment was not rather 
sold, and the proceeds given to the poor, not, as St. John 
tells us, because he cared for the poor, but he carried the 
alms' bag, and wished to have an opportunity of stealing 
it. But JesuS; with a touching allusion to the death that 
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was now so near Him, said, ''Let her alone; against the 
day of My burying hath she kept this; verily, I say unto 
you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout 
the world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken -of 
for a memorial of her/' 

i 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XIV. 

1. By what illuBtration did our Lord show the uncharitableness 
of the complaint of the Pharisees that He performed acts of mercy 
on the Sabbath day T 

2. What prevented the rich young ruler from becoming one 
of the followers of Christ T What is said as to Christ's feelings 
towards him ? 

3. By what title did the two blind men at Jericho address our 
Lord ? What was the name of one of them T 

4. What plan did Zacchseus adopt so that he might see Jesus ? 
Through what city was Jesus passing when Zacchseus saw Him ? 
What proof of his sincerity and devotion did Zacchasus give ? 

5. What order concerning Jesus did the Pharisees issue shortly 
before the last Passover T Where did our Lord make His home 
during the few remaining days of His life ? 

6. Who anointed the feet of our Lord at the supper at 
Bethany? Why was Judas indignant at what he called the 
waste of the ointment ? 



CHAPTER XV. 

Christ's Public Entry into Jerusalem— The B&rren Fig-tree — ^The 
Cleansing of the Temple — Question as to Christ's Authority 
— Parables of the Two Sons, the Wicked Husbandman, and 
the Marriage of the King's Son — Question of the Pharisees 
and Herodums — ^Question of the Sadducees — Question of the 
Lawyer — Jesus Proposes a Question to the Pharisees — 
Warnings and Woes against the Scribes and Pharisees — 
Incident of the Widow's Mite — Certain Greeks desire to see 
Jesus — Jesus, on taking leave of the Temple, Foretells its 
Destruction — The Signs of Christ's Coming to Destroy 
Jerusalem, and put an end to the Jewish Dispensation — 
Christ's Coiiiin^ at the Day of Judgment—Parables of the 
Ten Virgins and Five Talents. 

1. Christ's Pnblic Entry into Jerusalem. — On Sunday, 
the 10th day of Nisan (April 2nd), Jesus left Bethany to 
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make Hia public entrance into Jerusalem. "Wlien He 
had reached the Mount of Olives, He sent two of Hi b 
disciples to a neighboming Tillage to fetoh an ass and a 
colt, that were tied at a certain place, where twa 'ways 
met. When they had brought them to Him, they placed 
Jeans on the colt, and He proceeded to ride in triumph 
to Jeraealem. "As He went, a very great mnltitnde 
spread their garments in the way; and others cut down 
branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way." 




But this homage to the Messiah, in His progress as a Hng 
to His capital, was fiirther extended by the shouts of 
rejoicing that resounded on every eide. " Hosanna to the 
Son 6f David : Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: Hosanna in the highest; " this was the burden 
of their song. Some of the Pharisees ui^ed the Saviour 
to restrain the exuberant zeal of Hia disciples, but Ha 
replied that should human voices not find utterance, the 
stones would immediately cry out As He drew near 
the city, 80 that He could see it in the fulness of ita 
beauty, He wept over ita infatuation in rejecting the 
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conditions of its peace, sorrowfully predicting tlie coming 
of the time (only forty years distant), when it should be 
laid even with the ground, one stone not remaining on 
the top of another. As He entered Jerusalem, the city 
was moved, enquiring who it was that approached in so 
regal a style. " This," answered the multitude, " is Jesus, 
the prophet of Nazareth in Galilee." On entering the 
temple, the blind and lame crowded round Him, and were 
healed. The chief priests, maddened by beholding His 
miracles, and heaiing the hosannas of the children peal- 
ing in His honour, angrily demanded if He heard what 
titles they were ascribing to Him. The Lord answered 
they were fulfilling that Psalm which declared, " out of 
the mouths of babes and sucklings hast Thou perfected 
praise." On Sunday evening, He returned with His 
disciples to His home at Bethany. 

2. The Barren Fig-tree— The Cleansing of the Tem- 
ple. — On Monday morning, the 11th Nisan (Apiil 3rd), 
Jesus returned to Jerusalem. On the way, seeing a fig- 
tree covered with leaves. He approached it with the view 
of finding fruit, but there was none. He therefore 
invoked upon it a solemn curse, emblematic of the curse 
which was shortly to fall on the Jewish nation for its 

abundant profession of righteousness, without any actual 
fruits. The fig-tree immediately withered away. On 
arriving at the temple, Jesus drove out of its court the 
traders that were gathered together, declaring, that 
according to God's word. His Father's house was the 
house of prayer, but they had turned it into a den of 
thieves. The chief priests heai'd this, and were greatly 
incensed, but they dared as yet take no proceeding 
against Him, so firm a hold had He in the venera- 
tion of the multitude. "For all the people were 
very attentive to hear Him." In the evening, after 
teaching all day in the temple, Jesus again returned to 
Bethany. 

3. Question as to Christ's Anthority— Parables of 
the Two Sons, the Wicked Husbandman, and the 
Marriage pf the King's Son.— On Tuesdo^y morning, the 
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12tli day of Nisan (April 4th), Jesus again left Bethany 
and proceeded to Jerusalem, the disciples pointing out by 
the way the fig-tree cursed on the previous morning, 
which was now dried up from the roots. Our Lord 
henceforth deduced the power of faith. On His arrival 
at the temple, the chief priests and elders approached 
Him, demanding by what right He diove out the traders 
the day before. Jesus replied He would first ask them 
a question concerning John's baptism, which they could 
not answer without, on the one hand, admitting the Bap- 
tist as a true prophet, or, on the other, incurring the 
displeasure of the people by branding him as an imposter. 
On their failure to answer His question, Jesus therefore 
refused to answer the one they propounded to Him. On 
this day were spoken the parables of the two sons, the 
wicked husbandman, and the marriage of the king's son, 
all tending to show the wickedness of the Jewish nation 
in rejecting the Son of God, and the punishment that 
would shortly overtake it. 

4. Question of the Pharisees and Herodians. — On this 

same day (Tuesday), the Pharisees and Herodians came 
to the Saviour, to attempt " to catch Him in His words." 
They brought Him their stock question, which had been 
the subject of endless debate amongst them, the lawful- 
ness of paying tribute to a foreign king. The motive in 
bringing this question to the Saviour to solve was the 
certainty of gaining an advantage over Him whichever 
way He decided it. If He declared it unlawful to pay 
tribute, they would denounce Him to Pilate as a fomenter 
of sedition; if He declared it lawful, they would excite 
against Him the evil passions of the people, as an 
upholder of foreign rule. But the Saviour, readily 
perceiving their wicked cunning, called for the coin in 
which the tribute was paid ^a penny, the Iloman d&narius^ 
equal to 7^d. of our money), and enquiring whose figure 
and name were impressed upon it, declared, ''Bender 
therefore unto CsBsar the things that are Gsesar's; and 
unto God the things that are God's." Nothing could be 
extracted from that reply to alarm Pilate, or incense 
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the multitude, so " they marvelled at His answer, and 
held their peace." 

5. Question of the Sadducees. — ^The Sadducees now 
approached Jesus with their favourite question, which 
they supposed reduced the resurrection of the dead to an 
impossibility. Stating the possible but improbable case 
of a woman having by the Jewish law seven husbands, 
they enquired whose wife she would be in the resurreo- 
tion, seeing all the seven had her as a wife in this world. 
Jesus replied that when they should rise from the dead, 
" they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
as the angels which are in heaven." He then proceeded 
to show the truth of the resurrection by the words God 
spoke to Moses in the burning bush, " I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were long ago dead to this 
world, but they must have been living elsewhere, for 
" God is not the God of the dead, but of the living." The 
multitude which heard this were astonished at His power 
of teaching, and the scribes who believed in the resurrec- 
tion commended Him for His excellent reply. 

6. Question of the Lawyer. -^ Our Lord having 
answered the Pharisees and Sadducees, the lawyers 
now approached Him with their question, " Master, 
which is the great commandment of the law?" Jesus 
replied that the great commandment is, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind," and that the second contains 
an injunction to love our neighbours as ourselves. " On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." The scribe expressed his satisfaction with the 
answer he had obtained, and displayed so deep an insight 
into religious truth, that our Lord assured him he was 
not far from the kingdom of God. No man after that 
durst ask Him any question. 

7. Jesus Proposes a Question to the Pharisees. — ^The 

Pharisees, Sadducees, and lawyers, having attempted in 
vain to entrap Hini with their questions, our Lord now 
turns upon His assailants, and proposes a question of Hia 
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own. The Fbarisees readily acknowledged ihat the CSirist 
was to be the Son of David, but thej were unable to 
explain how, in a confessedly Messianic psalm, David 
calls Him his Lord. '' The Lord said unto my Lord, eta" 
(Psahn ex. 1). The only possible solution of the difficulty 
was and is, that the Messiah is both David's Son, and 
David's God. The Pharisees were not prepared to admit 
this, as they had already commenced stoning the Saviour 
for blasphemy, because He asserted His Divine origin. . 

8. Warnings and Woes against the Scribes and 

Pharisees. — Jesus now proceeded to declaim in forcible 
and indignant terms against the hypocrisy and wickedness 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, ending with a pathetic lam- 
entation over the approaching des&uction of Jerusalem. 
The reference to " Zachanas, the son of Barachias,'' in St. 
Matt, xxiii 35, creates some difficulty. There is little 
doubt the individual alluded to is the Zacharias men- 
tioned in 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, and if this be so, the insertion 
after his name of '' Son of Barachias," was most likely 
the error of a coypist, who confounded him with the 
prophet of that name (Zech. i. 1). 

9. Incident of the Widow's Mite. — As our Lord was 

sitting over against the treasury in the temple. He 
beheld the persons passing by casting in their offerings, 
those who were rich among them contributing large 
sums. A poor widow threw in the box "two mites 
which make a farthing," and Jesus declared, to the sur- 
prise of His hearers, that she had given more than any^ 
body else. " They," He explained, " did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she 
had, even all her living '* (Mark xii. 44). 

10. Certain Greeks desire to see Jesns. — ^About this 
time, certain Greeks who had come to the feast applied 
to Philip, desiring to be introduced to Jesus. They were 
presented to the Saviour by Philip and Andrew, and 
Jesus took the opportunity afforded Him by their 
presence of announcing the inclusion of all nations in 
the scheme of redemption: "I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth; will draw all meft vmtp Me " (John xii, 32). 
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11. Jesus, on taking leave of the Temple, Foretells 

its Destruction. — ^As Jesus was leaving the temple, one 
of His disciples drew His attention to its firm build and 
beautiful adornment, to which the Saviour replied, that 
the time was coming in which there should not be left 
one stone upon another. He then proceeded to give a 
vivid sketch of the persecution to which His followers 
should be subject, and to indicate the Divine succour on 
which they must depend. 

12. The Signs of Christ's coming to Destroy Jer- 
usalem, and put an end to the Jewish Dispensation. 

* — Our Lord now proceeded, in a remarkable discourse, 
to give a vivid description of the terrors that would 
attend His coming to destroy Jerusalem. With this 
subject, He intertwined, in a manner frequently met 
with in ancient prophecy, a striking delineation of the 
terrors of His last coming to judge the world. The 
period of that second advent. He declared, was known 
only to the Father; but when it did take place, it should 
come suddenly. He therefore exhorted His disciples to 
watchfulness, so that they might " be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man " (Luke xxi. 36). 

18. Christ's coming at the Day of Judgment — 
Parables of the Ten Virgins and Five Talents. — Hav- 
ing described the outward signs of His second coming to 
judge the world, Jesus next drew a thrilling picture of 
the last judgment day, when the final separation shall 
take place between the good and the bad, the former 
being welcomed to the joys of heaven with " Come, ye 
blessed; " the latter banished to the torments of hell with 
"Depart ye cursed." Previous to the delivery of this 
description, our Lord related the parables of the Ten 
Virgins, and the Five Talents (Matt, xxi v. 43-51 ; 
XXV. 1-30), 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XV. 

1. On what clay of the week did Jesns make His trinmphal 
entry into Jerusalem? By what title did the multitude hail 
Him, and with what words, taken from the Book of Psalms^ did 
they address Him ? 

2. What event took place on the second day in the week of 
our Lord's sufferings ? How did Jesus reply to their demand 
urged on the followmg morning, "By what authority doest Thou 
these things ? " 

3. How did Jesus answer the question of the Pharisees con- 
cerning the tribute, that of the Sadducees concerning the resur- 
rection, and that of the Scribes concerning the great commandment 
of the law ? 

4. What question did Jesus propose to the Pharisees ? What 
gre&t truth is involved in its only possible answer ? 

5. On what ground did Christ declare the poor widow had 
cast into the treasury more than all the rich persons who had 
passed by ? 

6. What two great events were intertwined in our Lord s great 
prophecy before His passion ? 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The Kulers Conspire against Christ — Judas agrees to Betray 
Him — The Passover Meal, and its Accompanying Incidents 
— ^The Institution of the Lord's Supper — Jesus comforts His 
Disciples, and Promises to send the Holy Spirit — The Agony 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

1 The Bnlers Conspire against Christ — Judas 
agrees to Betray Him. — ^A great gathering of the chief 
priests, scribes, and elders was now held at the palace of 
Caiaphas to consult how they might best carry into effect 
their determination to put Jesus to death. They bad 
already decided it would not be prudent to provoke the 
populace by arresting Him on the feast-day, when tidings 
were brought them that one of the disciples of the new 
prophet was willing to betray Him, if a sufficient sum of 
money was paid him for his service. They soon came to 
an agreement with Judas that he should receive thirty 
pieces of silver, and thus the position of aliairs being 
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wholly changed from what it was at the commencement 
of the council, they abandoned their previous determina- 
tion, and resolved to arrest Jesus forthwith. 

2. The Passover Meal, and its Accompanying Incid- 
ents. — ^The time was now arrived when they must eat 
the Passover meal. Jesus therefore sent Peter and John 
before Him into Jerusalem, instructing them to follow a 
man who should meet them bearing a pitcher of water, 
and to prepare the Passover at the house which he 
entered. Being assembled here on Thursday evening in 
a large upper room, Jesus and His Apostles began to 
keep the feast. But even here the old quarrel burst 
forth again amongst the Apostles, as to which of them 
should be the greatest. To rebuke this unworthy feeling, 
and by a touching example enforce on their minds the 
blessedness of humility, Jesus arose from supper, girded 
Himself like an attendant, and began to wash His dis- 
ciples* feet. Simon Peter refused at first to allow his 
Lord to perform for him this servile act, but on Jesus 
telling him that, bereft of it, one bond of communion with 
Him would be wanting, he withdrew his objection. Then 
resuming His seat at the table. He declared to them the 
lesson this incident was designed to teach them. '' If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet, for I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done unto you " 
(John xiii. 1-16). As they went on eating the meal, 
Jesiis, with great anguish of spirit, told His Apostles 
that one of them was about to deliver Him into the 
hands of His enemies. With exceeding sorrow, they 
heard the painful intelligence, and each one began to clear 
himself from participation in so infamous a crime, even 
the traitor having the assm'ance to enquire with the rest, 
" Master, is it 11 " It was then arranged that John, the 
beloved disciple, who was leaning on Jesus' breast, should 
ask Him the name of the betrayer. Jesus replied, " He it 
is to whom I shall give a sop when I have dipped it." 
The sop was given to Judas, who, full of shame and con- 
fusion, retire^ from the feast, the last "WPrds gf his injured 



Master, whispered to him in an undertone, ringing in his 
ears, " that thou doest, do quickly." 

Jesus then announced to His Apostles that He, their 
Shepherd, was about to be smitten, and they, in conse- 
quence, would be scattered abroad. Peter having asserted 
that his loyalty could not be shaken, Jesus warned him 
that the evil one had specially marked him out for his 
prey, and on the presumptuous Apostle stating still more 
confidently his imswerving fidelity. He told him that that 
very night, before the cock should crow twice, he should 
thrice deny Him. Still more vehemently, however, 
Peter protested that if he should die with his Master he 
would not deny Him, and the other Apostles answered in 
a similar strain. 

3. The Institution of the Lord's Sapper. — ^The meal 

still going on, Jesus took a loaf of the unleavened bread 
that was before Him, gave thanks, blessed it, brake it, and 
distributed it to the Apostles, saying, " Take, eat, this is 
My body which is given for you; this do in remembrance 
of Me." Then, similarly, taking the cup. He gave thanks, 
and handed it to them, saying, " Drink ye all of it, for 
this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for many, for the remission of sins; this do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of Me" (Matt. xxvi. 26-29; 
1 Cor. xi. 23-25). 

4. Jesns Comforts His Disciples, and promises to 
send the Holy Spirit. — ^It is at this period that the 
addresses recorded in the 14th, 15th, and 16th chapters of 
St. John were probably delivered. In these exhortations^ 
Jesus held out to H!is disciples the hope of heavenly joys 
in the "many mansions" of His Father's house, to which 
blessed habitations He is Himself the Way. He also 
promised, after He was withdrawn from them, to send 
to them the Holy Ghost the Comforter, who should dwell 
with them, and be in them. Another part of the promise 
relating to the Holy Spirit was, "He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance what- 
soever I have said unto you," a prediction which received 
its fulfilment in the writing of the gospels. In the 15th 
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chapter of St. John is contained the parable of the vine 
and its branches, delivered by our Loid ab this time, and 
the remainder of the chapter is taken up with the earnest 
enforcement of the great law of love, and words of comfort 
under the hatred and persecution they would have to 
undergo. In the discourse contained in the 16th chapter, 
Jesus renewed the promise of the Holy Spirit, and pointed 
confidently to the certainty of His resurrection. At the 
close of this address, the Apostles declared that they were 
now sure that He came out from Grod, but as if to warn 
them not to rely on their own weak faith. He foretold 
that in a shoii; time they would be scattered, every man 
to his own place, and leave Him alone; "and yet," He 
said, "I am not alone, because the Father is with Ma" 
The 17th chapter of St John contains the last prayer of 
Christ for His disciples, imploring the Father to keep 
safely those whom He had given Him, and those who 
should afterwards believe on His name, preserving them 
not so much in seclusion from the world as free from the 
world's evil. This sublime prayer also shows a passionate 
longing for unity, and ends with a glorious prospect of 
reunion with His disciples in the kingdom to which He 
was fast speeding. 

5. The Agony in the Garden of Oethsemane. — 

Having sung a hymn, which was a portion of the Hallel 
or song of praise (Psalm cxiii-cxviiL), Jesus and His 
Apostles went into the Mount of Olives, and from thence 
entered into the garden of Gethsemane, where, taking 
Peter, James, and John apart with Him, He "began to 
be sore amazed, and very heavy." Going a short distance 
further by Himself, Christ fell on His face, and prayed 
that, if it were the Father's will, the cup of suffering 
might pass from Him; and this prayer He repeated 
three times, on each occasion showing complete resigna- 
tion to His Father's will. In this His hour of human 
weakness, the lowest depth of humiliation He was to 
reach in His earthly life, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Him to strengthen Him. So great was the agony of 
His x>rayery that "His sweat was as it were great drops 
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of blood falling down to the ground. Each time Ho 
retamed to the three Apostles He found them sleeping 
for sorro 11 I 1 in 




spectacle of human weakness in Him whom they httd so 
often beheld wielding Divine power. At iaat, He bade 
them rise and follow Him, aa the betrayer was ^t 
approaching to carry into effect hla treacherouB plan. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XVI. 

1. What qnarrelburat forth among the Apoatles at the Paasover 
feutT By ffliat touching incident did Jeana impreaa od their 
mindB the duty of humility T 

2. Wh&t sacrament of ^e ChriHtian Church wai itutitnted at 
tho close of the feast of the Faf sovet 7 
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' 3. Whom did Jesus promise to send to His disciples, id 
comfort them when He should be laken from them? What 
function foretold of Him throws light on the compilation of the 
gospels ? ^ 

4. State briefly the contents of Christ's last prayer for His 
disciples* 

5. What three Apostles were chosen to witness Christ's acony 
in the garden of Gethsemane? What formed the burden of His 
prayer ? What incident shows the intensity of His suffering? 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Jesus is betrayed and made Prisoner — He is brought before 
Annas and Caiaphas, and denied by Peter — The Jewish 
Coimcil convict Him of Blasphemy — They lead Him before 
Pilate, who sends Him to Herod— Pilate seeks to release 
Jesus, but the Jews demand Barabbas — Pilate delivers up 
Jesus — ^He is scourged and mocked— Pilate once more seeks 
to release Jesus, and then delivers Him to be Crucified — 
Judas repents, and hangs himself 

1. Jesus is Betrayed and made Prisoner. — Jesus bad 

only just spoken His last words of warning to the three 
Apostles that were witnesses of His agony, when the 
tramp of feet was heard, and the traitor Judas appeared 
at the head of a band of men and officers from the chief 
priests. To the Saviour's question, "Whom seek jeV* 
they readily answered, "Jesus of Nazareth," but on His 
instant avowal, "I am He," awed by the majesty of His 
presence, they went backward and fell to the ground. 
Judas now approached and gave the sign, which he had 
before arranged, as the means of distinguishing the person 
of the Bedeemer. The faithless Apostle drew near to his 
Lord, saluted Him with the exclamation, "Hail, Master," 
and kissed Him. The band forthwith seized Jesus, and 
dragged Him with them. The ardent zeal of Simon Peter 
could not permit His master to be captured without an 
attempt at rescue, so drawing his sword he began to set 
the example of defence, and striking a servant of the 
high priest, named Malchus, cut off hia ear. But Jesus 
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at once interposed and bade tbe rash Apostle Breathe hia 
weapon, remarking that they who take the sword ahall 
perish with it, and that He was content to drink the cup 
of suffering which His father had given Him. He also 
restored his ear to the wounded man. Then addressing 
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the multitude, Jesus reminded them how often He had 
taught them openlj in the temple without being proceeded 
against; and now they were seeking Him with swords 
and staves as a criminal who had outraged the laws of 
his country. The twelve Apostles then forsook their 
Master and fled away in terror; two only afterwards 
mustered up courage to follow Him to the high priest's 
palace, St. John and St. Peter. 

2. CliriBt Ib brought before Annas and Caiapbas, 
and denied by Peter. — The Saviour was first brought to 
the house of Annas, the father-in-law of Gaif^has, the 
tigh priest, who sent Him bound to Caiaphas. While 
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in the house of Caiaphas, the three denials of St. Peter 
took place. The night was somewhat cold, and the high 
priest's servants therefore kindled a fire in the open court 
yard, round which, among others, Peter thronged, resolved 
apparently by a display of boldness and self-possession to 
avoid suspicion. But one of the female servants of the 
high priest, observing him attentively, charged him with 
being one of the followers of Jesus, upon which he denied 
Him in the presence of the whole company, saying, 
"Woman, I know Him not." Having left the fire, and 
gone out into the pot'ch, another maid saw him, 'and 
declared that he was a disciple of Jesus, and this time 
he denied with an oath, saying, "I know not the Man." 
After this second denial the cock crew. And now while 
the great council of the nation was being summoned for 
the trial of the prisoner, Jesus, in an adjoining apartment, 
was undergoing a private examination from the high 
priest. Caiaphas inquired of Him concerning His dis- 
ciples and doctrine, but Jesus refused to answer, declaring 
that all His teaching had been in public, and that it 
would be easy to obtain witnesses to testify what He had 
said. An attendant of the high priest thereupon struck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand, exclaiming, " Answerest 
Thou the high priest so!" The meek sufferer replied, 
" If I have dolue evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if 
well, why smitest thou Me." Meanwhile, about an hour 
after his second denial, Peter was again charged with 
being a follower of Jesus of Galilee. This time, he 
denied Him with gi^eater emphasis than before, for he 
began to curse and to swear, saying, " I know not the 
Man." The cock again crowed, and glancing towards 
the place where his Master stood in the midst of His 
captors, he saw His look earnestly fixed upon him. This 
brought to his memory the prediction of the previous 
evening, and filled with a sense of shame and confusion 
at his cowardice, the fallen Apostle " went out and wept 
bitterly," 

S. The Jewish Council convict Christ of Blasphemy. 

— ^At early dawn the Jewish council were assembled, and 
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Jesus was placed before them, as an offender against the 
law. But the evidence produced against Him was too 
flimsy and contradictory to satisfy even that body, deter- 
mined as it was upon His death. The only charge of any 
weight was that He had threatened to destroy the temple 
at Jerusalem, and this only arose through a misunder- 
standing of His meaning. But here the two witnesses 
differed as to the language He had actually employed, so 
the high priest, failing to prove anything against Him 
by the evidence of others, sought to convict Him by His 
own words. He therefore solemnly adjured Him that 
He should declare before them whether He were the 
Christ or not. Jesus answered, " I am, and ye shall see 
the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven." This language, in 
which the speaker appropriated to Himself the prophecy 
in Daniel viL 1 3, filled the high priest with horror ; so, 
rising up, and rending his clothes, he declared that Jesus 
had spoken blasphemy, and demanded their verdict. The 
decision was instant and unanimous, " He is guilty of 
death." Having thus condemned their prisoner, they 
began to wreak upon Him their rage, " then did they spit 
in His face, and buffeted Him, and others smote Him 
with the palms of their hands, saying, ^' prophesy unto 
us Thou Christ, who is he that smote Thee]" 

4. Jesus is led before Pilate^ who sends Him to 

Herod. — ^The council that had condemned Jesus to die 
had not the power to carry their decision into effect. As 
the; day began to break, they therefore led their prisoner 
to the ju(^ment seat of Pontius Pilate, who had come up 
to Jerusalem to keep order during the Passover. They 
would not enter in a place that had been polluted 
ydth heathen sacrifices, so Pilate went out to them, and 
demanded what accusation they brought against the 
prisoner. . Finding from their answer that Jesus was 
accused of offences against religion, the governor gave 
them leave to judge Him according to their law. But 
this, in the yet imcertain mood of the popular feeling, 
woidd not have been a safe course to take, so they went 
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on to charge Him with offeuoes against the public peacd| 
saying, that he was trying to unsettle the minds of the 
people, forbidding them to pay tribute to Caesar, declaring 
Himself to be the rightful monaich of the nation. Such 
a charge would, indeed, have been one for the serious 
attention of the governor, but it was one that the Jewish 
council had not been wont to make. With some sus- 
picion, then, as to the reality of it, Pilate questioned his 
prisoner as to the fact of His being a king, when all 
doubts on this subject were set at rest. Jesus declared 
Himself truly a king, but His kingdom was not of this 
world, but was composed of all such as were obedient to 
the truth. Exclaiming incredulously "What is truth 1" 
Pilate went out to the chief priests, declaring that he 
found no fault in Jesus. They continued accusing Him 
of various crimes, but to Pilate's great astonishment, he 
answered nothing. Catching at the mention ^f Galilee, 
as a district in which EUs offences had been committed, 
Pilate thought to escape from his difficulty, by sending 
Christ to Herod to be judged. Herod Antipas was in 
Jerusalem at this time, and was very glad to see Jesus, 
concerning whom he had heard much, and hoped to see 
some notable miracle done by Him. But to all his 
questions, Jesus vouchsafed him no answer, while His 
enemies, the chief priests, continued vehemently accus* 
ing Him. Herod, then, with his soldiers, mocked the 
Saviour, dressed Him out in a gorgeous robe to show his 
contempt of His kingly pretensions, and sent Him back 
to the Boman governor. That same day, Pilate and 
Herod were friends; an ominous sign for the innocent 
prisoner, and an exact fulfilment of the prophecy in the 
second Psalm, ^^the kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against His Anointed'' (Psalm, il 2). 

6. Pilate seeks to release Jesus, but the Jews 
demand Barabbas. — Pilate, finding his difficulty thrust 
back upon him, for Herod had evidently declined the task 
of either acquitting Him or condenming Him, bethought 
him of an expedient whereby he could release Him, by 
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ftrottsing the feeling of the populace in His favour. He 
therefore reiterated his conviction of the innocence of the 
prisoner, and, in accordance with previous custom, offered 
to release to the people either Jesus, or a bandit, named 
Barabbas, who had raised a tumult in the city, which had 
led to bloodshed. The chief priests, however, urged the 
people to prefer Barabbas. While the matter was in con- 
sideration, Pilate's scruples were still further heightened 
by a warning message from his wife, not to have any share 
in the condemnation of the just man arraigned before him, 
for she had suffered many things in a dream because of 
Him. The Jews having persuaded the multitude to demand 
Barabbas, when Pilate put it to them which they would 
desire, they shouted, "Not this man, but Barabbas.'' 
To the further question, "What shall I do then with 
Jesus which is called Christ? " they answered, " Let Him 
be crucified." It was in vain for the governor to try 
and reason them out of their madness by inquiring what 
crime He had committed worthy of so dreadful a death ; 
the fierce, bloodthirsty demand only resounded back with 
increased vehemence, "let Him be crucified." The 
governor now took water, and washed his hands before 
the multitude, declaring that the guilt of innocent blood 
should not attach itself to him; but they readily accept- 
ing the dreadful responsibility, shouted, "His blood be 
on us, and on our children." 

6. Pilate delivers up Jesus— He is Scourged and 

Hocked. — Pilate now gave up Jesus to be crucified. 
But the scourging that took place before crucifixion was 
the most dreadful part of the punishment. When He 
had undergone this torture, the whole band of soldiers 
began to exhaust every artifice of cruelty on their victim. 
Stripping Him of His own clothes, they put on Him a 
Bcalrlet robe, such as a king should wear, and platting a 
crown of thorns, they placed that on His head. Then 
fixing a reed in His right hand as a mock sceptre, they 
pretended to do Him homage, bowing the knee before 
Him, and saying, " Hail, king of the Jews." Then, in 
sudden alternation to brutal violence, they spat on Him^ 
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and snatcliing the reed from Him^ smote Him with it on 
the head. 

7. Pilate once more seeks to release Jesus, and then 
Delivers Him to be Crucified. — ^A happy thought strikes 

the Roman governor, that the Jewish mob, satisfied with 
beholding the tortures of their victim, will be content to 
spare Him further suffering. He therefore, appealing to 
their compassion, brings Jesus out before them, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple robe, and invites a 
further expression of opinion by the exclamation, "Behold 
the Man !" But the only response was one continual cry 
of "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" Pilate, exasperated by 
their obstinacy, bade them execute the dreadful sentence 
on the prisoner, for he was convinced of His innocence. 
The chief priests replied He had offended against their 
law in a manner worthy of death, for He had stated 
Himself to be the Son of God. The puzzled governor 
became now still more fearful of being concerned in such 
a crime, and withdrawing into the judgment-hall, inquired 
of the prisoner whence He was. But he obtained no 
answer. In reply to an expostulation from Pilate that 
He was dealing with one who had the power either to 
crucify Him or release Him, the Divine sufferer meekly 
replied that He could have no power at all against Him, 
except it were given him from above, and that the Jews, 
who had delivered Him up, had the greater sin. 'Thi? 
made Pilate still more desirous of setting Him free, but 
the chief priests threatened him, in that case, with an 
accusation he cared not to face, "If thou let this man go, 
thou art not Caesar's friend; whosoever maketh himself a 
king, speaketh against Csesar.'' From henceforth, Pilate 
seems to have yielded to the clamour of the populace. 
He indeed placed Jesus before them with the exclamation, 
** Behold your king," but this served only to call forth 
maddened shouts of "away with Him, away with Him, 
crucify Him." A further remonstrance that by so doing 
he would be crucifying their king, wrung from the chief 
priests the unwonted acknowledgment, " we have no king 
but Caesar," Pilate then delivered Jesus to be crucified* 
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8. Judas repents, and Hangs Himself. — ^In betraying 

his Master into the hands of His enemies, Judas had not 
supposed that he would be condemned to so cruel and 
degrading a death. "When he learned the dreadful result 
of his treachery, he was smitten with remorse for his 
guilt, and flung down the thirty pieces of silver before 
the chief priests, exclaiming that he had betrayed the 
innocent blood. They replied that this was a matter 
which concerned him and not them, so leaving the money 
on the ground, the unhappy man went out and hanged 
himself. Taking up the pieces of silver, the chief priests 
scrupled to cast them into the sacred treasury since they 
were the price of blood, but devoted them to the purchase 
of a field to bury strangers in, which was henceforth 
called Aceldama, or " the field of blood." 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XVIL 

'' 1. What attempt did Simon Peter make to rescue his Lord ? 
How did Jesus reprove him on this occasion ? 

2. Before what person was our Lord first arrai^ed ? Who 
presided at the Jewish council which condemned Hmi ? 

3. On what charge did the Jewish council convict Jesus? 
What statement tluit He made furnished the pretext for His 
conviction ? 

4. State the three several stages of our Lord's trial before 
Pilate. What treatment did He receive at the hands of Herod ? 

5. What cruel punishment was inflicted previous to crucifixion? 
What attempt did Pilate make after this had been suffered by 
Jesus to effect His release ? 

6. What did Judas do when He learned that Christ was 
condemned ? To what purpose did the chief priests devote the 
price of his treachery ? 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Jesns IS led to Calvary — ^The Crucifixion — Jesus is Mocked — 
The Seven Words from the Cross — Incidents of the Death 
of Christ — Joseph of Arimathsea and Nicodemus bury Him 
— ^The Sepulchre is Sealed and Watched. 

1, Jesus is led to Calvary. — Taking the purple robe 
from Him, which in their mockery of His kingly preten^ 
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Bions they had clothed Him with, and putting His 6wn 
clothes on Him, the Boman soldiers now began to lead 
the Kedeemer to the place of crucifixion. This was a 
rising ground, outside the city, named Golgotha, a word 
meaning "the place of a skull,'' and hence called Mount 
Calrary, from "Calvarium," the Latin term for "skull." 
Bearing His cross on His back, accompanied by two male- 
factors, who were being justly punished for their crimes, 
Jesus therefore commenced the sad journey j but, weakened 
by bodily suffering and mental agony. His strength gave 
way, and the soldiers laying hold on a man named Simon, 
a native of Gyrene, compelled him to carry the cross. A 
crowd of people followed, and the women bewailed His 
sad fate in lamentations and cries; but, turning towards 
them, the Saviour mournfully predicted that soon all their 
tears would be needed to bewail their own misfortunes, 
since if in times of peace and quietness so fearful a crime 
could be perpetrated, what must be the state of things in 
days of difficulty and danger 1 

2. The Crucifixion. — Having now arrived at Mount 
Galvary, the soldiers, before nailing Ghrist to the cross, 
handed Bttm a cup of wine mingled with myrrh, in order 
to confuse His senses, and deaden the feeling of pain. 
But He refused to drink it. They therefore nailed His 
hands and feet to the cross as it lay on the ground, and 
then, rearing it erect, placed it in the hole dug to receive 
It, and made it firm by pressing the earth closely against 
it. Gver the head of the sufferer a superscription was 
written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, stating, " This is 
Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews." The chief 
priests objected to the wording of this statement, but 
Pilate, conscious, perhaps, that he had deferred to them 
too much already, refused to alter it. Then the four 
soldiers, sitting down, began to debate how they should 
divide amongst them the clothes of the sufferer, which 
formed their perquisite. Having formed four parts of 
His attire, one to each soldier, they cast lots for His 
seamless coat "woven from the top throughout," thus 
fulfilling the prophecy in Psalm xxii. 18, "they paiii 
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my garments among them^ and cast lots upon my 
vesture." 

3. Jesus is Mocked.— While thus enduring the agony 
of a most shameful death, the Saviour was reviled by all 
classes of the people. The passers by railed on Him, 
wagging their heads, bidding Him that could destroy the 
temple, and build it in three days, to save Himself, and 
come down from the cross. . The chief priests pointed to 
His humiliation as a sign of the falseness of His pre- 
tensions, "Let Christ the King of Israel descend now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe." Even the 
thieves that were crucified with Him joined in reviling 
Him. 

4. The Seven Words from the Cross.— (1). The^r^^ 

saying from the cross was a prayer for His murderers, 
''Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do" 
(Lukexxiii 34). 

(2). One of the malefactors, crucified with Him, who 
appears to have at first shared in the general reviling, 
now became convinced of the Divine nature of the 
sufferer, and praying to Jesus, said to Him, "Lord, 
remember me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." 
The Saviour addressed to Him the second saying ^ "Verily, 
I say unto thee, to-day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise" 
(Luke xxiii. 42, 43). 

(3). Three holy women, and the Apostle St. John 
remained by the cross of Jesus. The three women were 
Mary, His mother; Mary, His mother's sister, the wife 
of Cleophasj and Mary Magdalene. Looking down upon 
this little band of sympathisers, He called out to His 
mother, "Woman, behold thy son," then to St. John, 
" Son, behold thy mother." His meaning was instantly 
caught, and "from that hour that disciple took her unto 
his own home." 

(4). At the ninth hour, when His end was drawing nigh, 
Jesus cried, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me 1 " words contained in the opening verse of the 22nd 
PsaJm. The first word "EU" (My God), being also the 
name of the great Hebrew prophet, suggested to the 
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bystanders that possibly Elijah was about to appear to 
succour Him. 

(5). Jesus now endured a burning thirst, and again 
opening His lips, cried, " I thirst." One of those that 
stood near, therefore, filled a sponge with vinegar, and 
raised it to His mouth. 

(6). When Jesus had received the vinegar. He said, 
" It is finished," signifying that the great object of His 
sufferings, the redemption of mankind, was now accom- 
plished. 

(7). The Divine sufferer now "cried with a loud voice," 
and opened His lips for the last time with " Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My Spirit." 

5. Incidents of the Death of Christ. — ^The crucifixion 
commenced at nine o'clock in the morning, and death put 
an end to the Saviour's sufferings at three o'clock in the 
afternoon. The seven sayings from the cross, specified in 
the preceding paragraph, were uttered at intervals during 
this time. At twelve o'clock, a mysterious darkness 
veiled the heavens, which lasted until the hour of the 
Saviour's death. When He had uttered His last cry, 
and yielded up His Spirit into His Father's hands, 
nature itself was moved at the awful spectacle, the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were rent. The veil of the temple, 
separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, was 
torn from the top to the bottom; "graves were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints which slept arose." Such 
strange portents produced a strong impression on the 
mind of the centurion, who had charge of the execution. 
-Struck with fear at what he heard and saw, he glorified 
God, acknowledging, "truly this man was the Son of 
God." As the afternoon wore away, the Jews were 
anxious that the horrible spectacle of the dying sufferers 
should not sadden their Sabbath festival, so they obtained 
permission from Pilate that their legs might be broken 
to hasten their death, and that they might be taken away. 
The two thieves, who were still alive, had their sufferings 
shortened in this manner, but "when they came to Jesus 
and found that He was dead already, they brake not His 
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legs." One of the soldiers, however, with a spear pierced 
His side, and a stream of blood and water immediately 
flowed from the wound. These occurrences St. John notes 
as in striking fulfilment of two Old Testament prophecies, 
"neither shall ye break a bone thereof" (Exodus xii. 46), 
and, " they shall look on Me whom they have pierced " 
(Zechariah xii. 10). When the announcement of the 
death of Jesus was made to Pilate, he doubted whether 
it could be true, as the sufferings of a crucified person 
usually extended over a much longer period. He there- 
fore called the centurion and received from him, so to 
speak, the legal certificate of our Lord's death. 

6. Joseph of Arimathsda and Nicodemus bury Him. 
— ^The Jewish council had not been wholly unanimous in 
their condemnation of Christ, for Joseph of Arimathsea, 
otie of their body, had not consented to their verdict. 
Joseph was a rich man, who had acknowledged himself 
as a disciple of Christ, and so far was the shameful death 
He had suffered from shaking his faith in his Master, 
that he at once went boldly to Pilate, and begged that 
the body might be delivered to him. On receiving a 
satisfactory assurance that Jesus was dead, Pilate gave 
up to him the custody of the body, which was accordingly 
taken down from the cross. Joseph wrapped it reveren- 
tially in fine linen, and placed it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out of the rock. Nicodemus, also, 
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred 
pound weight, intending, as soon as the Sabbath was 
passed, to embalm the body. The holy women were 
witnesses of all that was done, and they too " prepared 
spices and ointments, and rested the Sabbath day accord- 
ing to the commandment." 

7. The Sepulchre is Sealed and Watched.— The chief 

priests and Pharisees were still uneasy, as it was brought 
to their recollection that the sufferings which Jesus had 
undergone had been repeatedly and exactly predicted by 
Himself some months before. But coupled with the 
prophecy as to His death and passion, was an announce- 
ment that in three days He should rise again, and while 
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disbelieving in the possibility of an actual resurrection, 
they conceived it probable that His disciples might 
attempt to steal away His body, and proclaim that such 
was the case. They therefore went to Pilate with a 
request that he would carefully guaid the sepulchre until 
the third day, but the governor thought the task would 
be most satisfactorily performed if they themselves had 
charge of it, so he replied : *^ Ye have a watch, go your 
way, make it as sure as you can. So they went, and 
made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone and setting a 
watch." 

QUESTIONS ON OHAPTEE XVIIL 

1. What IS the meaning of the term "Golgotha!'' Give the 
derivation of "Calvary." 

2. What man was compelled to bear the cross of Jesus to the 
place of cmcifixion ? 

3. State the coarse the soldiers took in dividing amongst them 
the clothes of Jesus, and how it accorded with ancient prophecv? 

4. Bepeat the seven sayings of our Lord while hansing on the 
cross. To whose care did He commit the guardianiuiip of His 
mother ? 

5. At what hour did the crucifixion commence, and when did 
our Lord's sufferings terminate in death ? At what hour did the 
miraculous darkness commence ? 

6. State the wonders that took place at our Lord's death? 
What effect had they on the mind of the centurion ? 

^ 7. How did Pilate assure himself of the certainty of our Lord's 
death ? What did one of the soldiers do to make sure that He 
was actually dead ? 

a Who undertook the duty of burying the body of Jesus? 
By whom was he assisted ? 

9. What course did the chief priests and Pharisees take to 
prevent the possibility of the Apostles stealing the body, and 
announcing falsely that Jesus had risen from the dead ? 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The ReBurrection— Christ appears to two Disciples going to 
Emmaiis — He appears to the Apostles in Jerusalem — Con- 
fession of Thomas — He appears to the Disciples at the Sea 
of Tiberius — ^He appears to five Hundred Brethren in a 
Mountain in Galilee— The Ascension — The appearances of 
Jesus after His Besurrection. 

ft 

1. The Besurrection.— St. Matthew is the only evan- 
gelist who describes the act of the Kesurrection, which 
took place very early on Sunday morning. He says, 
'* Behold, there was a great earthquake, for the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His 
countenance was like lightning, and His raiment white 
as snow, and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and 
became as dead men." The holy women, therefore, on 
arriving at the sepulchre, while it was yet dark, just as 
the day was beginning to dawn, found the stone rolled 
away, and every appearance of the body having been 
withdrawn. Leaving her companions at the sepulchre, 
Mary Magdalene now hastened back to inform Peter and 
John that her Lord's grave had been violated by rude 
hands, and that His body had been stolen away. Mean- 
while, the other women to make a closer search entered 
into the sepulchre, and saw there an angel, which assured 
them of the fact of His resurrection. As they departed 
to relate the joyful news to the disciples, Jesus Himself, 
met them, saying, "All hail." When the eleven heard 
the account, they refused to believe it, the statement 
seeming to them but as an idle tale. Peter and John now 
commenced to hasten to the sepulchre; John outran Peter, 
and reverentially looked within; Peter, less restrained by 
fear, entered, and began searching for his Lord's body. 
The linen clothes and the napkin were orderly arranged, 
but the body of Jesus was not to be seen. Wondering 
at what they had seen, the two Apostles now returned, 
aot grasping as yet either the fact of the resurrection, or 
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its necessity from the testimony of prophecy. Mary 
Magdalene still remained outside the sepulchre weeping, 
and, in the midst of her grief, stooping down, and looking 
in, she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head 
and another at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
They inquired the cause of her distress, and when she had 
replied, she turned round, and saw Jesus, not knowing 
that it was the Saviour, till He called her by her name, 
Mary. Then she made as though she would clasp His 
feet, but He bade her not to touch Him, for He was not 
yet ascended to His Father, but to go to His brethren, 
and declare to them that this ascension was shortly to 
take place. After this Jesus appeared to Peter, but the 
special circumstances attending the visit are not recorded. 
The soldiers having related to the chief priests the fact of 
the resurrection, received a heavy bribe to circulate a 
false report, which was eagerly believed by the Jews, that 
the Apostles had stolen the body of Jesus away. 

2. Christ appears to two Disciples going to Emmaus. 

-t-That same Easter morning, two disciples, one of whotn 
was named Cleopas, were proceeding to a village called 
Emmaus, when a stranger accosted them, inquiring the 
cause of their sorrowful demeanour. They replied by 
giving an account of the dreadful tragedy enacted on 
the previous Friday, and how the termination of such a 
glorious; career in an ignominious death had shaken their 
trust, " that it had been He which should have redeemed 
Israel." They also mentioned significantly that it. was' 
then the third day after the crucifixion, and that certiaih' 
women. of their company professed to have seen a vision^ 
of angels at His sepulchre, which declared that He was 
alive. The stranger then began to prove to theia from 
the Old Testament Scriptures that the Messiah that was* 
foretold ought to have suffered, previous to entering into 
His glory. On arriving at Emmaus, their fellow-traveller 
made as though He would have gone further*, 'but they 
constmined Him, saying, "Abide withU9,fbr itistowa^rd- 
evening, and the day is far spent.** Hfe therefore entered' 
with them into the house, and assuming the function' of 
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liost "took bread, and blessed it, and brake, aiid gave it 
to tkem." They no longer .doubted ■who their companioa 
■was, but just as they reoognised Him, from His pecuHai- 
manner of blessing and bieakmg the bread He vanished 
out of their sight Aa they returned ^sith the jojful 
tidings to Jernsaleni, the eleven Apostles had other 
evidence in further confirmation of the glorious fat-t, and 
before they had time to narrate thou adventure? the 
■welcome news resounded in then ear'' The Tjfrd is 
risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Snu n 




cHKisT .APrsABS TO TWO Diaoahss. 
S. Christ appears to tlie Apostles at Jemsalem — 
CosfeSBion of Thomas. — Bat while on the evening rof 
this first Jjord's day, they were thus speaJdng of His 
resurrection, they wei-e startled by the sudden appearing 
of Jesus in their midst, saying, "Peace be unto you." 
" But tiey were terrified and aflrighted, «id supposed 
that they had seen a spirit." To cabn their fears, the 
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Saviour pointed to His hands and feet, where the marks 
of the nails could be seen, remarking, '^ A spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see Me have." As they for very joy 
were yet incredulous, Jesus asked for food, and ate a 
piece of broiled flsh and hon^comb in their presence. 
" Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord." 
Thomas, however, was not with the other Apostles when 
our Lord appeared to them. When they informed Him 
that they had seen the Lord, he refused to credit their 
testimony, and declared that he would not believe in the 
fact of His resurrection, until he had seen the five wounds 
plainly visible on His body. When therefore on the next 
Sunday evening the Apostles were assembled, and Thomas 
with them, Jesus again appeared, and stood in the midst, 
saying, " Peace be unto you." " Then saith He to Thomas, 
' Beach hither thy finger, and behold My hands, and reach 
hither thy hand and thrust it into My side, and be not 
faithless but believing.' And Thomas answered and said 
unto Him, * My Lord and my God.' Jesus saith unto him, 
* Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed, 
blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed'" 
(John XX. 26-29). 

4. Christ appears to the Disciples at the Sea of 

Tiberius. — The Apostles had now returned to Galilee, 
in accordance with the Saviour's directions, and some of 
them had returned to their former occupation of fish< 
ing. Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, and John, and 
two others, seven in aU, were fishing one night in the 
sea of Galilee, and had caught nothing. As the morning 
dawned, and they drew near to the shore, a voice accosted 
them, "Children, have ye any meat 1 " They replied that 
they had not, when they were directed to cast the net on. 
the right side of the ship, and they should be successful. 
Instantly the net was full of great fishes, a hundred and 
fifty-three in all, and so heavy that it was with difficulty 
they were able to drag it to the shore. John at once 
bethought him that the stranger could be none other than 
the Lord, and Peter eagerly catching at his suggestion, 
gilt his fisher's coat on him, and made for the land. On 
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the shore they found a fire burning, and on it a repast of 
fish and bread. Jesus then bade them come and dine, 
and as they obeyed, they felt so certain it was the Lord, 
that none of them would risk the suspicion of doubting 
it by asking Him the question. After ihe meal, Jesus 
asked Peter three times if he loved Him, answering to 
his three denials before the crucifixion, and gave him the 
first time a charge to feed His lambs, and the two other 
times a similar direction to feed His sheep. Then allud- 
ing to the death by which the Apostle should glorify 
God, He declared that when he was young he girded 
himself, and went where he wished to go; but when he 
was old, he should stretch forth his hands, and another 
should gini him, and carry him where he would not. 
This prediction of his own martjrrdom raised Peter's 
curiosity to know what should befal his fellow-apostle 
St. John, but Jesus replied, " K I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee, follow thou Me.'* The 
coming of Christ here alluded to is, in all probability, 
His coming to destroy Jerusalem in a.d. 70, and St. John 
was, perhaps, the only Apostle who survived that event, 
dying some time between a.d. 90 and a.d. 120. 

6. Christ appears to five Hundred Brethren in a 
Mountain in Galilee. — St Matthew records this appear- 
ance of our Lord to His disciples in a mountain in 
Galilee, and remarks that "when they saw Him they 
worshipped Him, but some doubted." This doubt can 
hardly have been entertained by the eleven Apostles, 
who had before, several times, seen Jesus, and believed 
in His resurrection. This occurrence, then, must have 
been the one alluded to by St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 6) : "After 
that. He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep." Addressing this large body of 
His disciples, Jesus declared, "All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, teach all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; 

U 
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and, lo, I am witk you always, even unto the end of the 
world" (Matt, xxviii. 18-20). 

6. The Ascension. — St. Luke in the Acts of the 
Apostles limits the time between Christ's resurrection 
and ascension to forty days (Acts i. 3), and St. Paul in 
1 Cor. XV. 7, records a special appearance to James the 
less. During these forty days St. Luke tells us He was 
"speaking to them of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God " (Acts L 3). At His last meeting with them, 
when they had returned to Judsea, He gave them instruc- 
tions to tarry at Jerusalem till they should be endued 
with power from on high, and promised that they should 
be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
Then leading them out as far as Bethany, " He lifted up 
His hands, and blessed them, and while He blessed them, 
He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven." 
As with wondering eyes they followed Him in His 
heavenward course, two angels gently turned their minds 
to earthly duties, and consoled them for their Lord's 
departure by announcing the great truth of His second 
coming : " This same Jesus which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i 11). "And they 
worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, and were continually in the Temple, praising and 
blessing God " (Luke xxiv. 63). 

7. The Appearances of- Jesus after His Besnrrec- 

tion. — Our Lord is reported to have appeared after His 
resurrection on ten different occasions, which may be 
briefly enumerated as follows : — 

1. To the holy women on their return from the 

sepulchre: "Jesus met them, saying, All Hail" 
(Matt, xxviii. 9). 

2. To Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre: "Jesus saith 

imto her, Mary" (John xx. 16). 

3. To St. Peter: "He was seen of Cephas" (1 Cor. 

XV. 5). "The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared unto Simon " (Luke xxiv. 34). 

4. To the two disciples on their way to Emmaus, 
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5. To the Apostles at Jerusalem — ^Thomas absent. 

6. To the Apostles eight days after — ^Thomas present, 

7. To seven Apostles by the Sea of Galilee. 

8. To fivo hundred brethren on a mountain in Oalilee. 

9. To James the Less: ^' After this Ha was seen of 

James" (1 Cor. xv. 7). 
10. To the Apostles at His Ascension. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER XXV. 

1. Give the account of the resurrection as recorded in St. 
Matthew's gospel. 

2. To whom did our Lord first appear after His resurrection ? 
Who saw Him the second time, and now did she recognise Him ? 

3. What did Christ teach the two disciples on xke way to 
Emmaus ? How was He made known to them ? 

4. On what day of the week did Christ twice appear to the 
Apostles as they were assembled together ? How was St. Thomas 
satisfied of the reality of the resurrection ? 

5. What charge did our Lord give to St. Peter on His appear- 
ing to the seven Apostles by the Sea of Galilee ? In the passage 
*'If I will that he (St. John) tarry till I come/- what coming is 
probably alluded to ? 

6. Where did Jesus appear to the five hundred disciples? 
What charge did He give them ? -> . '^ 

7. How long did our Lord remain on the earth after His 
resurrection? About what did he teach His Apostles during 
this time ? To what two Apostles did He appear separately ? 

8. 'Where did the Ascension take place ? J3uring the peilorm- 
ance of what act was Christ taken from the Apostles ? What 
parting directions did he give them ? How did the two ancds 
comfort them for the departure of their Lord ? How did they 
occupy the time between the AscensioQ ^nd the Feast of Pente- 
cost?' 
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The Histgry of the Aots of the Aposties. A.D. 30-66. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Election of Matthias — The Descent of the Holy Ghost on 
the Day of Pentecost — The Healing of the Lame Man at the 
Gate Beautiful — Seizure of Peter and John by the Jewish 
Authorities, 

1. The Election of Matthias. — Having assembled in 
the upper room, where their risen Lord had twice appeared 
in theii? midst, the Apostles now proceeded to elect a suc- 
cessor to the traitor tfudas. Besides the eleven Apostles, 
there were present the holy women, Mary the mother of 
Jesus, His brethren, and a large number of His disciples, 
making in all one hundred and twenty persons. St. Peter 
addressee! this assembly, pointing out the crime and 
terrible death of Judas, and the necessity that existed 
that another person should be elected to fill his office, 
who had been a companion with them during the ministry 
of Jesus, and a witness of the fact of His resurrection. 
They appointed two persons, "Joseph called Barsabas, 
sumamed Justus, and Matthias,'' leaving the final choice 
to be decided by lot, after a solemn prayer for the Divine 
guidance. Having cast lots, the result was in favour of 
Matthias, and "he was numbered with the eleven 
Apostles " (Acts i. 15-26). 

2. The Descent of the Holy Ghost on the Day of 

Pentecost. — Ten days after the ascension of Jesus, on 
the Feast of Pentecost, the disciples were all assembled in 
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one place, when suddenly the sound of a rushing mighty 
wind filled all the house where they were sitting, and 
cloven tongues like as of fire appeared, and settled upon 
the heads of each of them. "And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance." At this feast many 
foreigners were in Jerusalem, and these were amazed 
when they found a number of Galileans speaking their 
several languages, which they knew were ordinarily 
known to few but theii* fellow-countrymen who had 
accompanied them. Well, therefore, might they be 
greatly astonished when they found Galilean Jews speak- 
ing the languages of " Parthians, and Medes, and Elam- 
iteis, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pam- 
phylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and 
Arabians." One explanation of the mystery suggested 
that the persons performing such marvels were in a state ' 
of intoxication. St. Peter, now supported by the other 
Apostles, addressed the multitude, and showed that as it 
was only nine o'clock in the morning, it was impossible 
for so large a company to be excited from wine. What 
it .was, however, was that pouring out of God's Spirit, 
proph^si^d by the ancient prophet Joel. " It shall come 
to p^ss.in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My 
Spirit, upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophecy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old 'men shall dream dreams" (Acts ii. 17; ' 
Joel ii. 28). The Apostle then referred to the recent 
crucifixion of Jesus, and asserted that, in accordance with 
ailcient prophecy. He had been raised from the dead. He 
also made it clear to them that this Jesus, who had ful- 
filled so exactly the ancient prophecies, was both Loixl 
and Messiah. The multitude, hearing this, were pricked 
to the heart, and earnestly desired the Apostles to inform 
them how tiiey should show their sorrow for the crime 
they had unwittingly committed. St. Peter bade them 
"repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name 
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of Jesus Olirist for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." The effect of this 
first Christian sermon was marveUous; three thousand 
souls were added to the infant church by baptism. The 
manner of life in which the first converts lived is summed 
up in four phases: "they continued stedfastly in the 
Apostle's doctrine^ and fdhwshipy and in hreaJdng of 
hready and in prayers " (Acts ii 42). A wholesome fear 
pervaded them, which was increased as they beheld the 
wonders and signs wrought by the Apostles. The in- 
fluence of the new faith broke through the habits and 
usages of ordinary life. " All that believed were together, 
and had all things common, and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need " (Acts ii. 44-45). As yet the new community had 
not separated from Judaism; the Temple had still forty 
years to stand before its final abolition in the destruction 
of Jerusalem. So the disciples continued ** daily with one 
accord in the Temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God, and having favour with all the 
people" (Acts ii. 46, 47). 

S. The Healing of the Lame Han at the Gate Beauti- 
ful. — ^As the Apostles, Peter and John, were enteiing 
the Temple by the gate called the Beautiful Gate, at one 
of the regular hQurs of prayer (the ninth hour, or three 
o'clock in the afternoon), they were accosted by a cripple, 
lame from his birth, who lay there, begging from them 
some coin that they might give him -in charity. Peter, 
looking intently at the lame man, bade him fix his eyes 
on them, which he did, expecting that they were about 
to give him some money. But the Apostle had a still 
better gift in store, for he said, " Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I to thee : in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." Then, tak- 
ing him by the hand, St. Peter lifted him up from the 
ground, and he at once found that his feet and ancle 
bones received strength. His joy now was unbounded; 
to test his new powers he walked and leaped; and en- 
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tered with the Apostles into the Temple, " walking, and 
leaping, and praising God " (Acts iii. 8). A miracle per- 
formed so publicly on a person whose infirm condition 
had been daily witnessed, excited great astonishment A 
crowd of people was soon collected around Peter and John 
in Solomon's porqh, and Peter, seizing the opportunity, 
declared that they need not regard him with such a won- 
dering gaze, as though by his own power he had healed 
the cripple. It was that Jesus whom they had crucified, 
and God had raised from the dead, who had made the 
man strong, and given him that perfect soundness which 
they beheld. He therefore urged them to repent, and 
change their evil lives, so that when Jesus Christ came 
the second time, their sins might be blotted out. The 
danger of disobedience to the commands of Jesus the 
Apostle showed by reference to the book of Deuteronomy, 
where Moses predicts the coming of a prophet like him- 
self, and declares that "every soul which will not hear 
that prophet shall be destroyed from among the people " 
(Acts iii 23; Deut xviii 18, 19). 
4. Seizure of Pister and John by the Jewish 

Authorities. — While St. Peter was thus addressing the 
people, the priests and Sadducees directed the captain of 
the Temple to arrest the two Apostles, and put them 
in prison tHl the next day, when they were formally 
arraigned before the council, and asked, " By what power, 
or by what name have ye done this?" St, Peter replied 
boldly that it was "in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead," that the miracle was done. It is instructive to 
note how strongly and how frequently the fact of the 
resurrection is insisted on all through the Acts of the 
Apostles. The coimcil then made inquiries, and ascer- 
tained that the persons before them had been disciples of 
Jesus before His death. As regards the miracle, seeing 
the man standing before them perfectly healed of his 
lameness, they could say nothing against it. They, there- 
fore, held a private consultation as to the course that 
should be adopted, and agreed that they should give them 
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a strict injunction "that they speak henceforth to no 
man in this name." To their great surprise, however, the 
two Apostles appealed to them to decide whether they 
ought to pay greater regard to their order, than to the 
command of Grod Himself. Having further threatened 
them, the council dismissed them without hurt, " finding 
nothing how they might punish them because of the 
people; for all men glorified God for that which was 
done, for the man was above forty years old, on whom 
this miracle of healing was shewed." The Apostles, hav- 
ing left the coimcil, went back to their own company, 
and related what took place; and the feeble body of dis- 
ciples, threatened with persecution by the powerful San- 
hedrim, found their greatest support in prayer to God. 
With one accord, therefore, they prayed to the God of 
heaven, and earth, and sea, that He would behold the 
threateninga of their enemies, and grant them courage to 
proclaim His message with boldness. When they had 
finished praying, the room was shaken in which they 
were assembled, and their petition was granted in a fresh 
descent of the Holy Ghost, impelling them to speak the 
word of God with bddness. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER I. 

1. How many persons were assembled in the upper room at 
the election of Matthias ? How was he elected ? 

2. Describe the descent of the Holy Ghost on the Day of 
Pentecost. What new gift was bestowed on the disciples? 
What was the effect of St. Peter's sermon on this occasion ? 

3. How old was the lame man whom the Apostles Peter and 
John healed ? What command did they receive from the coun- 
cil concerning their future course ? 

4. What had the disciples recourse to under the threatenings 
of the council ? What fresh assurance of support did they 
receive ? 
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CHAPTER II. 

Death of Ananias and Sapphira — Miracles of the Apostles — They 
are a second time arrested by the Council ana beaten — The 
murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews — 
Martyrdom of St. Stephen — The Church, persecuted at Jer- 
usalem, spreads to Samaria — The Conversion of the Ethiopian 
Eunuch. 

1. Death of Ananias and Sapphira. — The Infant Chiirch 
is next displayed to us in its internal condition. We 
have been before told that to the first believers all things 
were common, but this was not so because of any special 
rule enforcing it, but it arose from the closeness of the 
tie binding one Christian to another, which overcame the 
distinction and separation caused by wealth. A wealthy 
Levite of Cyprus, named Joseph, sumamed by the Apostles 
Barnabas, or the Son of Exhortation, is especially distin- 
guished by his conduct in this respect. "Having land, 
he sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the 
Apostle's feet." But even in this unselfish enthusiasm 
there was danger. Certain persons might wish to obtain 
credit for doing this, and yet shrink from reducing them-: 
selves to the level of their poorer brethren. Such a one 
was Ananias, who, with the concurrence of his wife, 
Sapphira, attempted to deceive the Apostles, by selling 
a possession and bringing to them part of the price, pre- 
tending it was the whole. But Peter, full of the Holy 
Ghost, sternly rebuked the hypocrite, reminding him that 
there. was no compulsion on him to sell his i)roperty, and 
declaring that, in the deceit he had attempted, he had lied 
unto the Holy Ghost, and so had committed a crime 
against God. The guilty man, hearing these words, fell 
down dead on the spot, an occurrence which created great 
awe amongst those who heard of it. Some three hours 
after, his wife came in, ignorant of her husband's doom, 
and being questioned by St. Peter, gave the same false 
statement that he had offered, and according to the 
solemn prediction of the Apostle^ instantly shared his 
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pimishment. A wholesome fear fell upon the disciples, 
and we may well believe that this evil, which threatened 
so early to corrupt the Church, was effectually suppressed 
for a considerable time. 

2. Miracles of the Apostles. — Because no one of these 
miracles is singled out for special remark, the reader is 
apt to underrate their influence in causing the rapid ex- 
tension of the Church. Miraculous power proceeded from 
the Apostle Peter at this time in such abundance as to 
cause results strongly similar to those which were wrought 
on the close of the Sabbath at Capernaum, and other 
periods of our Lord^s ministry. "They brought forth the 
sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, 
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of them ; there came also a multitude 
out of the cities roimd about unto Jerusalem, bringing 
sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean 
spirits, and they were healed eveiy one." (Acts v. 15, 16). 

S. They are a second time arrested by the Council 

and beaten. — ^The Sanhedrim, however, could stand this no 
longer. To the ruling party in it, the Sadducees, the success 
. of the new sect was especially repugnant, for while they 
insisted there was no resurrection, the Apostles preached 
at all times, and on all occasions, the resurrection of Jesus. 
Full of indignation, therefore, they ordered the Apostles 
to be arrested and placed in the common jail, intending on. 
the following day to have them brought before their body. 
But the Angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, and 
released them in the night, bidding them proceed to the 
Temple, and speak there to the people ''all the words 
of this life." So, early in the morning, they were there 
in the Temple teaching, while the assembled Sanhedrim 
were waiting for the return of their officers, whom they 
had sent to the prison to fetch them. The officers came 
back without the prisoners, declaring that to all appear- 
ances the jail was safely closed, and the keepers guarding 
vigilantly the door, but when they had entered, they found 
no man within. The puzzled council were doubting what 
the issue of such strange events should be, when a messen- 
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ger came and informed them that the Apostles wero 
teaching in the Temple. The captain of the Temple there- 
fore went and brought them, not daring to treat them 
roughly for fear of the popular displeasure,, which was 
strongly aroused on behalf of the disciples of the new faith. 
To the charge that they had disobeyed the previous orders 
of the council, filled Jerusalem with their doctrine, 
and attempted to fix on the council the responsibility 
of crucifying Jesus, St. Peter answered, repeating the 
superior obligation of obeying the commands of God, 
and strongly asserting the resurrection and exaltation of 
Christ. So angry were they at this courageous reply, 
that having put them aside for a short time, they deliber- 
ated whether they should not put the two Apostles to 
death. Milder councils, however, prevailed, caused chiefly 
by a speech of one of their body, named Gamaliel, who 
recommended them to let the new teachers alone, " for if 
this, counsel, or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God " (Acts v. 38, 
39). Agreeable to this advice they therefore called the 
Apostles again before them, and, having beaten them, 
strictly enjoined them to speak no more in the name of 
Jesus, and dismissed them. " And they departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name, and daily in the 
Temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 'teach and 
preach Jesus Christ " (Acts v. 41, 42). 

4. The murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the 

Hebrews. — ^There were two classes of people at this time 
existing in the Church, the Hebrews, or Jews who were 
natives of Palestine, and the Grecian Jews, called in our 
translation the Grecians, who were Jews bom and 
educated abroad, using the Greek language, and living 
according to Greek manners and customs. The Greek- 
speaking Jews murmured against the Jews of Palestine, 
complaining that in the daily distribution of alms, their 
widows were neglected. The twelve Apostles therefore 
^led together a special meeting of the disciples; and 
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explained that it was unreasonable for them to leave the 
word of God to serve tables, and that, therefore, it would 
be better for them to choose seven men of good character, 
"full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom," to whom they 
(the Apostles) might entrust this matter. The assembly 
gladly accepted the suggestion of the Apostles, and chose 
Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolas to have charge over the distribution of the 
charitable fund. They brought the newly-elected officers 
(all of them probably Jews of the complaining party, as 
they havie Grecian names) to the Apostles, " and when 
they had prayed, they laid their hands upon them. " At 
this point in the narrative one of those verses occurs, 
which contain so much information in a little space, the 
full force of which is seldom reached by the careless 
reader. "And the word of God increased: and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly, 
and a great company of the priests were obedient to the 
faith " (Acts vi. 7). 

5 The Martyrdom of St. Stephen. — Besides presiding 
over the distribution of alms, certain of the deacons were 
zealous in the propagation of the Christian faith. Stephen, 
by his "great wonders and miracles," obtained such a 
hold upon the people, that the foreign, or Greek-speaking 
Jews, joined together in opposing him; "but they were 
not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake. " They therefore procured witnesses who charged 
him before the Sanhedsim with the crime of bUsphemy.'. 
In proof of their assertion they adduced two propositions : 
he had maintained (1) that Jesus should destroy the 
Temple, and (2) that He should change the customs that 
Moses delivered. Stephen's defence against this charge 
consisted in showing from Jewish history the rebellious 
nature of the people, and their frequent rejection of their 
rulers and prophets. Even their great prophet Moses 
they rejected at first, as they had rejected Jesus. And 
this same Moses had foretold the coming of a prophet 
like himself, to whom they were to hearken and obey. 
As for the charge against him for what he had said 
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about the Temple, Solomon who built the first Temple, 
acknowledged that the presence of God which fills the 
wjhole earth could not be confined to it, and the prophet 
Isaiah gave expression to the same truth in similar lan- 
guage. Bringing his argument to a practical application, 
he inquired which of the prophets they had not peree- 
cuted ? No wonder, then, if they slew those which foretold 
Christ's coming, they should slay Christ Himself when 
He appeared. This reflection on their conduct worked 
them into a very ecstasy of madness, "they were cut to 
the heart, and gnashed upon him with their teeth. " 
But the bold confessor heeded not their wrath, for, in a 
glorious vision, he saw his Saviour standing at the right 
hand of God, and so he cried out, "Behold I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the 
right hand of God." This last exclamation decided his 
fate; stopping their ears, they ran upon him, cast him out 
of the city, and stoned him, the dying martyr praying 
with his latest breath, "Lord Jesus, lay not this sin to 
their charge. " It is mentioned as a significant incident in 
this tragical occurrence that "the witnesses laid down their 
clothes at a young man's feet whose name was Saul." 

6. The Church, Persecuted at Jerusalem, spreads to 

Samaria. — The martyrdom of St. Stephen was the com- 
mencement of a general persecution of the disciples, the 
chief actor in which was Saul, who was afterwards con- 
verted and became an Apostle. We learn the particulars 
of this persecution chiefly from St. Paul's confession in 
Acts xxii. 19, and xxvi. 10, 11, how that the disciples 
were imprisoned and beaten in every synagogue, and 
some of them even put to death. But the fury of its 
enemies resulted in the greater extension of the gospel, 
"they that were scattered abroad went everywhere 
preaching the word" (Acts viii, 4). The Apostles 
remained at Jerusalem, but Philip, one of the seven men 
appointed to administer the alms, went down to Samaria, 
and preached the gospel to the Samaritans. Convinced 
by hii3 miracles, the people gave great heed to him, and 
YTQre baptised, both men ajid wgmen, in the 0(iine gf 
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Jesus Christ. Before the andval of Philip, a magician 
named Simon had for a long time exerted great influence 
over the people, so that they called him ** the great power 
of God." Seeing his own sorceries forsaken for the bap- 
tism administered by Philip, he came himself, and was 
baptised, and remained with the evangelist, beholding 
with admiration the wonders and signs which he did. 
The Apostles at Jerusalem, hearing of the conversion of 
the Samaritans, sent to them Peter and John, who prayed 
for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost. " Then 
laid they their hands upon them, and they received the 
Holy Ghost" (Acts viii 17). Simon, seeing the mar- 
vellous result of this apparently insignificant act, offered 
Peter and John a sum of money if they would sell him 
the power to perform it, But Peter sternly answered, 
" Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may be purchased with money," and 
bade him repent of his wickedness, that the thought of 
his heart might be forgiven him. Awed by the severity 
of the Apostle's answer, Simon desired him to pray to 
God for him that he might be spared the punishment 
which his guilt deserved. Then the Apostles returned 
to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in the Samaritan 
villages as they went. 

7. The Conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch. — As for 

Philip, another task was quickly assigned him. The 
chief minister of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, " who 
had the charge of all her treasure," had come to Jerusalem 
to worship, and was returning by -the road which goes 
from Jerusalem to Gaza. As he journeyed, he read in 
his chariot the prophecy of Isaiah. Philip was bidden 
to join himself to the eunuch, and, on nearing his chariot, 
heard him reading. " Understandest thou what thou 
readesti" he inquired. "How can I," replied the 
eunuch, "except some man shall guide me." Then 
Philip, accepting a seat in the chariot beside him, ex- 
plained to him the purport of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, 
and showed how that wonderful prophecy was fulfilled in 
the Bufferings of Jesus. As they proceeded, seeing a 
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stream of water, ihe eunuch earnestly desired to be bap- 
tised, and so " they went down both into the water, and 
he baptised him." Then the Spirit of the Lord conveyed 
Philip from the spot, so that the eunuch saw him no 
more; but the object of his visit was attained, and the 
new convert went on his way rejoicing. As for Philip, 
he arrived at Azotus (anciently called Ashdod), and pass- 
ing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to 
Csesarea, where he remained for some considerable period. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER II. 

1. What was the He which Ananias and Sapphira told St, 
Peter! 

2. By whose advice were the Sanhedrim dissuaded from put- 
ting the Apostles to death ? 

3. Who were the Hellenists or Grecians? What was their 
complaint against the Hebrews ? What means did the Apostles 
take to satisfy them ? 

'4: What two charges did the Jews bring against St. Stephen ? 
Who is mentioned as a consenting party to his death ? 

6. Who preached the gospel to the Samaritans ? What power, 
did the magician Simon wish topurchase from the Apostles ? 

6. What sovereign did the Ethiopian eunuch serve? What 
part of the Scripture was he reading when Philip joined him ? 



CHAPTER III. 

The Conversion of Saul — i^eas Healed, and Tabitha raised 
from the dead by St. Peter — ^Admission of the Gentiles to 
the Church in the case of Cornelius — The Church at Antioch 
— ^Persecution of the Church by Herod — His Miserable 
Death. 

1. The Conversion of SauL — '' Bi*eathing out threaten- 
ings BJid slaughter against the disciples of the Lord," 
Saul was not content to persecute them in Judsea only, 
but desired the high priest to grant him authority, so that 
if he found any adherents of the new faith in the syna- 
gogues of the distant city of Damascus, he might bring 
tbeiri bouud imto Jerusalem. At mid-day, as he drew 
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near to Damascus, he and his companions were struck to 
the earth by a great light from heaven '' above the bright- 
ness of the sun/' and a voice from heaven, heard by all, 
but understood only by Saul, spake to him in the Hebrew 
tongue, ijaying, " Saul ! Saul 1 why persecutest thou Me?" 
"Who art Thou, Lordl'* cried lie trembling and aston- 
ished Pharisee, and the voice answered, " I am Jesus, 
whom thou persecutest." To a further inquiry, " Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do ?" he was told to go into 
Damascus, and it should be told him there what he must 
do. Blinded by the fierce light, he entered the city, and 
was led into the house of Judas, " where he was three 
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink." At 
the end of that time, a disciple of Damascus, named 
Ananias, was bidden in a vision to go to Saul, and restore 
to him his sight, and after some remonstrance, he obeyed, 
and not only gave the new convert back his sight, but 
baptised him. Then to the amazement of the Jews -of 
Damascus, he entered into the synagogues, proclaiming 
that Christ is the Son of God, and confounded all that 
contended to the contrary, "proving that this is very 
Christ." Leaving Damascus, Saul now betook himself 
for solitude to Arabia, where he remained for a consider- 
able period, and then returning to the same city^ resumed 
his labours in preaching Christ in the synagogues. 
Beaten in argument, the baffled Jews resolved to rid 
themselves of their opponent by putting him to death ; 
but warned in time, the disciples let him down the city 
wall in a basket, and he proceeded to Jerusalem. Here, 
however, the disciples doubted his sinceiity, and shrunk 
from his society, till Barnabas brought him to the 
Apostles, and declared . the history of his conversion. 
Then Peter, and James, the Lord's brother, associated 
with him, and he abode with Peter fifteen days. In the 
synagogues at Jerusalem, as at Damascus, "he spake 
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed 
against the Grecians (Greek-speaking Jews), who went 
about to slay him." It was therefore necessary for him 
to depart froni jQvusa^lem, ftnd he recQiv^d 9, Qommaud 
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to this effect in a vision while praying in the Temple, 
informing him that the inhabitants of Jerusalem would 
not receive his testimony, and that he was to be sent far 
hence to the Grentiles (Acts xxiL 18-21). The disciples, 
therefore, sent him by sea to Caesarea, and from thence 
he sailed to Tarsus, and preached the gospel in the dis- 
tricts of Syria and Cilicia (€kd. i 21). 

8. .Sneas Healed, and Tabitha raised from the Dead 

by St. Peter. — At this period the churches in Judaea, 
Galilee, and Samaria, were free from persecution, and St. 
Peter left Jerusalem to visit the disciples from place to 
place. At Lydda, he found a man named ^neas, who 
had been stricken with palsy eight years, during which 
time he had kept his bed. Peter said unto him, " -^neas, 
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole; arise, and make thy 
bed." The sick man instantly arose, and the fame of 
this miracle turned many to the Lord. While he was 
still at Lydda, a charitable woman named Tabitha or. 
Dorcas, residing at Joppa, fell sick and died, and the 
disciples, in their distress, hastily sent for him, implor- 
ing him not to delay to come to them. On his arrival, 
they conducted him to the. upper chamber, where the 
body was laid out for burial, and all the widows stood by 
him weeping, and showing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas made while she was with them (Acts ix. 39). 
Having put them all out of the room, the Apostle 
kneeled down and prayed, and then, turning to the body, 
said, " Tabitha, arise." " And she opened her eyes, and 
when she saw Peter, she sat up." This miracle was 
quickly noised abroad, and caused the conversion of many 
to the faith. 

S. Admission of the Gentiles to the Chnrch in the 

case of Cornelius. — ^There was dwelling at Csesarea at 
this time a devout soldier, named Cornelius, a centurion 
of the Italian band, ^' which gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God alway." At the ninth hour, 
or three o'clock in the afternoon, he saw a heavenly 
vision, in which an angel instructed him to send to 
Joppa for Peter, who should tell him what he ought to 

X 
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do. The ne:ft day, therefore, Cornelius sent two of hid 
houscihold servants, accompanied by a devout soldier, to 
Joppa, to seek out the Apostle. But as yet, Peter, like 
all other Jews, held that the GentQes were unclean, and 
aliens from God's covenant, ^nd so was not prepared to 
admit them as members of the Christian body. Whilo 
the messengers of Cornelius were drawing near the city 
of Joppa, Peter went on the housetop about the sixth 
hour (twelve o'clock in the morning) to pray. Here he 
was seized with the pangs of hunger, and while the 
people of the house were preparing food, he fell into a 
trance, and saw a vessdl like a great sheet descending 
from heaven, in which were all kinds of quadrupeds^ 
wild beasts, creeping things, and fowls of the air. A 
voice now came to him, saying, " Kise, Peter, kill and 
eat;" but he answered, " Not so, Lord, for I have never 
eaten anything that is common or unclean." But the 
voice rejoined in woids of reproof, "What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common." Three times was 
this scene enacted, to impress it more strongly on his 
mind, and while the Apostle was wondering what could 
be its meaning, the servants of Cornelius stood before his 
door, asking "whether Simon, which was sumamed 
Peter, were lodged there." The Spirit at the same time 
informed him of the arrival of the messengers, and bade 
him go with them, and accordingly, on the next day, 
they all departed for Csesarea. On arriving at the house 
of Cornelius, who had called together his kinsmen and 
friends, the centurion met him, and would have wor- 
shipped him, but Peter raised him up, declaring that he 
was only a man like himself. The Apostle and *the 
soldier then related their several visions; after whicli St. 
Peter declared to him the gospel message, remarking that 
Qtod is no respecter of persons, and adding to the state- 
ment of the resurrection, the doctrine of the future com- 
ing of Christ to be judge of quick and dead. 3i^ile he 
was still speaking, the Holy Ghost fell upon all the 
assembled Crentiles, to the great astonishment of the 
^^Jews who accompanied Peter, who heard them speak 
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with tongues, and magnify God. The Apostle then 
demanded if any could forbid the baptism of such as had 
already received the Holy Ghost, and gave directioua for 
them to be baptised in the name of the Lord. After 
staying at Geesarea, St. Peter returned to Jerusalem, 
where certain of the Christian body reproached him with 
eating with uncircumcised persons; but when the Apostle 
had explained how he waa led to associate with Gentiles, 
and consent to their baptism, they glorified God, saying, 
" Then hath God also to the Gentil^ granted repentance 
1. t K f\ t \i T*) 
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4. The Charoh at Antiooli. — Meanwhile, the spread of 
the gospel had extended as far as ^e city of AntiocL 
" They which were scattered abroad upon the persecution 
that arose about Stephen travelled as lar as Fhenice, and 
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Cyprus, and Antioch, preaclung the word to none but 
unto the Jews only." But this restriction was soon 
broken through, and certain natives of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, on their arrival at Antioch, preached the gospel 
to the Gentile Greeks, a great number of whom believed, 
and turned to the Lord. The church at Jerusalem, hear- 
ing of this, sent to Antioch, Barnabas, himself a native 
ef Cyprus, who rejoiced to see the progress that was 
being made, and, with a view to further effort, went to 
Tarsus to seek the aid of Saul. Barnabas returned to 
Antioch with Saul, and for a whole year they both 
laboured there in the extension of the gospel. So great 
was the progress made by the new sect, that they could no 
•longer be confounded with the Jews, who indeed most 
bitterly opposed them, but received a new and distinctive 
name, after the title of their founder. '* And the disciples 
were called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts xL 26). 
At this time certaia prophets came to Antioch from 
Jerusalem, and one of them, named Agabus, predicted 
the approach of a great famine, that took place in the 
reign of Claudius Cassar. The Antioch Christians, there- 
fore, generously determined to make a collection for 
the support of their poorer brethren in Jerusalem, and 
they requested Barnabas and Saul to proceed there to 
deliver it, 

6. Persecution of the Church by Herod — His Miser- 
able Death. — At this time, Herod Agrippa I., finding 
the new sect unpopular with the ruling party in Judsea, 
beheaded James, the brother of John, who must be care- 
fully distinguished from another James, who afterwards 
appears in the history, and is termed ''the Lord's 
brother." Seeing that the execution of James pleased 
the Jews, he imprisoned Peter, intending to put him to 
death after the Passover feast had gone by. " But prayer 
was made without ceasing of the Church unto God for him." 
On the night before the morning that Herod had fixed 
for his execution, as the Apostle was sleeping between 
two soldiers, securely bound with two chains, a light 
shone in the prison, and an angel struck Peter on the 
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side, bidding him rise up quickly. Thus aroused, he 
stood on his feet, the chains falling from his hands, and 
proceeded to dress himself hastily and follow his deliverer, 
as he was directed. Having passed the first and second 
ward, they came imto the o^ter iron gate, and that opened 
to them of its own accord, and, being thus in the streets 
of the city, the angel departed from the Apostle, who 
made his way to the house of Mary, the mother of John 
Mark, where many were assembled to pass the night in 
prayer. Peter knocked at the door, and a maiden named 
Rhoda answered ; but, recognising the voice of the Apostle, 
for very joy she did not open it, but ran to announce to 
the company the glad tidings. "And they said unto 
her, ' Thou art mad.' But she constantly affirmed that it 
was even so. Then said they, *It is his angel.'" 
Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking, and being ad- 
mitted, declared to the astonished disciples how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. When the morning 
began to dawn, there was great excitement among the 
soldiers as to what had become of their prisoner, and 
Herod, on hearing of his escape, gave orders that they 
should be put to death. As for Peter, " he departed and 
went into another place," where he was safe from the 
vengeance of the king, who shortly after left Jerusalem 
for Csesarea. There, having arrayed himself in royal 
apparel (according to Josephus, " a garment made wholly 
of silver, and of a contexture tardy wonderful"), he made 
a speech to the people, who shouted " it is the voice of 
a god, and not of a man." Because he gave not God the 
glory, the angel of the Lord smote him, so that he was 
eaten up of worms, and shortly after died in* great agony. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER m. 

1. Who was sent to Saul after his conversioii to restore him 
his si^t, and baptise him ? 

2. To what country did Saul rety-e after his conversion, and 
what period of time elapsed between his conversion and his 
arrival at Jerusalem ? 

3. How long had Maeva been ill? What was his disease? 
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Where dM Tabitha live? What is said as to her charitable 
works ? 

4. Where did the descent of the HolyGhiost on the Gentiles 
take place ? What followed it ? 

6. Where were the disciples fit^^jj-cieiUed Christians? Who 
was the James that Herod put to db^tth? AVhat Apostle of that 
name was still living ? 



CHAPTER IV. 
ST. Paul's first missionary journey. 

Barnabas and Saul chosen to go to the Gentiles — Sereins Paulns 
and Elymas^Paul's Sermon at Antioch in Pisida — Events 
at Icomum, Lystra, and Derbe — ^Paul and Barnabas return 
to Antioch, where there arises a controversy about circum- 
cision — Decision of the Church at Jerusalem. 

1. Barnabas and Saul chosen to go to the Gentiles. 

— Barnabas and Saul, having delivered the alms of the 
Antioch Christians to their brethren at Jerusalem, 
returned to Antioch, taking with them John, whose sur- 
name was Mark. While in company with other prophets 
and teachers they were occupied in prayer and fasting, 
the Holy Ghost said, ** Separate Me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them." And wlien 
they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away. Here commences what is called 
the first Apostolic journey of St. Paul, whom, however, 
as yet the narrative still continues to term Saul. From 
Seleucia, the port of Antioch, the three travellers (Saul, 
Barnabas, and John Mark) sailed for Cyprus, at which 
island they began their labours in preaching the gospel. 

2. Sergius Paulus and Elymas. — ^At Salamis, they 
preached the word in the synagogues of the Jews, and 
then proceeded to the other side of the island, where, at 
Paphos, they were opposed by a Jewish sorcerer named 
Barjesus, who also called himself by the "Arabic name 
Elymas, a word meaning " the wise." Sergius Paulus, 
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the proconsul of tlie island, sent for Barnabas and Saul, 
desiring to bear the word of Crod;. but Elymas withstood 
them, seeking to dissuadie him- from embracing the faitL 
Then Saul (who is here for the first time also spoken of 
as Paul) gazing intently on the sorcerer, sternly rebuked 
him for his wickedness, and declared that he should be 
punished with blindness, ''not seeing the sun for a 
season." Immediately,, the words of the Apostle took 
effect, and Elymas went groping about, seeking some one 
to lead him by the hand. This miracle convinced 
Sergius Paulus of the truth of the gospel, and he became 
a convert to the new faith. Shortly afterwards, Paul 
and Barnabas left Cyprus, and sailed across the Medi- 
terranean to Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark left 
them, returning to Jerusalem. This desertion of his post 
by their attendant was brought forward by St. Paul as a 
reason for not taking him with them on their second 
journey, and led to a contention between the two Apostles^ 
so it should be carefully noted here. 
S. Paul's Sermon at Antioch in Pisida. — ^When Paul 

and Barnabas had arrived at Antiodi in Pisida, they 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath-day, and being 
invited by the ruler to address the people, Paul proceeded 
to declare that a Saviour had appeared to Israel in the 
person of Jesus, according to the prediction of prophecy. 
So far was the cruel death He suffered from disproving 
His Messiahship, that in condemning Him, the Jewish 
authorities had fulfilled the writings of their own prophets, 
which are read every Sabbath-day. The Apostle went 
on to declare the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ, 
and that through Him is obtained the forgiveness of sins, 
and justification ''from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.". This discourse 
made a greater impression on the Centiles than the Jews, 
for the former begged Paul to continue his discourse on 
the next Sabbath, when "almost the whole city came 
together to hear the word of Cod." But a gospel which 
excited so greatly the interest of the Gentiles aroused the 
envy of the Jews^ who " spake against those things which 
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were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming." 
His course, however, was prompt and decisive. It was neces- 
sary, he told them, that the word of God should be first 
offered to them; but since they had rejected it, they 
would turn to the Grentiles. This statement, fortified by 
a reference to ancient prophecy, gladdened the Greek 
inhabitants, "and the word of the Lord was published 
throughout all the region." The Jews, however, after a 
while succeeded in stirring up a persecution against Paul 
and Barnabas, and expelled them from the neighbour- 
hood. Shaking the dust off their feet against them, 
according to our Lord's commandment, the two Apostles 
travelled on to Iconium nothing daunted by their repulse, 
for we read, " the disciples were filled with joy, and with 
the Holy Ghost" (Acts xiiL 52). 
4. Events at Iconiumy Lystra^ and Derbe. — At 

Iconium, Paul and Barnabas so preached Christ in the 
synagogue, "that a great multitude both of the Jews 
and of the Greeks believed." But as at Antioch, the* 
unbelieving Jews excited the people against them, and 
on being informed of a design to stone them, they took 
refuge in flight, and came to Lystra, and preached there 
the gospel. Amongst the audience there was a cripple, 
who had never used his feet from his birth, to whom 
Paul, " stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he 
had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, ' Stand up- 
right on thy feet' " The cripple at once " leaped and 
walked." So striking a miracle attracted the admiration 
of the people, who declared that the gods had visited 
them in the likeness of men. Barnabas they thought 
Jupiter, and Paul Mercury, because he spoke most; so 
the priest of Jupiter brought oxen and garlands to sacri- 
fice to them. But the Apostles, rending their clothes, 
declared to the people their mistake, and explained that 
they were men of like passions with themselves, and that 
their special business was to preach to them that they 
should turn from such vanities to serve the living God. 
Some Jews from Antioch now appeared on the scene, 
stirring xip the people against Paul; so suddenly going 
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from one extreme to another, they commenced stoning 
the Apostle, and drew him out of the city, supposing him 
to be dead. But, as the disciples were anxiously behold- 
ing him, he revived, and entered again into the city. 
The next day, Paul and Barnabas went on to Derbe^ 
where they preached the gospel and taught many. 

5. Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch, where 
there arises a Controversy about Circnmcision. — Hav- 
ing now reached the ' limit of their first missionary 
journey, Paul and Barnabas set out on their return, 
visiting again the churches they had founded in Asia 
Minor at Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch in Pisidia, in 
which they ordained elders. Having arrived at Perga, 
they went down to the seaport Attalia, whence they 
sailed to Antioch. There they rehearsed to the assembled 
church ^* all that God had done unto them, and how He 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles." But the 
question now arose, in what position were those Gentiles 
who believed? Were they to submit to circumcision, 
and observe all the ceremonies of the Mosaic law ? Cer- 
tain disciples which came from Judsea contended that 
they were; but Paul and Barnabas held the contrary 
opinion. It was agreed, therefore, that they should send 
a deputation to the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem, of 
which Paul and Barnabas should form part. As they 
passed through Phenice and Samaria on their way to 
Judsea, they announced the conversion of the Grentiles, 
tidings which caused great joy to all the brethren. 

6. Decision of the Church at Jerusalem. — ^The dis- 
cussion of this question led to much disputing in the 
Jerusalem church. Peter, however, pronounced against 
putting a yoke on the necks of the disciples such as they 
themselves could not bear, and kamabas and Paul declared 
what wonders €k)d had wrought among the Grentiles by 
them. Then James, the Loi*d's brother, arose, and gave his 
opinion that it would be better not to trouble the new 
converts with numerous rules, but to warn them against 
four things : " that they abstain from pollution oi idols, 
from fornication, from things strangled, and from blood." 
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This advice was accepted by the church, who caused d 
letter to be written to the Gentile congregations, exhort- 
ing them to avoid these four things, and declaring that 
they would lay no greater burden upon them. Barnabas 
and Paul conveyed the decision of ike church at Jerusa- 
lem to Antioch, where the letter was read, and the dis- 
ciples rejoiced that this difficulty was settled. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IV, 

1. Whom did Barnabas and Saul take with them on their 
missionary journey ? 

2. State the course the two Apostles followed. What towns 
did they visit ? 

3. Who was Elymas ? Where did he oppose St. Paul ? What 
punishment did he receive for his wickedness ? 

4. In what city was the cripple healed who had never walked 
from his birth ? How did the inhabitants regard the Apostles ? 
What treatment did they afterwards receive ? 

6. What dispute troubled the church of Antioch on the return 
of Barnabas and Saul? How did the Apostles and elders of 
Jerusalem settle it ? 



CHAPTER V. 
ST. Paul's sbgond missionary joubney. 

• 

Contention between Paul and Barnabas — ^Paul and Silas are 
joined by Timothy at Lystra — Directed by a Vision they 
cross into Macedonia, and visit Philippi — They proceed for- 
ward to Thessalonica and Berea — St. Paul at Athens — St. 
Paul arrives at Corinth, and remains there Eighteen Months 
^End of the Second Apostolic Journey. 

1. Contention between Paul and Barnabas. — The 

second missionary journey of St. Paul arose out of a pro- 
posal made by that Apostle to Barnabas to go aiid visit 
their brethren in every city where they had preached, 
and see how they fared. Barnabas consented to this 
course on condition that Mark should accompany them, 
but Paul refused to take him, because he ^' departed from 
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tbem from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the 
work." The contention between them was so sharp that 
they parted and went different ways; Barnabas with 
Mark going to Cyprus, while Paul, choosing for his 
companion Silc^B, ** went through Syria and Cilicia^ con- 
firming the churches " (Acts xv. 41). 

fL Paul and Silas are joined by Timothy at Lystra. 

— ^At Lystra, there was a promising disciple named 
Timothy, whose mother was a Jewess named Eunice 
(2 Tim. i 5)^ but his father was a Greek. Paul desired 
biTn .to accompany them on their further travels, and, to 
avoid the displeasure of the Jews, circumcised him. 
Then, visiting the churches previously founded, he 
'delivered to them the decision of the Apostles and elders 
of Jerusalem, concerning the four things from which 
they were to abstain; 

& Directed by a Vision they cross into Macedonia, 

and visit Philippi — ^The direction in which Paul and 
Silas were now to go seemed to be for some time uncer- 
tain. They preached the word through Phrygia and 
Cralatia (see map), but were forbidden to go at this time 
into that province of Asia Minor which was called Asia. 
Then, still further narrowing their path, " they assayed 
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit sufiered them not.'' 
Passing by Mysia, they came to the seaport of Troas, 
where Paul saw in a vision a man of Macedonia, beseech- 
ing him, " Come over into Macedonia and help us." In 
obedience to this call, the three travellers (now joined by 
a fourth, the writer of the history, probably St. Luke), 
crossed over from Troas, and landed at Neapolis, from 
whence they proceeded to Philippi, " the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony.^ Li this important 
town, they abode some time. Their first attempt to reach 
the people was by resorting to a place on the river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made, and speaking to the 
women that frequented it. There was no synagogue here, 
from which to send forth the sound of the gospel. One 
convert joined them, Lydia, a seller of purple of Thyatira, 
who was baptised with all her household, and entreated 
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Paul, Silas, Luke, and Timotliy to make her house their 
home while they remained in PhilippL But daily as the 
little company left the house of Lydia to go to the place 
of prayer, a girl, " possessed with a spirit of divination," 
met them, calling out, *' These men are the servants of 
the most high God, which shew us the way of salvation." 
Grieved at her wretched state, Paul spoke to the spirit 
that possessed her, commanding it in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her, and his word was obeyed. 
But the men who had charge of the girl were enraged 
to find that her powers of divination were gone, and 
that she would now be useless as a means of obtaining 
money. So seizing hold of Paul and Silas, they dragged 
them into the market-place, where the magistrates were 
assembled, charging them as Jews with troubling the 
city by attempting to change the Boman customs. ^^ And 
the multitude rose up together against them, and the 
magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat 
them." Then they cast them into prison,* ordering the 
jailor to keep them safely, who thereupon thrust them 
into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. At midnight, however, '^ Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang praises to Ckxi, and ihe prisoners heard them." 
Then a great earthquake suddenly shook the foundations 
of the prison, and immediately all the doors were opened, 
and everyone's bands loosed. The jailor, waking up, and 
finding the prison doors open, and the prisoners free, 
was about to anticipate his punishment by killing 
himself with his own sword, but Paul cried out with a 
loud voice, " Do thyself no harm, for we are all here." 
Such nobility of mind, added to the patience with which 
the missionaries bore their ill-treatment, produced con- 
viction on the mind of the jailor, who tremblingly 
inquired, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" and the 
answer was given him, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." Then 
the jailor took them and washed their stripes, and after- 
wards with all his family received admission into the 
church by baptism. In the morning, the magistrates, 
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tbinking the prisoners had been punished sufficiently, 
pent to the prison, ordering their release; but Paul 
refused to avail himself of it, unless they came them- 
selves, and publicly dismissed them. "They have 
beaten us," he said, "openly uncondemned, being Romans, 
and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us 
out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves 
and fetch us out." The magistrates were afraid for the 
consequences of their conduct when they heard that the 
prisoners whom they had supposed were Jews, were pro- 
tected by the privileges of Roman citizens, so they came 
to the prison, brought them out, and desired them to 
depart from the city. So after they had taken leave of 
their friends in the house of Lydia, Paul and Silas 
departed, and passing through Amphipolis, and Apollonia, 
came to Thessalonica. There is reason to believe, how- 
ever, that Luke and Timothy remained still for some 
time at PhilippL 

4. They proceed onward to Thessalonica and Berea. 

— At Thessalonica, Paul and Silas had an advantage for 
preaching the gospel they did not possess at Philippi; 
there was here a synagogue of the Jews. In this place, 
three Sabbath-days Paul reasoned with his countrymen, 
^* opening and alleging that Christ must needs have 
sufiered, and risen again from the dead, and that this 
Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ." Some Jews, 
and a great multitude of Greeks believed; but, as in 
other cases, the unbelieving Jews excited the feelings of 
the populace against them. Joining themselves to the 
very lowest of the people, they set the city in an uproar, 
and assaulted the house of Jason, in which they supposed 
Paul and Silas to be, seeking to bring them out to the 
people. Not finding the Apostles there, they dragged Jason 
himself before the magistrates, his offence being that he had 
harboured men who went about turning the world upside 
down, acting contrary to the decrees of Csesar, " saying 
that there is another king, one Jesus." Having taken 
security of Jason, or in other words, bound him over to 
live peaceably in future, they dismissed him. Paul and 
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Silas, therefore, emei^iiig from their hiding-place, left 
Theesalouica, and proceeded onward to Berea, where ako 
there was a synagogue of the Jews. The Jews of 
Berea were nobler than those of Xhessalonica, and instead 
of exciting the pasEdons of the people against the new 
teachers, "received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scnptures daily whether those things 
were so" The result was that many, both Jews and 
Greeks, believed But the Jews of liiessalonica, hear- 
ing that Paul and Silaa were preaching in Berea, would 
not let them rest, but followed them there, and stirred 
up the people agamst them It was judged prudent, 
therefore, for Paul to leave, but Silaa and Timothy 
remained there still. 
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S St. Paul ftt Athens — Having arrived by himself at 
Athens, the spirit of the Apostle was stirred within him, 
when he saw the city utterly given over to idolatry. 
Here, as usual, he disputed in the Jewish synagogue, 
and also discoursed to the people in the market-place. 
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Various rumours were circulated regarding him, and, to 
determine the particular doctrines he taught, certain 
Epicureans and Stoics brought him .to the Areopagus, 
requesting him to explain his x)pinions to them. The 
Apostle; therefore, standing on Mar's Hill, defended him- 
self against the charge of intrjoducing the worship of a 
strange deity, by declaring that there was already an 
altar to his God in the city, inscribed, " To the Unknown 
God,'' and that his mission was to unfold the truth con- 
cerning Him. He thence proceeded, from an exposition 
of natural religion, to declare the doctrine of a future 
judgment, "by that man whom He hath ordained, 
whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
He hath raised Him from the dead/' This allusion to the 
resurrection called forth the jeers of the audience, and 
promising to give him another hearing, the assembly dis- 
persed. Some individuals, however, in Athens believed, 
of whom were Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman 
named Damaris. 

6. St. Paul arrives at Corinth, and remains there 
Eighteen Months. — Leaving Athens, the Apostle went 
on to Corinth, where he met a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, who with his wife Priscilla had recently 
arrived from Rome, owing to a decree of the emperor, 
banishing all Jews from the city. As Aquila was a tent- 
maker, and St. Paul had been brought up to the same 
occupation, they dwelt together. Thus the greater part 
^f six days of the week were spent, but on the Sabbath- 
days the Apostle proceeded to the synagogue ,to preach 
the Word. On being joined by Silas and Timothy, he 
" was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that 
Jesus was Christ." When they opposed and blasphemed, 
he declared that the guilt of their unbelief would be 
visited on themselves; as for himself, from henceforth, 
he would go to the Gentiles. From this time, instead of 
the disciples meeting in the synagogue, they assembled 
in the house, of Justus, which was very near it. Crispus, 
however, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed, and 
.all his house. Strengthened and comforted by a heavenly 
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tisicni, St. Paul zealously continued liia lalwurs, and 
remained in the city a year and six months. But after 
a while hiB work was mterrupted by the violence of the 
Jews, who dliigged him before Qallio the proconsul, 
charging him with persuading men to worship God con 
trary to the law But the Boman governor refused to 
listen to them and drove them from the j idgment seat 




The Greek portion of the population n 
the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat'him before the 
very tribunal of the proconsul, but Gallic declined to 
interfere. St. Paul stayed here some time after this OHt- 
bi'eak of Jewish violence, but at length, having first ful- 
filled a vow by shaving hia head in Cenchrea, he sailed 
away into Syria, taking with him Priscilla and Aqnila. 
7. End of the Second Apostolic Journey. — St. Paul 
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now bent his steps towards Jenisalein. He made a 
short stay at Ephesus, and reasoned with the Jews in 
their synagogue, but would not consent to remain a 
longer period, promising, however, to visit them again 
on his return. Sailing from Ephesus, he landed at 
Caesarea, from whence he went up to Jerusalem to keep 
the feast of Pentecost, Thus ended the second Apostolic 
journey of St. PauL 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER V. 

1. What was the canse of the contention between Paul and 
Barnabas that led to their separation T 

. 2. What led the Apostle to cross from Asia Minor into 
Macedonia? What nuracle did Paul perform at Philippi? 
What led to the conversion of the Philippian jailor ? 

3. What towns did St. Paul visit on his second missionary 
journey ? How long did he remain at Corinth, and how did he 
maintain himself during that period T 

i. Who were Priscilw and Aquila ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

ST. Paul's third missionaby joubnet. 

St. Paul at Ephesus — ^He Baiseth Eutychus to Life at Troas — 
He Parteth from the Elders of the Ephesian Church at 
iMiletus — His Journey to Jerusalem. 

1. St. Paul at Ephesus. — On leaving Jerusalem, St. 
Paul spent some time at Antioch, and then went through 
the provinces of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening the 
disciples. At this time an Alexandrian Jew, named 
ApoUos, '^an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scrip- 
tures," was teaching diligently in Ephesus; but as yet, 
he ^ew the Christian faith impeiiectly, having only 
received the baptism of John. Afterwards, Aquila 
and Priscilla instructed him more completely in the 
way of God. As he expressed a wish to pass into 
Achaia. letters of introduction were given him to the 

K 
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Christians there, and so he* arrived at Corinth, and 
laboured with eminent success. **For he mightily 
convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the 
Scriptures that Jesus was Christ (Acts xviii. 28)." Soon 
afterwards, St. Paul arrived at Ephesus^ and was sur- 
prised to find that the disciples there had only 'been 
baptised with John's baptism, and had not so much as 
heard if there was a Holy Ghost. When the Apostle 
had explained to them the introductory nature of John's 
baptism, they were baptised in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and after Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
they received the Holy Ghost, and spake with tongues, 
and prophesied. Then, for three months, the Apostle 
continued disputing in the synagogue of the Jews; but 
meeting there wiUi some hardened unbelievers, who 
reviled his doctrine, he left it, and carried on his work 
for the next two years in the school of a man named 
Tjrrannus. Special miracles God wrought by the Apostle's 
hands, "so that from his body were brought unto the 
sick, handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed 
from them, and the evil spirits went out of them " (Acts 
xix. 12). Certain Jews, who practised exorcism, also en- 
deavoured to work miracles by the same method as the 
Apostle used, ^even sons of a man named Sceva, in 
particular, addressing one possessed with an evil spirit, 
said, " We adjure you by Jesus, whom Paul preacheth." 
But the evil spirit, answering, " Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know, but who are ye ? " leapt on them and overcame 
them, so that they fled from that house naked and 
wounded. This incident, being noised abroad, made 
others fear, " and the name of the Lord Jesus was mag- 
nified." Those Christians, also, who had in their posses- 
sion magical books, brought them, and burnt them 
publicly, the price of them being 50,000 pieces of silver, 
or in our money about £2000. After these occurrences, 
Paul was already preparing to leave Ephesus, when a 
silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines 
for Diana, the goddess of Ephesusj raised a tumult 
against him, and filled the whole city with confusion. 
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* ^ *«iling to find the Apostle, seized Gaius and 

\ , his companions, and rushed with them to 

' ^ J ; and when Paul wonld have gone there to 

chem, the disciples wisely prevented him. 
■ t the crowd in the theatre was a disciple named 

.der, whom the Jews pushed forward; but when 
^ .empted to defend himself, the assembly refused to 
him, crying out incessantly for two hours, " Great 
Jiana of the Ephesians." After some time, however, 
i^e town clerk succeeded in appeasing them, and they 
.eft the theatre, and returned to their homes. Then 
Paul, having called the disciples to him, embraced them, 
and left Ephesus to go into Macedonia, from whence h.e 
passed southward into Greece, where he abode three 
months. It was now necessary that he should set out on 
his return journey, so passing through Philippi, he sailed 
from thence to Troas, where a notable incident occurred, 
the raising of Eutychus. 

2. He Baiseth Eutychus to Life at Troas. — At Troas, 

the Apostle remained seven days. On the first day of 
the week (Sunday), when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached his farewell sermon, as he 
was to depart on the morrow, and continued his discourse 
unto midnight. It was an upper room where he was 
preaching, and many lights were burning. A young 
man, named Eutychus, was seated in a window and over- 
come with weariness, fell asleep as the sermon continued 
for so long a time. As he was sleeping, he fell from the 
window, which was on the third storey, to the ground, 
and was taken up dead. St. Paul, however, went down, 
fell on him, and embracing him, said, " Trouble not your- 
selves, for his life is in him," and the young man was 
brought up alive. "When he (Paul), therefore, was 
come up agt,in, and had broken bread and eaten, and 
talked a long while, even till break of day, so he departed" 
(Acts XX. 11). 

3. He Parteth from the Elders of the Ephesian 
Church at Miletus. — ^The Apostle went on foot from 
Troas to Assos, where he met his companions in a vessel 
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hy prerioiui arrangement. Passing Mitylene, Ghios^ 
SamoSy and TrogjlHiimy the party arrived at Miletus, 
from whicli place, Paul smnmoned the elders of the 
Ephesian church to meet him« When they had come, 
he addressed them in an earnest and affectionate manner, 
stating his belief that he should see them no more, and 
exhorting them to take heed to themselves, and to the 
flock of which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers. 
When he had ended his discourse, he knelt down and 
prayed with them. " And they all wept sore, and fell 
on Paul's neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for 
the words that he spake, that they should see his face no 
nfOre, and they accompanied him to the ship " (Acts xx, 
37, 38). 
4. His Jonmey to Jerusalem. — Pursuing his course 

towards Jerusalem, the Apostle landed at Tyre, where 
the ship stayed to xmload her carga Finding disciples 
there, he remained seven days, and the parting between 
them was very affecting. Again taking ship, they came 
to Ptolemais, where they remained a day, and afterwards 
went on to Cflesarea, where they entered into the house 
of Philip the Evangelist, who converted the Ethiopian, 
eunuch, and was one of the seven (Acts vL 5), and abode 
there many days. A prophet, named Agabas, having 
recently arrived at Csesarea from Judaea, took Paul's 
girdle, and bound his hands and feet, predictiug that in 
this manner the Jews should bind its owner when he 
arrived at Jerusalem, and deliver him to the Gentiles. 
His companions, therefore, and the disciples of Csesarea, 
entreated him not to go up to Jerusalem, but he ex- 
claimed, " What mean ye to weep, and break mine heart 1 
for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." Finding, 
therefore, he was not to be persuaded, they, said, " The 
will of the Lord be done." They therefore took up 
their luggage, and went to Jerusalem, where the brethren 
received them gladly. 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER Vt 

1. HowkBgdid St. FhqI TMiiimatEph«BU«T W^on^MdA 
%iiiii]ilt against lum, wld<^ placed the ci^ in an upitvar ! 

2. Where did Sk Faal raise Eatychua to life} WhAt l«d to 
Ilia death? 

3. Where did St Ptal take leaTe of the eldeit of the R^^hetiMi 
churdi on going np to Jeruaalem? 

4. What did Agahaa propheoy oonoenung St« Faul'a treatment 
at JentBalem! 



CHAPTER VIL 

ST. PAUL AT JSRUSALBM AND CASAEBA. 

Paul is Assaulted in the Temple—His Defence before the Jews 
— ^A Conspiracy being formed to kill Paul, the Ohief Cnp* 
tain sends him to Ctesarea to Felix— Paul before Felix, Fei- 
tus, and Agrippa. 

1. Panl is Assanlted in the Temple.— The Ohri«tian« 
at Jerusalem rejoiced to see St. Paul, but they ivore oon* 
scious that his presence among them miffht lead to an 
outbreak of the more bigoted of the Jewish population, 
who regarded him as an apostate from the faitlii and had 
heard that he went about everywhere teaching the Jews 
who dwelt in foreign cities to forsake their great law* 
giver Moses. In order to disarm their hostility, it was 
proposed that he should show himself in the Temple with 
four persons who were undergoing the ceremony of puri- 
fication, in accordance with their Nazarite vow, so it might 
be seen that he was still an observer of tlie law« Btit 
when the seven prescribed days were almost over, some 
foreign Jews recognised him, and laying hold of him, 
cried that be was ihe man who went everywhere speak- 
ing sig^atmi ihe law and the Temple, md that he bad 
also broo^ Greeks into the Tempto to yoUni6 it. This 
last duffge was utterly false, hot, having seen the Apo^e 
in the cttj with an Ef^neman^ named Trq^bimnS; thejr 
sopposed he had broo^ Ufa into the Temple. The 
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whole city was in an uproar, and drawing Paul out of 
Temple, the mob began to concert measures for his death. 
Then Claudius Lysias, the chief captain, taking soldiers, 
appeared on the scene, " and when they saw the chief 
captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul." 
Binding him with two chains, Claudius Lysias removed 
him to the Tower of Antonia, quite unable, amid the con- 
flicting statements of the multitude, to ascertain who he 
was, and supposing him to be an Egyptian impostor, 
whose band of 4000 men Felix had recently dispersed. 

2. His Defence before the Jews. — ^While the Apostle 
was ascending the steps that led to the tower, he requested 
permission of the chief captain to address the people, who 
gave him the greater attention, as he spoke to them in the 
Hebrew tongue. They heard him patiently, as he re- 
counted the histoiy of his conversion, until he related 
his divine commission to go to the Gentiles, when they 
cried out, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, 
for it is not fit that he should live." "As they 
cried out^ and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into 
the air," the puzzled officer directed that the particulars 
of his guilt should be obtained by scourging. But hearing 
that he was a Boman, he hastily withdrew the instruments 
of torture, and decided to confront him with the Sanhed- 
rim, that he might know of what crime he was accused. 
The next day, therefore, Paul, "earnestly beholding the 
council," began his defence, but was interrupted at the 
outset by the High Priest, Ananias, who commanded the 
attendants to strike him on the mouth. ''God shall 
smite thee, thou whited wall," exclaimed the Apostle; 
but, hearing that it was the High Priest whom he thuB 
addressed, he apologised, because it was commanded that 
the ruler of the people should not be spoken evil of. 
Then, seeing that the coimcil was about equally divided 
between Pharisees and Sadducees, he exclaimed, " Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of 
the hope and resurrection of the dead, I am called in 
question." A dissension thereupon arose between the 
two partiesi the Pharisees taking his part; and the strife 
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reached such a pitch of violence, that the chief captain, 
fearing lest they should pull Paul to pieceg, directed the 
soldiers to forcibly take him away, and convey him to the 
castle. The same evening, the Lord Jesus stood by Hia 
prisoner and comforted him, bidding him be of good 
cheer, for as he had testified of Him in Jerusalem, h& 
should also bear witness for Him at Kome. 

3. A Conspiracy being formed to Kill Paul, the 
Chief Captain sends him to CsBsarea to Felix. — On the^ 

following day, more than forty Jews bound themselves 
by a solemn oath not to eat or drink till they had killed 
Paul. The nephew of the Apostle having made known 
to him his danger^ was directed to repeat his tidings to 
the chief captain, who thereupon decided to act with 
promptness. So writing a letter to Felix the gov^nor, 
he sent Paul to him at Csesarea, guarded by a body of 
soldiers. Felix, having read the letter, said he would 
hear him when his accusers had come, and ordered him 
meanwhile to be kept in Herod's judgment halL 

4. Paul before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. — Five 

days after the Apostle's arrival, the high priest, Ananias, 
with ther elders, and a certain orator named Tertullus, 
came down to Csesarea. Teiiullus preferred the charges 
against Paul, the chief of which were *^ that he was a 
mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world, and. a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes, 
who had also gone about to profane the Temple." 
St. Paul, having defended himself against these accusa- 
tions, Felix adjourned the inquiry till the arrival of the 
chief captain, Claudius. Lysius. He placed the Apostle- 
under the. charge of a centurion, directing that he ^ould 
have a certain amount of liberfy, and be permitted to see 
his aquaintanoes.. Some days after, Felix, with his wife 
Drusilla, sent for Paul, and heard from him an account 
of the Christian faith. As the Apostle reasoned of 
righteousness,, temperance, and judgment to come, the 
Roman governor trembled, and bade him defer the rest 
of his discourse till it was convenient for him to hear it.. 
He was anxious to obtain a bribe from St. Paul, as the^ 
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price of his liberty, and with this view sent for him the 
oftener, and conversed with him. Two years thus passed 
away, when Felix was recalled to Home, and willing to 
do the Jews a pleasure, he left Paul bound. The new 
governor, whose name was Porcius Festus, after spending 
three days at Csesarea, proceeded to Jerusalem, when the 
high priest requested him, as a favour, to send Paid to 
Jerusalem. to be tried, intending to have him assassinated 
by the way. But Festus refused, saying they must come 
down to Csesarea, and prefer any accusation they had 
against him. Soon afterwards, therefore, Festus having 
returned, they came and laid many and grievous com- 
plaints against Paul, which they could not prove. De- 
sirous of pleasing the Jews, Festus now asked him if he 
would go to Jerusalem to be tried; but the Apostle, 
again asserting his innocence, appealed unto Caesar. Fes- 
tus, having conferred with his council, replied, ''Hast 
thou appealed unto Csesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go." 
But the governor was somewhat puzzled how to state in 
his letter to the emperor the crimes of which the prisoner 
was accused, and as Herod Agrippa IL, with his wife 
Bemice, came to salute him soon afterwards, he related 
the case to the king, who was, though allowed the 
kingly title, like himself, a subject of Bome. Agrippa 
readily requested to hear the statement of the prisoner, 
and accordingly, on. the day following, Paul defended 
himself with such success that Agrippa declared, *' almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian." As for Festus, 
he declared that the Apostle was beside himself, much 
learning having driven him mad. The king and the 
governor both agreed he had done nothing worthy of 
death or bonds, and Agrippa declared that he might 
have been set at liberty, had he not appealed unto 
Caesar. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIL 

1. What were the charges the Jews brought against Paul be- 
iore the chief captain ? 

2. What led Claudius Lysias to send him to Csesarea? 
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3. How long did St. Paul remam at Gsesarea, and aow was he 
treated while a prisoner there T ^ 

4. What were the circumstances under which St. Paul 
appealed to Gsesar ? What opinion did Agrippa give concerning 
his innocence ? 



CHAPTER VIIL 

St. Paul's Voyage — He is Shipwrecked — Incidents at Malta — 
He Arrives at Borne, and Addresses the Jews there — His 
First ImDrisonment— His Second ImT)risonment and Martyr- 
dom. 

1. Bt Paul's Voyage — He is Shipwrecked. — On its 
being decided that Paul should go to Home to be tried, 
he, and certain other prisoners, were committed to the 
charge of a centurion named Julius, who treated the Apostle 
with courtesy, and, at Sidon, gave him Uberty to go to Ids 
friends to refresh himself. They first entered into a ship 
of Adramyttium, with which they sailed as far as Myra 
in Lym. Wre.>diBg a ship of Alexandria sailing iito 
Italy, the centurion placed them in it. The ship had in 
it a company of 276 men, besides carrying a heavy bur- 
den of merchandise. From Myra, they proceeded very 
slowly, owing to a contrary wind, and after many days 
came over against Cnidus, whence they sailed to a harbour 
in Crete, called " The Fair Havens." Here, as sailing had 
become dangerous, Paul warned the centurion that fur- 
ther progress at present would be attended with disaster; 
but the captain of the ship thinking it safe to proceed, 
the centurion placed his prisoners on board. Not long after 
they had left the harbour, a tempestuous wind b^an to 
arise called Eoroclydon, which seized the ship with such 
violence, that the mariners were obliged to sufier her to 
be driven by it. Being exceedingly tossed with the tem- 
pest, the next day they lightened the ship, and the day 
after, threw overboard the tackling. Neither sun nor 
stars being seen for many days^ and the tempest still 
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furiously raging, the crew gave up all hopes of safety. 
But Paul addressed them, reminding them that they 
would have done well to take his advice, and winter 
in Crete, and declaring that an angel of God had 
assured him that though the ship must be lost, every 
man's life should be saved. At midnight, on the 
fourteentli day of the storm, as the ship was still 
struggling in a tempestuous sea, the mariners perceived 
that they were nearing land, as the depth of the water 




grew less and lesa They were greatly afraid of being 
dashed on some rocks, but all they could do was to cost 
four anchors out of the st«rn, and hope for the day. The 
sailors, indeed, tried to escape from the ship in the 
boat, without the knowledge of the passengers; but Paul . 
detected their design, and declared, " Except these abide 
in the ahip, ye cannot be saved." Then the soldiers cut 
the ropes that tied the boat to the ship, and it drifted 
away. As morning was approaching, Paul advised them 
all to eat^ again ass'jring them that no life should be lost. 
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When the dnjli^t appeared, they saw a shore in Iroiit 
of them, whidi they did not reoc^n^iise, but^ noti^n^ a 
little creek in it, tried to thrust tiie ship into it. But^ 
fftHing into a place where two seas met, they ran the 
ship aground, and through the force of the shock, the 
hinder part of it was broken. The soldiers now proposed 
to kill the prisoners lest they should make their escape ; 
but the centurion, anxious to save Paul, refused his con- 
sent, but commanded that those who were able to swim, 
should throw themselTes into the sea, and get to land. 
As for the rest, some floated on boards, and broken pieces 
of the ship, and all of them reached the shore safely. 

2. Incidents at Halta. — On reaching the land, they 
found that the island on which they were thrown was 
MeHtSy now called Malta. The barbarous people showed 
them great kiudnesa, kindling a fire to protect them from 
the winter cold, and to cheer them in the rainy weather 
that prevailed. As St. Paid was laying a bundle of 
sticks on the fire, a viper came out of them, and fastened 
on to his hand. The superstitious natives saw in this a 
mark of the Divine vengeance, and at once surmised that 
he was a murderer, '' whom, though he hath escaped the 
sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live." When, how- 
ever, he shook the venomous reptile into the fire, and 
felt no hurt, they changed their miads, and said he was 
a god. The chief man of the island, Publius, lived in the 
part where the shipwrecked passengers landed, and he 
received Paul and his company, and lodged them three 
days courteously. The father of Publius being ill at that 
time with fever, and of a bloody flux, Paul visited him, 
and having prayed, and laid his. hands on him, he was 
healed. This beiag noised abroad, others in the island 
who were sick came and were healed. The result was 
that great honour was paid to the Apostle and his com- 
panions, and such things supplied to them on their depar- 
ture as they stood in need of. 

3. He Arrives at Borne, and Addresses the Jews 

there. — After a three months' stay at Melita, the Apostle 
and his fellow-prisoners departed in a ship of Alexandria, 
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whose agn was Caator and Pollux. Having reacted tlia 
Sicilian ooast, they landed at Syracuse, and thence pro- 
ceeded to Rhegium, from which place they came to 
Puteoli, where they found some Christiana, and at their 
request, remained with them seven days. From Puteoli, 
th^ proceeded towards Rome, and the Soman Christiana, 
bearing of their coming, went aa fitr as Appii Forum and 




The Three Taverns to meet them When Paul saw 
them he thanked God and took courage. On their 
arrival at Rome the other prisoners were committed to 
the chaigB of the captam of the guatd hut Paul was 
allowed to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 
After three days, Paul summoned the chief Jews that 
dwelt in the c ty together and related the history of his 
arrest and his appeal to Ctesar but they declared they 
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had neither received letters concerning him, nor had any 
of the brethren who arrived from Judaea spoken any harm 
of him* They, however, desired to hear his opinions, for 
they remarked, '^As for this sect, we know that it is 
everywhere spoken against." Having appointed a day, 
the Apostle therefore declared to them the kingdom of 
Grod, and laboured from morning till evening to convince 
them that Jesus was the Messiah foretold by the prophets. 
Certain of them believed ; but others reused to be per- 
suaded, upon which St. Paul reminded them that their 
unbelief had been predicted by Isaiah, one of their great- 
est prophets, and that if they rejected the word of God, 
it was being accepted by the Crentiles. ''And Paul 
dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and 
received all that came in unto him, preaching the king- 
dom of Crod, and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him '' (Acts xxviii 30, 31). 

4. Paul's First Imprisonment. — Here the narrative 
in the Acts of the Apostles ends; but it appears from a 
careful study of St. Paul's epistles in the New Testa- 
ment, that at the end of the two years he was tried and 
set at liberty, and that after that time he was occupied 
in other Apostolic journeys, of uncertain extent and 
duration. 

6. His Second Imprisonment and Martyrdom.— A 
second time, however, the Apostle was arrested and 
brought to Home, and allusions to this imprisonment, 
in which he was treated more harshly than in the first, 
are found in his Second Epistle to Timothy. Finally, 
he was, according to tradition, condemned to death by 
Nero, and beheaded sometime between the years 66 a.d. 
and 68 a.d. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER Vin. 

1. What places did the vessel which conveyed St. Paul touch 
at before it was wrecked ? 

2. On what island did the shipwrecked passengers find refuge ? 
What miracles did St Paul perform here ? 
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3. How was St. Paul treated on his arrival at Kome? 
How long are we told in the Acta of the Apostles he remained 
there ? 

4. State briefly what tradition, confirmed by passages in St. 
Paul's later epistles, records as to the close of his career ? 



Dates of the most Important Events in the Apostolic 
History (According to Conybeare and Howson). 

A.D. 

30. Descent of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost. 

36. Martyrdom of St. Stephen. 

37. Conversion of St. Paul. 
40. Conversion of Cornelius. 
44. Death of Herod Agrippa I. 

48-49. Paul's First Missionary Journey. 

51-54. Paul's Second Missionary Journey. 

54-58. Paul's Third Missionary Journey. 

58-60. His Imprisonment at Csesarea. 

61-63. His First Imprisonment at Rome. 

68. Martyrdom of St. Paul at Eome. 
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